
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE LEADERSHIP (OAL) 
 
 

CONTACT INFO 

Check out our website for contact and more detailed information: 
http://www2.sou.edu/academics/outdoor-adventure-leadership/ 
 

PROGRAM INFORMATION 

The Outdoor Adventure Leadership degree program inspires passion for self-development and 
transformation by providing opportunities to explore and learn leadership skills through outdoor 
adventure. The integrated curriculum provides transferable skills to all aspects of life through 
comprehensive coursework in technical skills, interpersonal development, communication, group 
dynamics, expedition planning, adventure programming, international experience, risk management, and 
social, environmental and economic stewardship. 
 

CAREER OPTIONS 

Students earning a BA/BS degree in OAL are prepared for a career to lead any group, in any environment, 
to any goal. They can work as outdoor program directors, field rangers, international guides, challenge and 
zip-line course facilitators and managers, rescue agency employees, national/state/county/city park 
employees, adventure writers and photographers, adventure education instructors, adventure therapy 
facilitators to name a few. Students are also prepared to pursue graduate-level education.  
 

MAJOR ADVISING 

Email the advisors Erik Sol, sole@sou.edu, Chad Thatcher, thatcherc@sou.edu, and Adam Elson, 
elsona@sou.edu to Inquire more about the OAL degree and how to declare it as a major or minor.  

 

  SUGGESTED FIRST YEAR SCHEDULE 
(Classes marked with an * may be taken in any order) 

 

FALL ✔ WINTER ✔ SPRING ✔ SUMMER 
(Optional) 

✔

USEM 101 (A)  USEM 102 (B)  USEM 103 (C)    

Any Strand that fits in 
OAL Schedule and is 
approved. Math 243 (D)  

 Any Strand or Math 243 
(D) 

 Any Strand or Math 243 
(D) 

   

OAL 150  &/or 223 &/or 
252 
OAL Activity Course 

 OAL 150 &/or 250 &/or 
or 252 
OAL Activity Course 

 OAL Activity Course    

University Studies 
Explorations or elective 

 University Studies 
Explorations or elective 

 University Studies 
Explorations or elective 

   

Letters correspond to University Studies requirements: A, B, C = Writing and Oral Communication,  
D = Quantitative Reasoning, E = Humanities, F = Social Science, G = Science (three courses required, two must have a lab)  
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