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FL 511: SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION  

Robert V. Reichle, PhD     robert.reichle@austin.utexas.edu  

This course will provide students with an overview of the most current theories of second 
language acquisition and the teaching methodologies that result from these approaches. Students 
will detail differences between and similarities among the various models of second language 
acquisition as they learn how to identify and integrate them into the foreign language classroom. 

Course objectives: During the course, you will demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical 
foundations of language learning; identify diverse methodological concerns and issues in the 
field; analyze specific pedagogical approaches; and formulate your own approach to the 
acquisition and teaching of second languages. 

Textbooks: 
Lightbown, P. & N. Spada. 2013. How Languages Are Learned. 4th edition. Oxford University 
Press.  

Susan M. Gass, Jennifer Behney, & Luke Plonsky. 2013. Second Language Acquisition: An 
Introductory Course. 4th edition. Routledge. 

Supplementary readings will be provided by the instructor. 

Grade:    
Exams (x 2)    40%  
Homework (x 10)   50%  
Attendance/Participation  10%  
Grade breakdown: 

Course Policies: Missed work, including exams, cannot be made up. It is assumed that you will 
attend class and participate actively. Students are expected to prepare all assignments and 
complete all readings before coming to class. Given the nature of the Summer Language Institute 
and brevity of the course, any absence will result in a major loss of course content and will 
negatively impact your participation and attendance grade. This course will be taught in English. 

Exams: There will be two exams. On these exams, you’ll be asked to analyze language learner 
data using techniques we have previously practiced. You will also be asked to write short essays 
about SLA theory. 
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Academic misconduct: Academic misconduct is the receipt or transmission of unauthorized aid 
on assignments or exams, plagiarism, unauthorized use of exam materials, or other forms of 
cheating or dishonesty in academic matters. 

Homework: You will write ten homework reflections — eight related to chapters of the 
textbooks that we are reading plus two reflections (Journals 1 and 10) on your beliefs and 
experiences related to second language teaching and learning (see prompts below).  

Reflection 1 (500-750 words) should respond to the following prompts, based on your beliefs 
and experiences related to SLA:  

• How are languages best learned?  
• What is the effect of instruction on second language learning?  
• What are your past language teaching and learning experiences? How have these  
experiences shaped your beliefs related to second language teaching and learning?  

Reflections 2-9 (approx. 300 words total, equally divided among 3 components) should contain 
the following components:  

• Summarize: What are the main ideas of the assigned reading (in your own words!)?  
• Compare: How does the theory/concept in the reading compare to the previous day’s 
reading/discussion?  
• Apply: How does (could) the information in the reading apply to your classroom?  

Reflection 10 (500-750 words) should respond to the following prompts:  
• How are languages best learned?  
• What is the effect of instruction on second language learning?  
• How have the theories and concepts studied in this course shaped your beliefs  
related to second language teaching and learning? (Reread your response to Journal 1 
before completing this entry!) 

Your reflections will be used in class discussion; therefore, you must bring them with you to each 
class (either on your device or a print out). All reflections should be posted on the course site.  
They will be evaluated using the following criteria: 

Did you answer the question completely? Did you support your answer with details from 
the reading?

Are the answers accurate? Do the answers demonstrate an understanding 
of the reading?

Did you use your own words? Is the message clear?

Is it proof-read for spelling and grammar? Is it organized?

Is it submitted on time? Does it meet length and format requirements?



SOU French Summer Language Institute Session I, 2018 

Week 1 Gass et al. Lightbown & 
Spada

Other Reflections

June 25 Intro; Ch 1 1

June 26 Ch. 5: Transitions 
(skip 120-128)

Ch. 1: Childhood 2

June 27 Ch. 2: L2 Data Ch. 2: L2 data 3

June 28 Ch. 7: Formal 
approaches to 
SLA (159-181)

June 29 Ch. 4: Other 
approaches to 
SLA

4

Week 2 Gass et al. 
reading

Lightbown & 
Spada

Other Reflections

July 2 Review

July 3 EXAM 1

July 4 Ch. 8: Lexicon 
(skip 209-216)

Emergentism: Ellis 
(2003) p 80-82; 
Ortega 102-105

5

July 5 Ch. 10: L2 
processing

Ullman (2005) 6

July 6 Ch. 14: 
Nonlanguage 
factors

Ch 3: Individual 
differences

7

Week 3 Gass et al. 
reading

Lightbown & 
Spada

Other Reflections

July 9 Ch. 15: Related 
disciplines

8

July 10 Ch. 13: Instructed 
SLA

Ch. 6: SLA in 
classroom

9

July 11 Ch. 7: Conclusions

July 12 Review; SLA and 
teaching

10

July 13 EXAM 2


