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FR 516(1b): Teaching	Holistic	Reading	with	Short	Fiction 

MWF 4:00-5:50 P.M. 
 

Dr. Lindsy L. Myers      myersll@umkc.edu 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
This course will examine and demonstrate best practices for teaching holistic reading in 
the foreign language classroom at any proficiency level. While many of the techniques 
covered are readily applied to other genres, the focus will be on the integration of short 
fiction and its connections to literacy and language acquisition as a whole. In the context 
of this course, short fiction can encompass diverse text types such as wordless picture 
books, a series of comics, fairy tales, foreign language readers, abridged or authentic 
short stories and beyond. The class sessions will follow the intentional processes of text 
selection, pre-reading, reading, rereading and assessment with special attention paid to 
motivation and opportunities for creative and social learning. Students will design lesson 
plans and a final unit plan explicitly linking reading to other linguistic and cultural 
competencies and their curriculum as a whole. This course will be taught in French.  
  
STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
 
Participants in this course will… 
 
1. reflect on best practices for teaching foreign language reading with short fiction; 
2. analyze and apply readings on related aspects of SLA theory, pedagogical practices 
and literacy; 
3. create and share annotated individual lessons and a unit plan involving stages of 
reading relevant to his/her own classroom; 
4. guide classmates through reading lessons. 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 
 
Please bring at least 5 French-language (or wordless!) short fiction options relevant to 
your teaching environment which will be at your disposal at the start of the course. 
Consider 1) bringing something(s) you already teach 2) something(s) you would like to 
teach and 3) options appropriate for all the levels you teach. These may be electronic 
samples or paper versions. 
 
Assigned reading materials (articles, excerpts & samples) will be available on the course 
Moodle site. 
 
Bring a paper or electronic copy of your activities/assignments to each class period. 
 
COURSE COMPONENTS 
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1. PARTICIPATION & ATTENDANCE (10%) 
 
Coming to class on time, attending all class sessions, and being actively involved in 
discussions and activities are essential to your success in this course. In addition, the 
ability to relate information from required readings and associated reading activities (see 
below) to in-class discussions is expected. Absences will not only result in a loss of 
connection to the progress of this course, but will also negatively impact your 
participation and attendance grade. If you foresee an unavoidable absence, please make 
me aware of this in advance. 
 
2. BACKGROUND READING ACTIVITIES (30%) 
 
For each course meeting, there will be assigned background readings about…reading! 
For each reading there will be a (relatively short!) structured activity or set of activities 
mimicking the types of reading activities L2 learners complete e.g. graphic organizers, 
pre-reading lists or observations, social reading, etc. The specific reading activity will be 
either posted on the course Moodle or distributed in class. This first part may be 
completed in English or French.  
 
Once you have completed the activity, briefly (in a couple of sentences) reflect on the 
activity itself - in French- by completing something similar to the following prompt: 
Cette activité semble/paraît (utile, difficile, bête, intéressante …) pour (moi, mes élèves,) 
parce que… 
 
Please either post the activity on the Moodle or fill out the sheet and bring to class as 
appropriate.  
 
The reading activity will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

• Task Completion: Are all components included? Were entries completed on time? 
• Content: Does the submission reflect the essence of the reading? 
• Reflection and analysis: Does the response demonstrate critical thinking 

especially regarding connections, usability & adaptability? 
 
3. APPLICATION ASSIGNMENTS & INFORMAL PRESENTATIONS (30%) 
 
Make it your own! There are five Application Assignments in this course: one annotated 
reading-list bibliography and four lesson plans. These assignments will be posted on the 
course Moodle. The number and length of the associated presentations depend on course 
enrollment. 
 
The annotated bibliography is a presentation, description and analysis of at least 3 works 
of French-language (except in cases of wordless) short fiction of your choice based on 
specified text-selection criteria (see especially the readings for class on 6/28). The 
bibliography should evaluate each text for its potential role in a French language class. 
Consider both readership and readability. This assignment is to be completed in French. 
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The bibliography will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 
• Task Completion: Are all components included? Was it completed on time? 
• Organization: Is the assignment organized? Proof-read? Easy to follow? 
• Content & criteria: Are the samples of short fiction clearly described? Does the 

assignment include clear criteria for evaluation? 
• Analysis: Are the criteria applied effectively? Do the annotations indicate 

adaptability? adoptability? 
 
The annotated bibliographies will be informally presented in French either in groups or 
individually contingent on course enrollment in the spirit of ‘goodreads en français.’ 
 
This discussion on bibliographies will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 
 

• Clarity of description of short fiction recommendation 
• Evidence of analysis  
• Enthusiasm 

 
For the pre-reading, (initial) reading, re-reading and assessment stages of reading, you 
will draft/modify a lesson appropriate for a French class you teach. Post it on the course 
Moodle and have a copy available for class discussion. 
 
Each lesson (written in French) will include the following: 

• Very brief description of course/student population  
• Contextualization (where does this step fit in the larger picture of a reading unit?) 
• Required Materials 
• Learning Outcomes  
• (Warm Up) / Set up  
• Implementation (including time estimates and any recommended instructor 

statements/roles) 
• Wrap up (How do we know when we are done? How do we interpret what we 

did? What happens next?)  
 
Lessons will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 
 

• Task Completion: Are all components included? Were lessons completed on time? 
• Clarity: Is it clear what will be happening during the lesson? Is it replicable? 
• Effectiveness: Does it support reading? Language use? Integration? Connections? 
• Relevance: Does the lesson demonstrate the reading stage/component discussed in 

class? 
 
For Assignments 2-5, several students will micro-teach (approx.10 minutes) the lesson 
with their classmates playing student participants. These micro-teaches are intended to 
offer hands-on opportunities for reflection on best practices in teaching reading. In this 
spirit, they will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 
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• Evidence of lesson plan  
• Explanation of activity and guidance (clarity and support) 
• Demonstration of particular reading stage 
• Enthusiasm 

 
 
4. ANNOTATED READING UNIT & PRESENTATION (30%) 
 
The final project involves situating, contextualizing, and articulating a reading unit.  
 
The annotated reading unit includes: 

• A description of the course, student population, and proficiency level.  
• Justification of the selection of the particular short fiction text(s) and integration 

with specific references to SLA/pedagogical concepts.  
• Detailed learning outcomes, lesson plans and assessments. 
• Revised annotated bibliography for future reading units.  

 
The annotated unit plan will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

• Task Completion: Are all components included? Was it submitted on time? 
• Coherence: Is the project well written? Proofread? easy to follow?  
• Annotations: Are the methodological choices justified and contextualized? 
• Lesson: Is the lesson clear? doable? creative? 
• Assessment: Is there a coherent assessment plan? 

 
Unit Plans will be presented on the last course day guided by visual aids (ppt, prezi, etc.).  
 
The presentation will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

• Coherence: Is the presentation easy to follow? Is it well organized? 
• Visuals: Do the visual aids guide the presentation? Are they clear? Proofread? 
• Impact: Is the presentation interesting? useful? What do listeners gain? 
• Speech: Is the presenter relying too heavily on notes? Is the speaker interested? 

prepared? 
 
Grades will be assigned as follows: 
A 92.5-100%  C+ 76.5-79.4 
A- 89.5-92.4  C 72.5-76.4 
B+ 86.5-89.4  C- 69.5-72.4 
B 82.5-86.4  D+ 66.5-69.4 
B- 79.5-82.4  D 62.5-66.4 
   D- 59.5-62.4 
   F 0-59.4 
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COURSE & ASSIGNMENT CALENDAR 
Prepare readings, activities and assignments before coming to class. 

 
Week 1 In Class *Read & Write 

 
Prepare & Post 

6/26 Second language reading, 
proficiency & holistic 
approach(es) 

Read: FLTM Introduction 
& Lesson 1 
Read: excerpts SAB 
 
Prepare: Activity 1 

Bring your 5 
(minimum) short 
fiction samples 

6/28 Short fiction, literacy & 
text selection 

Read: excerpts SAB 
Read: excerpts SA 
 
Prepare: Activity 2 

 

6/30 Pre-reading, schemata & 
vocabulary 

Read: FLTM Lesson 2a 
Read: excerpts LVP 
 
Prepare: Activity 3 

Assignment 1: 
preliminary annotated 
bibliography 
 

 
Week 2 In Class Read & Write Prepare & Post 
7/3 (Initial) Reading, 

Comprehension  
 

Read: FLTM Lesson 2b 
Read: excerpts LVP  
Read: excerpts Jiang & 
Grabe 
 
Prepare: Activity 4 

Assignment 2: pre-
reading lesson plan 

7/5 Re-reading & learner 
engagement/skills 
integration 
 

Read: FLTM Lesson 3 
Read: excerpts LVP 
Read: Birkbichler & 
Muyskens  
 
Prepare: Activity 5 

Assignment 3:  
(initial) reading 
lesson plan 
 

7/7 Assessment, the role of 
L1 in L2 reading & 
Performance Descriptors 

Read: FLTM Lesson 4 
Read: excerpts LVP 
 
Prepare: Activity 6 

Assignment 4: re-
reading lesson plan 

 
Week 3 In Class Read & Write Prepare & Post 
7/10 Where & how to read: 

the reader(s), the text & 
the classroom  

Read: Chang  
 
Prepare: Activity 7 

Assignment 5: 
reading assessment 
plan 

7/12 Review of holistic 
approaches to short 
fiction AND  
Place of reading short 

 Annotated Reading 
Unit Presentation 
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fiction in foreign 
language curriculum 

7/14 No Class  Annotated Reading 
Unit by noon on 
course Moodle. 

 
* Subject to modification. 


