
2021-22 Graduate Program Assessment Report Guidelines
Graduate Program Assessment Report Requirements:
Respond to the following items in a narrative report. Please label each item in your report with the corresponding item number and letter from the outline below. Submit your 2020-21 Assessment report to ????(for shared storage in the Graduate Programs’ file repository) by April 9th.
I. Alignment of Program Outcomes
A. Describe how the program’s learning outcomes align with its mission and the University’s mission. [Improve: Mission is entered]
B. Briefly describe the extent to which program outcomes are measurable and well defined. [Improve: Has a suitable number of outcomes in multiple areas, appropriately designated as to content/discipline specific knowledge, skills, or dispositions. Outcomes are operationally defined in performance-based terms (i.e. what graduates of the program will know and be able to do) and in measurable terms and at the right level of granularity.] 
C. Describe how well the program's goals align with institutional core themes and strategic direction goals. [Improve: Contains the mapping of program learning outcomes to both the University's core themes and the strategic directions.]
II. Assessment of Student Achievement
A. Describe how the assessments chosen provide evidence of successful achievement of program outcomes. Each outcome needs to have an appropriate target.[Improve: At least one direct assessment (tests, presentations, papers, and performance tasks) is associated with each program outcome.  Types of assessments are recorded.  Outcomes are related to courses and level (Introduced, Teach and Assess, Refine and Apply) is specified.  Acceptable standards of achievement (targets) are recorded.]

B. Describe how well the outcome data collected is suited for use as a curricular and programmatic planning tool—is it easily applicable and transparent or is it highly technical and opaque? How could you improve the nature of the data you collect for assessment purposes?
C. Describe the extent to which program faculty are engaged in assessing student achievement of program outcomes. What plans are in place to increase faculty engagement if needed?  [Improve: Contains minutes or notes from the relevant meetings.]
III. Dissemination of Outcome-Related Information
A. Detail how the program publishes and communicates outcomes to students, e.g. included in course syllabi and/or outlined in other handouts, discussed in required courses, included in program website or mission statement, etc. [Improve: Contains examples of syllabi or other handouts that communicate outcomes to students.]
B. Describe additional methods the program could use to increase the dissemination of program outcomes to students.  How are desired program outcomes communicated in the advising process? [Improve: Contains relevant documents if any.]
IV. Continuous Improvement Efforts
A. Describe how the program uses data collected from outcome assessment to inform program improvement efforts. Provide specific examples of how the program has used outcome data in curricular and programmatic planning in the last year. [Improve: The results are clearly presented, indicate the proportion of students attaining each level of achievement, and current results are explicitly compared to past results where applicable.]

B. Describe any improvements in student performance that resulted from assessment activities undertaken in the last year. Were the improvements the result of changes to classes, activities or measurement methods? Could improvements be due to other causes?
C. Describe the extent to which the program integrates the measurement of student achievement of program outcomes into its vision and operations. For instance, does curricular review and planning occur on a routine, scheduled basis? Is the curricular review and development process closely tied to the assessment of student learning outcomes? How could integration be improved? [Improve: Provide specific descriptions of current and intended improvements related to assessment results (e.g., dates of implementation, where in curriculum they will occur, who will implement them.)  Note any outcomes where based on the data, no improvements were needed.]
V. Reflection 
Based on this evaluation, what barriers/challenges/opportunities do you see to implementing assessment initiatives in your program? Have there been significant resource or personnel changes to your graduate program over the course of the last year?  How can Graduate Council help?

