Southern Oregon University

Exempt Reviews

Federal regulations specify that certain types of research pose very low risks to subjects, and therefore, require minimal review from the IRB.  To determine if your project is exempt, answer the following questions.

	1. Will subjects be asked to report their own or others' sexual experiences, alcohol or drug use, and will their identities be known to you?
	Yes
	No

	2. Are the subjects' data directly or indirectly identifiable, and could these 
 data place subjects at risk (criminal or civil liability), or might they be damaging to subjects' financial standing, employability or reputation?
	
	

	3. Are any subjects confined in a correctional or detention facility?
	
	

	4. Are subjects used who may not be legally competent?
	
	

	5. Are subjects decisionally impaired?
	
	

	6. Are subjects nursing home residents?
	
	

	7. Are subjects homeless?
	
	

	8. Are subjects minors?
	
	

	9. Are personal records (medical, academic, etc.) used with identifiers and without written consent?
	
	

	10. Will alcohol or drugs be administered?
	
	

	11. Will blood/body fluids be drawn?
	
	

	12. Will you be using pregnant women by design?
	
	


If you answered YES to any of the questions above, then your project is NOT exempt, but may still qualify for expedited review.

If you answered NO to the questions, your research might be EXEMPT if it fits into one of the following categories.

(Circle or Underline all that apply)

1. Educational Research:  Research conducted in established or commonly accepted educational settings, involving normal educational practices.  This is for research that is concerned with improving educational practice.
2. Surveys, Questionnaires, Interviews, or Observation of Public Behavior.
a. To meet this exemption, the subject matter must not involve “sensitive” topics, such as criminal or sexual behavior, alcohol or drug use on the part of the subjects, unless they are conducted in a manner that guarantees anonymity for the subjects.

3. Surveys, Questionnaires, Interviews or Observation of Public Behavior. 
a. Surveys that involve sensitive information and subjects’ identities are known to the researcher may still be exempt if:

i. the subjects are elected to appointed public officials or candidates for public office;
ii. federal statute(s) specify without exception that confidentiality will be maintained throughout the research and thereafter.
4. Archival Research.

a. Research involving the collection or study of existing data, documents, records, pathological or 
b. Research involving diagnostic specimens, if these sources are publicly available or if the information is recorded by the investigator in such a manner that subjects cannot be identified, directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects. These data/samples must be preexisting, which means they were collected prior to the current project.

5. Research Examining Public Benefit or Public Service Programs.

a. To qualify for this exemption, the research must also be conducted by or subject to review by an authorized representative of the program in question. Studies in this category are still exempt if they use pregnant women by design and their purpose is to examine benefit programs specifically for pregnant women.
6. Taste Evaluation Research.

a. Studies of taste and food quality evaluation.  Studies of taste evaluation qualify for this exemption only if:

i. wholesome foods without additives are consumed; 
ii. if a food is consumed that contains a food ingredient at or below the level of and for a use found to be safe.

If you answered NO to the questions and your study fits into one of the six categories, then your project is EXEMPT.  

