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Consent to Participate
Interviews

We want to assure everyone who lets us talk with them that everything they tell us will be treated confidentially.  That means that, unless you give us permission: 
1. We will not use anyone’s real name  to____we will make up pseudonyms
2. We will not state the real location where anyone lives or does business—we will make up pseudonyms for towns or other locations
3. We will not use any information that you tell us is “off the record”
4. We will not talk about what you say with any other participants in the project, nor will we tell you anything about what other people have said
5. We will particularly safeguard any sensitive business or personal information that comes up during interviews

We would like to make audio or videotapes of the interviews, but only if you agree to it.  You have complete control of the recorder or camera at all times.  We will show you how to turn off the equipment or will turn them off for you without any argument if you ask us to do so. You may stop participating at any time without penalty.
We may also like to take photographs, but only if you are comfortable with letting us do so.  We promise to always ask your permission before we do so.  These visual records help us remember what we observe and may be used as illustrations in the reports we write.

You can contact us at any time and ask questions about the project.  Dr. XXX can be reached at her office at (541)552-XXXX.  Dr. XXXX can be reached at her office at (541)552-XXXX.  If you have email, our addresses are XXX.  The office at Southern Oregon University that deals with the rights of people who participate in research projects can be reached at (541)552-8662.  Ask for Deborah Hofer. If you believe that we aren’t living up to our commitment to confidentiality, call that office to inform them that you feel there’s a problem.

The tapes, videotapes, photographs, and notes will only be seen by us and perhaps a clerical staff person who helps us with transcribing our notes.  In any paper that we write or presentation that we give based on this research, we will not use any real names of people unless you have told us that it is okay to do so.  We expect to write research reports and may give talks at professional meetings about the project. 

We would also welcome opportunities to come to speak about our conclusions when the project is complete.  Please feel free to invite us.

We will share anything we write about this project with you—just ask us to send you copies via email or postal mail.  We hope that you will feel that you and your community benefits from helping with this project.  

After you have read this letter and we have answered any questions you have about it, please sign the other side so that we can assure the University that we have respected your rights and have upheld our professional standards. You should feel that you’re doing so freely and without being pressured by us.  We will get a copy of the letter to you for your records.

	Date signed:



	Participant’s name (printed):



	Signature:



	Investigator’s signature: 
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