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Minutes 

OLLI at SOU Council Meeting  
July 27, 2021, 2:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 
 
Present:  Council Members:  John Ferris, Tracy Palermini, Colleen Patrick-Riley, Larry Hunter,  
Elisabeth Zinser, Clark Custodio, Susan Stitham, Phyllis Fernlund.  (Absent: Betsy Gentry) 
Committee Chairs: Ginny Blankinship, Cathy Crocker, Wayne Davison, Cliff Edwards, Peggy 
Evans, Anne Coleman, Sue Sorem, Lorraine Vail, Sandy Hansen.  Staff: Rachel Jones, Rob 
Casserly, Pauline Black. 

 
1. Call to order – President – John Ferris.  2:00 p.m. 
 
2. Adoption of the agenda – John Ferris.   
 
3. Approval of minutes – Meetings of June 8, 2021 – m/s/p 

 
4. Treasurer’s report – Tracy Palermini presented the preliminary 2020-2021 report and noted 

that, with a carryover of 39% of this year’s planned operating expenses, we are in good 
financial condition.  The Annual Fund contributions of $43,995 far exceeded the budget of 
$32,400. 

 
5. President’s remarks – John Ferris encouraged OLLI leaders to help spur our growth back to 

pre-pandemic membership by talking to friends and family and by using social media to 
spread the word about our organization.  He thanked Rob, Peggy, Anne, and others for the 
excellent fall term catalog, and thanked the Curriculum Committee for the fall course 
offerings. “Spectacular work is going on here, thanks to so many people.” 
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6. Discussion 
 
OLLI Operations Manual: John suggested that some directors and chairs may want a binder with 
paper copies of the bylaws, policies, and procedures published on the OLLI website. Rob agreed 
to provide them, and reminded leaders that the online version is the operative one, and that 
those with binders would be responsible for updating theirs as may be necessary. John, Clark, 
Phyllis, Susan, Wayne, Colleen, and Cathy requested binders.  
 
OLLI Strategic Plan process: Phyllis Fernland asked all committee chairs and council directors to 
review the OLLI 2025 Strategic Plan initiatives, and that each committee, and council, select 1 
or 2 for inclusion in the 2021-2022 Annual Plan.  The initiatives are not to become an undue 
burden on already busy committees, but together they provide us with a roadmap for moving 
OLLI in an agreed upon direction.  Annual Plan Worksheets are due to Phyllis by September 17 
for review by Council.  
 
Response to Covid: Council directors and chairs engaged in a lively discussion about possible 
scenarios for Covid response in Fall term, but SOU administration will make a final 
determination of university policy by August 25.  We are bound to abide by policies and 
procedures set by SOU. Rachel and Rob will meet with OLLI instructors and leadership on 
August 26 to communicate that decision.   
 
7. Committee reports: other than the written reports, chairs added the following: 
 

Development – Wayne Davison reported gifts of $4250 to the 2021-22 Annual Fund. 
 
Landscape – Sandy will be stepping down as chair, with our thanks for her great work. There 
is a garden work day on July 31. 

 
Leadership Development and Recruitment – Lorraine Vail reported that Teaching on Zoom 
on August 7 is open to Council directors. 

 
Venue and Technology Planning – Cliff Edwards reported that there would be opportunity in 
August for instructor training in Campbell Center. 
 

8. Additional remarks 
 
Rob Casserly reported that he has been elected to the inaugural SOU Staff Assembly. 
Congratulations to Rob.  
He announced that as of the meeting date we had 448 members. 
He requested that the restroom in the OLLI office be reserved for staff only. 
He asked Council to consider moving the refreshment areas out of classrooms and 
consolidating refreshments in the Member Lounge.  
He is working hard to hire student workers for the coming year. 
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Coming events: 
 

• Thursday, September 9 – 10:00 – 12:00 – Return to Campbell Center 
• Thursday, September 23 – 4:00 – 5:00 – President Schott’s report to OLLI. 
• Tuesday, September 27 – 3:30 – Council Meeting 
• Tuesday, October 26 – 3:30 – Council Meeting 
• Tuesday, November 16 – 3:30 – Council Meeting 
• Week of December 6 – 10 – Holiday gatherings 

 
Adjourned at 3:17 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


