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Minutes 

OLLI at SOU Council Special Meeting  
August 19, 2021, 3:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 
 
Present:  Council Members – Clark Custodio, Phyllis Fernlund, John Ferris, Betsy Gentry, Larry 
Hunter, Tracy Palermini, Colleen Patrick-Riley, Susan Stitham, Elisabeth Zinser.  Committee 
Chairs and Director/Assistant Director – Ginny Blankinship, Rob Casserly, Anne Coleman, Cathy 
Crocker, Wayne Davison, Cliff Edwards, Peggy Evans, Rachel Jones, Sue Sorem, Shannon Wolff.   

 
1. Call to order - President – John Ferris.  3:00 p.m. 
 
2. Discussion and adoption of OLLI policy for in person classes for Fall term 2021.   

 
Susan Stitham moved, “in order to best safeguard our members’ health and safety, I move 
that all OLLI at SOU courses for Fall 2021 be held online.”  Colleen Patrick-Riley seconded.  
Council members commented that this was a very difficult decision and that members had 
been looking forward to in-person classes; we will need to work even harder on developing 
social connections and activities for members;  SOU policies now require masking in all 
indoor spaces regardless of vaccination status; SOU requires vaccinations of all students and 
instructors on campus, but exemptions for “religious, medical or philosophical reasons” are 
allowed;  verification of vaccinated status is through an attestation process and OLLI could 
not enforce “vaccinated only with no exemptions”.  There were no objections to amending 
the motion to read, “in order to best safeguard our members’ health and safety, I move that 
all OLLI at SOU courses and all other OLLI indoor events for Fall 2021 be held online.”  As 
amended, the motion passed unanimously. 
 



2 
 

Susan Stitham moved (seconded by Colleen Patrick-Riley) “further, I move that any OLLI Council 
decision made at this meeting about Fall 2021 be communicated as soon as possible to OLLI 
members in order to inform them prior to the start of Fall Open Registration on Monday, 
August 23.”  The motion passed unanimously.   
 
Susan Stitham moved (seconded by Tracy Palermini) that “we postpone the grand opening of 
the Campbell Center until we are actually grandly opening.”  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Motions were made and amended concerning how to handle requests for refunds for fall term 
since the change to on-line classes only has been made after the catalog was printed and initial 
lottery requests have been made (similar to Spring, 2020).  General OLLI policy is no refunds.  
Finally, Susan Stitham moved (seconded by Phyllis Fernlund) that “we suspend the refund 
policy for Fall 2021 due to the cancellation of in-person classes.”  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
3. Discussion of and potential action on in person classes for Winter term 2021-2022 

 
Phyllis Fernlund moved (seconded by Susan Stitham), “In the interest of the health and safety 
of our members, I move that all OLLI at SOU courses for Winter 2022 be held online.   Council 
members and Rob Casserly noted that copy for the winter catalog is due by September 20, so it 
would be very unlikely conditions could change enough by then to enable in person classes.    
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

 
Adjourned at 4:25 p.m. 


