New Course Proposal
Submit completed form electronically
 
1. Course prefix and course number: ES 230/430
 
2. Course title: EcoAdventure

3. Abbreviated title for class schedule (30 characters or less): EcoAdventure

4. Credit hours: 1-6
(note:  if credits are variable, list range of credits (e.g. 1-8 credits)
5. Catalog description: 
EcoAdventure classes are offered as an applied learning experience fully immersed in the culture and environment of a place.  Offered at different credits depending on location, duration, and workload of the class. 

6. Prerequisites (to add each additional prerequisite, start a new line):
(See attached Note for samples) 

A. (course prefix, (space) and number) NONE or       or       or       or      

B. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

C. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

7. Co-requisites (including labs, if any): 
A. (course prefix, (space) and number) NONE or       or       or       or      

8. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: none

9. Is course repeatable? Yes X  If Yes, list maximum credits: 16

10. [bookmark: Text24][bookmark: Text6]Labs requirements: If course includes a lab: # of hours lecture:       ; # of hours lab:      

11. Fees: List any course fees: Fees will vary depending on location and nature of the activity. Will not exceed $5,000.

12. [bookmark: Text29][bookmark: Text30]Grade Mode:  Graded only:        Pass/No Pass only:         Option: X

13. CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director): 03.01

14. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 
A. University Studies?  N
 
B.  Honors? N 


15. Cross-listing: List any cross-listing (and please complete the Cross-list proposal form at https://inside.sou.edu/provost/curriculum.html):       and       and       and       and      

16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 
A. Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course?
We have been successfully offering this class for several years as ES 408/508. The course was originally designed to provide additional field experiences for students, and we have been able to successfully delivery this since 2018. 

B. Alignment:  
1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan? The mission of the Environmental Science & Policy Program is to prepare students for a range of environmental careers through interdisciplinary training and hands-on professional experience. This course provides hands-on professional experience.

2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? This course has already played a critical role in providing flexible upper division credits for students looking to expand their field experience.  

C. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1: 50; Year 2: 50 ; Year 3: 50 

D. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?
1.  Faculty:  
a. Who will teach the course?  All ES faculty have the opportunity to teach this course.   
b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.  No impact 
c. [bookmark: Text17]If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met?      

2.  Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met. Classroom Needed

3.  Other:  
a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? yes
b. 	Are any other resources needed to support this course?  No  
[bookmark: Text21]If so, please explain how they will be obtained.       

E. External impact:
1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? None  
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.
N/A

2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other academic programs? No   
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.
N/A


17.  Syllabus (condensed)
(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)

B. Learning objectives of the course

C. Required texts

D. Course format

E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.


Approvals:

[image: ]
_____________________________		________11/10/21_____________
      Signature of Division Director			Date



4/29/16


[bookmark: _GoBack]ES 230/430 – EcoAdventure: BioBlitz for Breeding Birds

Instructor: Dr. E. Jamie Trammell	
Phone:	541-552-6496					
Email: trammelle@sou.edu
Office: Science Hall 071 and on Zoom

Course Description:
EcoAdventure: BioBlitz for Breeding Birds! The Almeda Fire destroyed many homes and communities, including critical habitat for birds. For this EcoAdventure, we will be collecting evidence of breeding birds along the Bear Creek greenway in a short amount of time. For those who are not local, you will need to participate in a breeding bird survey where you live. In both cases, we will be contributing essential citizen science information for avian conservation. This class requires outdoor activities, but the location can be flexible. Class will be held on Tuesday April 27 and Tuesday May 1 from 5:30 pm-7:00 pm, and the BioBlitz field trips will be on Saturday May 22 and Sunday May 23 from 5am-12pm. 

Objectives: The objective of this course is to teach you how to explore and enjoy your natural environment. Specifically, you will learn to identify common bird species, identify breeding behavior of those species, and how to record this information for longitudinal studies. 

 Environmental Science & Policy Program Outcomes (those in bold are addressed in this class): 
1. Students will be able to define and describe the fundamental scientific processes and major national/international laws or protocols relevant to environmental problems in the natural sciences, physical sciences, and social sciences. 
2. Students will communicate effectively about environmental issues in writing, speech and visual images. 
3. Students will be able to analyze hypotheses and environmental problems utilizing statistical and data analyses. 
4. Students will be able to construct temporal and spatial models of complex environmental problems and be able to interpret maps and spatial data of natural resource issues. 
5. Students will act as global citizens and engage in civic activities in their community addressing sustainability. 


Prerequisite: None, just a general curiosity and love for being outdoors.

Course Text and Misc. Requirements: There is no set required textbook for this course. However, we will be using multiple resources to learn about birds and bird behavior. I will be posting some required readings to Moodle. If you have access to a smartphone, then you will be required to download at least one bird guide application. You may want to pay for one of the better applications, but none (to my knowledge) cost more than $20. If you do not have a smartphone, you will need to use a traditional field guide. If you do not have one, then I encourage you to buy one that is locally relevant (I will post several good resources for those who are in southern Oregon/northern California). If you do not have a smartphone, or cannot afford a field guide, or cannot find one at a library, please get in contact with me ASAP, and no later than May 1. I will provide binoculars to anyone locally who does not have a pair. 

E-mail Requirement: I will primarily use Moodle to communicate with the class, but I also intend on sending messages about the course’s progression and issues via e-mail. Therefore, all students taking this course must use the SOU email account provided to you by the University. Please check your email on a regular basis for important announcements.

Course Structure: This course will entail two synchronous Zoom class meetings, then two early morning field trips (see above description or schedule below for dates).

Course Assessment:

All assignments in this course will be in support of our two field days where we will be observing and documenting any/all breeding bird behavior along the Bear Creek Greenway. Each student will be responsible for learning about commonly found bird species really well, to the point that you will serve as the reference person for those species while we are in the field. To help your classmates learn about your species, we will build a class reference guide using Google Sites. You will be responsible for creating a page for each of your species, and populating it with information to help us properly identify both the species and their potential breeding behaviors. This will be spread out over two assignments that help prepare you for those field days. At the end, you will have one assignment that reflects on your experience in the class. 

Assignments and Activities 

	Assignment
	Description
	Points

	Focal species
	Identify and describe your focal bird species on the class website. This must include a creative commons image, the common name, scientific name, basic description, and identification information. ES 230 students = 1 species, ES 430 students = 3 species, ES 530 students = 5 species.
	10

	Breeding behavior
	Identify and describe your focal species behavior on the class website. This must also include information about its breeding behavior (where it nests, what the nests look like, and if there are any unique behaviors associated with breeding). ES 230 students must identify at least 2 behaviors, ES 430 students must identify 4 behaviors, and ES 530 students must identify at least 5 behaviors and the habitats that you might expect the behavior be seen. 
	10

	Field Trips
	Attend both field days, participate throughout, properly identify your species (if available), and properly document breeding birds on your field data sheet. ES 530 students will compile and post data to the class website. 
	30

	Reflection
	After the field days, I want you to reflect on your experience in the class. This will be developed in Google Sites as an ePortfolio. I encourage you to take pictures on the field trip so you can include those in your reflection. Details can be found on Moodle.  
	10




Grading Guide

>92	=	A				73-76	=	C
90-92	=	A-				70-72	=	C-
87-89 	=	B+				67-69	=	D+
83-86	=	B				63-66	=	D
80-82	=	B-				60-62	=	D-
77-79	=	C+				<60	=	F

*****Tentative Class Schedule of Topics and Activities*****
	Week 4  April  27
	Topic:
	Introduction to course and Birding 101
	Readings:
	Posted to Moodle

	
	Goal:
	Introduce course, outline assignments, and discuss field trip details. Introduction to birding.
	Assignment:
	Focal species assignment Due May 4.

	Week 6 
May 11
	Topic:
	Breeding bird surveys 101
	Readings:
	Posted to Moodle

	
	Goal:
	Learn about the national breeding bird survey protocols, as well as local efforts.
	Assignment:
	Breeding bird assignment Due May 18.

	Week 7/8 
May 22 & 23
	Topic:
	BioBlitz BBS!
	Readings:
	Field guides, notes to help identify species.

	
	Goal:
	Be outside, learn how to identify species, see the biodiversity all around you.
	Assignment:
	Take pictures, write down field notes and observations, reflect on the species and activities around you.

	Week 10 June 9 
	Topic:
	No class 
	Readings:
	None

	
	Goal:
	Reflect on the BioBlitz experience; formalize your thoughts on local biodiversity.
	Assignment:
	Finalize your BioBlitz ePortfolio. Due June 9.
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