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TO:		Paul Pavlich, Bill Hughes, Political Science and History Department
FROM:	Paul Adalian, Dean of University Library, Emily Miller Francisco, E-Resource Systems and Web Coordinator, Dorothy Ormes, Government Information and Political Science Librarian
CC:	Penny Thorpe, Academic Affairs, Mary Jane Cedar Face, Collection Development Librarian
DATE:		October 22, 2013
SUBJECT:	Resources to support proposed new program proposal in COMM and PS/HIST: Civic Engagement

Although not required by OUS unless a new major, minor, or certificate is part of a proposal, Hannon Library feels it is important to review the status of its collections whenever a new program proposal is sent to the Senate Curriculum Committee.
The interim Communication Librarian and the Political Science Librarian learned of this program very recently and have not had time to prepare a thorough report on Hannon Library Resources for this new program in Political Science.  The report that follows is a brief overview of the Library’s resources in this area.
BOOKS & DVDs
As the Library’s materials budget has decreased, we have focused on purchasing titles that support the main areas of the Communication and Political Science programs. In the discipline of political science we have a reasonable selection of materials.  A search on the subject “political participation” retrieves a substantial number of entries about half of which have been added since the year 2001. This includes federal government information paper and e-resources. Our subscription to a large ebook collection and participation in Orbis Cascade Alliance’s ebook program has helped provide access to many more titles.  A general subject search on the topic limited to ebooks retrieves 190 entries, 78 written since 2008.  We have twenty-seven significant Reference titles supporting political science, one of these specific to political participation and citizen action. We could only locate four films specific to political participation and three of these are videocassettes. The fourth is the feature film “Slacker Uprising” by Michael Moore. 
We also have a reasonable selection of materials in the discipline of communication. A search in the subject field for “political aspects” and rhetoric or language retrieves 236 items. About half of these items have been added since 2001. Again, many of these newer resources are ebooks. There are many more books available through Orbis Cascade, but students must wait almost a week to receive them.


DATABASES AND ONLINE JOURNALS
Hannon Library does subscribe to the SocIndex with Full Text and Communication Mass Media Complete and LexisNexis databases all of which would serve this program well. The Library also relies on the interdisciplinary database, Academic Search Complete (EBSCO) to support Political Science and Communication research.  Searches on “political participation,” “civic engagement,” and “practical politics” in Academic Search Complete (ASC) retrieved numerous articles, some of which are available in full-text within ASC.  In the Communication and Mass Media Complete database, a search on the subject heading “political participation” retrieved 1506 citations. More than half of these are available either in full-text or in print through the Library. The rest can be ordered through Interlibrary Loan for a fee. We didn’t have time to conduct more extensive research into specific political science and communication titles.
ADEQUACY OF LIBRARY HOLDINGS TO SUPPORT PROPOSED CIVIC ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM
As long as the Communication and Political Science Departments are maintaining current curriculum for this program, the Library’s holdings are adequate. We will not request money to purchase resources for this proposed program; we suggest that as the program evolves, there may be a need for more targeted resources.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review and respond to the proposal.



