[bookmark: _GoBack]Southern Oregon University
Minor in Social Justice

Home Department: Social Sciences, Policy, and Culture

Rationale
· Student demand: Students with an interest in social justice, pursuing a variety of majors, have expressed interest in developing further skills and knowledge though a structured curricular program.  The proposed Social Justice minor will complement many existing majors across campus and allow interested students to pursue social justice perspectives in diverse ways.
· Existing faculty interest and expertise: Current courses in SSPC (and possibly from other academic departments as well) can be “bundled” into a solid Social Justice Minor with no need for new faculty resources.
· Social need:  Education that furthers sensitivity to, and understanding of, major issues of social justice is vitally needed at local, national, and international levels. Understanding relationships of vulnerability, power inequity and institutions of change provides tools needed for informed and effective participation at all levels of community.
· Academic skill development:  Social justice offers a powerful vehicle for developing the constructive critical perspective on which a liberal arts education is grounded.
· Employability:  Recent SOU alumni/ae who have focused on social justice issues have found meaningful employment in local, national, and international contexts and are making important, positive contributions to the world.

Required credits: 28

Core courses: 20 credits
	ANTH 213	Cultural Anthropology
	IS 375 		Human Rights in a Global Age
	ANTH 464 	Cultural Rights
	SSPC  440   	Social Activism: History and Methodology     
	SSPC 409	Practicum (4 credits)

Elective courses: 8 credits
Select two topical courses with a specific focus on social justice.  Selection must be approved by advisor. Possibilities within SSPC programs include:
	ANTH 336 (all topics)				NAS  386, 399 (selected topics)   
	ECON 325 Labor Economics 			SOC 304 Poverty, Family, and Policy
	ECON 340 Gender Economics			SOC 310 Community Studies
	GSWS 302 Contemporary U.S.		SOC 372 Social Inequality
		      Women’s Movements		SOC 425 Food, Power, and Agriculture
		
As the minor develops, relevant courses from other departments may be included. 
