Inter-institutional Senate (IFS) January 28, 2019 Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]2019 OREGON LEGISLATIVE SESSION BILLS (Over 30 Pre-session bills filed) Higher Education Focus.
Governor’s Recommended Budget:
· Flat funding for universities
· Elimination of Engineering Sustaining Funds
· Elimination of Sports Lottery funding
· Net real reduction of over $20 million
· Delay of capital projects to 2020
Refer to Oregon OLIS for introduced bill texts and legislative activity: https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2018R1 
SENATE BILLS 
SB 540 Sexual Assault Reporting
Requires that institutions of higher education report allegations of sexual assault to law enforcement agency. 
SB 3 Applied Baccalaureate Degrees at Community Colleges
Permits community colleges to offer applied baccalaureate degree programs under specified conditions and upon receiving approval from Higher Education Coordinating Commission. 
SB 4 University - Community College Merger
Permits merger of community college and public university. Directs community college and public university to submit proposal for merger to Higher Education Coordinating Commission for approval. If commission approves merger, directs commission to submit report on merger to Legislative Assembly. 
HOUSE BILLS
HB2249 Oregon Workforce Needs
Requires Higher Education Coordinating Commission to conduct study and develop recommendations on how Oregon’s public institutions of higher education can best prepare and match Oregon’s current and future workforce with workforce needs of Oregon’s critical economic sectors.  
HB2030 Omnibus 
· Renames Oregon Youth Conservation Corps Advisory Committee as Oregon Youth Conservation Corps Advisory Board. 
· Alters requirements for receipt of vouchers for completion of Oregon Community Stewardship Corps program. 
· Clarifies authorities governing Office of Community Colleges and Workforce Development. 
· Updates references to Office of Student Access and Completion to reflect current agency  structure. 
· Establishes June 30, 2021, repeal for Oregon Troops to Teachers program and Oregon Roadmap to Language Excellence Scholarships. 
· Clarifies that Higher Education Coordinating Commission, rather than Oregon Department of Administrative Services, is responsible for disbursement of state aid to community colleges. 
· Gives commission implied and direct authority to exercise powers, duties and functions granted to commission by Legislative Assembly. 
· Clarifies commission’s use of fingerprints to conduct criminal background checks for specific positions. 
HB2213 College Textbook Affordability
Requires each community college and public university to ensure that course description for every academic course offered in succeeding academic term lists all textbooks enrolled students are required to purchase. Creates limited exceptions. Requires each community college and public university to establish textbook affordability plan. States required elements of plan. Requires at least one student representative to be involved in developing plan. 
HB2651 Redundant Programs Study
Directs Higher Education Coordinating Commission to conduct study that identifies duplications and redundancies among public university degree programs, certificate programs, classes and other programs and identifies methods for consolidating or eliminating duplications and redundancies. Requires commission to report results of study to Legislative Assembly not later than September 15, 2020. 
HB2028 Transfer Student Bill of Rights
Integrates foundational curricula and unified statewide transfer agreements into Transfer Student Bill of Rights and Responsibilities. Requires Higher Education Coordinating Commission to establish work group to advise on designing standards to implement Transfer Student Bill of Rights and Responsibilities and to develop electronic system for disseminating information regarding foundational curricula and unified state-wide transfer agreements
HB2029 Accelerated College Credit
Revises types of programs considered accelerated college credit programs for purpose of requirement that school districts provide accelerated college credit programs. 
HB2263 Accelerated College Credit 
· Directs Department of Education, in collaboration with Higher Education Coordinating 
· Commission, to administer Accelerated College Credit Planning Partnership Grant Program to encourage partnerships between school districts and post-secondary institutions of education to offer accelerated college credit programs. 
· Directs Department of Education, in collaboration with Higher Education Coordinating Commission, to administer Accelerated College Credit Partnership Enhancement Grant Program for purpose of enhancing accelerated college credit programs and partnerships. 
· Directs Department of Education, in collaboration with Higher Education Coordinating Commission, to administer Accelerated College Credit Instructor Grant Program for purpose of providing education or training to teachers who will provide or are providing instruction in accelerated college credit programs. 
· Directs Higher Education Coordinating Commission to study current and best practices to recommend range of content area graduate courses to meet dual credit program instructor qualifications. 
· Clarifies contents of reports on review of employees at public institutions of higher education. 
· Clarifies that public universities are eligible to participate in grant program for seismic 
· Directs Teacher Standards and Practices Commission to consult with educator preparation program providers to determine whether providers should provide accelerated learning specialization. 
HB2372 Credit Transfer Effectiveness
Directs Higher Education Coordinating Commission to study effectiveness of implementing chapter 669, Oregon Laws 2017, and determine whether additional legislation is necessary to enhance process of transferring academic credits between community colleges and public universities. Requires commission to report findings to interim committees of Legislative Assembly related to higher education on or before September 15, 2020. 
HB2557 Accelerated Credit Teacher Qualifications
Establishes minimum education requirements for teachers of certain accelerated college credit program courses. 

Faculty Issues across the institutions

1. Faculty Evaluations
a. Discussing the effectiveness of student evaluations and their use in promotion and tenure.

2. Low Cost / No Cost Textbooks – policies landing on top of each other – accessibility.

3. Workload Equity Issues
a. Different Tracks
b. Advising
c. Competing mandates from CBA/Bylaws


