New Course Proposal
Submit completed form electronically
 
1. Course prefix and course number: COMM 353
 
2. Course title: Family Communication

3. Abbreviated title for class schedule (30 characters or less): Family Communication

4. Credit hours: 4
(note:  if credits are variable, list range of credits (e.g. 1-8 credits)
Catalog description: 
Focuses on understanding how we develop, maintain, disrupt, or otherwise change family relationships through a variety of communicative processes. Topics include closeness and affection, disclosure, sibling interaction, parenting and parent-child relationships, communication in romantic partnerships, conflict, and family communication theory. Students develop an understanding of their own past, current, and future family dynamics as well as family communication skills.

5. Prerequisites (to add each additional prerequisite, start a new line): None
(See attached Note for samples) 

[bookmark: Text27]A. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

B. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

C. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

6. Co-requisites (including labs, if any): 
A. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

7. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: Sophomore standing or above
[bookmark: _GoBack]
8. [bookmark: Text33][bookmark: Text5]Is course repeatable? Yes        No X If Yes, list maximum credits:      

9. [bookmark: Text24][bookmark: Text6]Labs requirements: If course includes a lab: # of hours lecture:       ; # of hours lab:      

10. [bookmark: Text4]Fees: List any course fees:      

11. [bookmark: Text29][bookmark: Text30]Grade Mode:  Graded only:        Pass/No Pass only:         Option: X

12. CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director): 09.0100

13. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 
A. University Studies?  Y (new gen ed)  If yes, list Strand(s): Communication and Expression core capacity
 
B.  Honors? N


15. Cross-listing: List any cross-listing (and please complete the Cross-list proposal form at https://inside.sou.edu/provost/curriculum.html):       and       and       and       and      

16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 
Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course? Family communication is an important area of the communication discipline that our curriculum does not currently address thoroughly. This course strategically serves communication majors as well as students from other majors who have a personal interest in the topic and wish to take the class as an elective or to fulfill their communication and expression general education core capacity. 

A. Alignment:  
1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan?  This course helps fulfill the following communication program learning outcomes:  proficient communication, critical thinking and inquiry, and cultural competence. 

2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? This course adds to our curriculum in the broad area of interpersonal communication.  While we have other classes that discuss interpersonal communication at the upper division level (e.g., negotiation, conflict management) we do not have a class that is specific to the important topic of interpersonal communication in families. 

B. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1: 20; Year 2: 25; Year 3: 30

C. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?
1.  Faculty:  
a. Who will teach the course?  Assistant Professor Kristin Hocevar and Associate Professor Precious Yamaguchi are interested, qualified, and available to teach the course. 
b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.  This course has been discussed with all program faculty. The program supports adding this to our curriculum and staffing this course in Kristin’s and/or Precious’ normal loading/schedules. 
c. If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met? This course is an elective so additional faculty members are not anticipated to be needed. 

2.  Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met. None

3.  Other:  
a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? Yes
b. 	Are any other resources needed to support this course?  No
[bookmark: Text21]If so, please explain how they will be obtained.       

E. External impact:
1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? It is not anticipated that this course will affect existing programs elsewhere in the university. 
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.

2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other academic programs? No.    
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.




17.  Syllabus (condensed)
(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)
See syllabus

B. Learning objectives of the course
See syllabus

C. Required texts: Galvin et al. (2018). Family Communication: Cohesion and Change (10th ed.). Routledge. 

D. Course format: This course could be successfully taught in a fully in-person, hybrid, or fully online asynchronous format. 

E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.


Approvals:

[image: ]		11/10/21
_____________________________		_____________________
      Signature of Division Director			Date



4/29/16


Professor: Dr. Kristin Hocevar 
Email:  hocevark@sou.edu
Office hours: see Moodle for information
Class times: (class format may be in-person, hybrid, or fully online depending on curricular needs)

COMM 353: Family Communication

Focuses on understanding how we develop, maintain, disrupt, or otherwise change family relationships through a variety of communicative processes. Topics include closeness and affection, disclosure, sibling interaction, parenting and parent-child relationships, communication in romantic partnerships, conflict, and family communication theory. Students will develop an understanding of their own past, current, and future family dynamics as well as family communication skills. 

Course Learning Objectives (CLOs):
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
· Discuss the changing definitions of family and recognize the social and cultural contexts in which families operate
· Identify and explain family communication theories
· Analyze family interactions according to relevant theories (e.g., systems theory) and current research
· Evaluate communication patterns in your own family
· Improve family communication skills by interpreting or analyzing others’ messages and developing messages for different family communication contexts 
· Additionally, students will meet the general education communication and expression core capacities of identifying and developing ideas, expressing ideas, and receiving and appreciating ideas

Required Textbook:
Galvin, K. M., Braithwaite, D. O., Schrodt, P., & Bylund, C. L. (2018). Family communication: Cohesion and change (10th ed.). Routledge.



Course Assignments
More information will be provided about each assignment on the course site and in class.

Chapter Quizzes

Research Application Assignment
Students will apply current research findings to craft specific messages in family communication contexts. As part of this assignment, students will craft messages explaining research findings to a non-academic, general audience.
Family Communication Case Study Analysis 
The purpose of this paper is to have students observe and analyze their own family’s communication patterns of interaction. As part of this case study, students will be expected analyze positive/negative interactions in their family, using specific examples as evidence. Students will analyze what impact these interactions have on their family relationships as well as discuss what specific patterns they would replicate or change for their own families in the future. Application of course concepts and current family communication research is required. 
Participation
Points will be awarded based on consistent and thoughtful participation in class discussions/activities as well as attendance, or for online courses, for online discussion participation. 

Note – additional assignments, schedule, etc. will be created as part of course development work related to the new Communication and Expression general education core capacity application. 
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