
New Course Proposal 

1. Course prefix and course number: SOAN 329

2. Course title: Data Visualization

3. Abbreviated title for class schedule: Data Visualization

4. Credit hours: 4

5. Catalog description: A systematic introduction to data visualization for the social 

sciences. Examines best practices for designing simple and effective charts, graphs, 

maps and diagrams. Provides hands-on experience visualizing data using Microsoft 

Excel. Emphasis on choosing appropriate charts for different types of data and analytic 

goals.

6. Prerequisites (to add each additional prerequisite, start a new line): None

7. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: Sophomore 

standing

8. Is course repeatable? No

9. Labs requirements: This is a lab-based course that will meet regularly (4hrs/wk) in a lab.

10. Fees: List any course fees: None

11. Grade Mode: Optional

12. CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director): 45.1301

13. Special qualifications: None

15. Cross-listing: None

16. Strategic justification for proposed course:

A. Rationale: Data-driven decision making is the new norm in modern

organizations, but most current employees lack the data visualization skills to

contribute effectively to those decision-making processes. SOU does not currently

offer a data visualization course focused on best practices in chart design using MS

Excel. EMDA 331 (The Art of Data) introduces basic program and design principles.

BUS 497 (Business Analytics) uses Tableau to visualize data sets in interactive

dashboards that can inform decision making process. SOAN 329 will train students in

chart design using MS Excel (ubiquitous in work-place settings) and be

complementary to these other SOU courses.










