Proposed 2021 Distinguished Faculty Awards
Pending Senate approval

Distinguished Teaching Awardees
Dr. Brian Fedorek

Dr. Fedorek has been with SOU since 2009 and has demonstrated an affinity for teaching and fostering student success. His Socratic teaching style weaves stories and narratives, draws in personal anecdotes and cultural references, and enables his students to critically think about the material presented. Not only is Dr. Fedorek engaging and extremely knowledgeable he is one of the most present and humorous professors at SOU, of his students can’t wait for his classes each week. Dr. Fedorek continually strives to diversify students’ experience in his classroom, and he regularly updates his textbooks to ensure the pedagogy will appropriately reflect the material. Dr. Fedorek truly cares about his students and SOU, and he is truly a distinguished teacher.
 
  
Dr. Andrew Gay

“I noticed that Professor Gay teaches with what I'd call cadence - there's a rhythm to the course I observed and the Moodle course shell I reviewed that belies careful planning and thoughtful construction of classes, which I admire. Additionally, it was clear from the beginning of class that students were engaged with the content of script writing, their classmates, and Professor Gay, who managed to establish a brisk pace that also allowed plenty of time for students to communicate with one another. It was also clear to me that in the midst of this meaningful work, students enjoyed being there.” Written by Dr. Nigel Waterton



Dr. Shanell Sanchez

Dr. Shanell Sanchez is affable, self-deprecating, and according to her students dynamic and engaging. Dr. Sanchez is amazing at connecting with her students. While she directs the classroom, she always leaves room for the voices of the students to be heard. Dr. Sanchez creates an environment in which the students are comfortable engaging.  Whether she is assisting students with research or walking a student through future career plans, Dr. Sanchez unceasingly demonstrates that she is a wonderful asset to her students, the CCJ department, and to the SOU community.

Distinguished Service Awardees

Dr. David Carter
 
Dr. Carter served in the United States Army and has contributed to the Criminology and Criminal Justice Department since 2008. Dr. Carter not only was the CrimClub faculty advisor for over ten years but was the Lock-In coordinator, which required hundreds of coordinating hours each year of his own time. Dr. Carter also served as a Faculty Senator and Senate Chair. The time he devoted to being a voice for those faculty members that didn’t have a voice will never be forgotten. Dr. Carter also made huge contributions to the faculty union, serving as its President, as a member of multiple negotiating teams, and as lead negotiator.  Dr. Carter is always willing to go above and beyond: no matter the time of day, he is ready to listen and gives his all to ensure student and faculty concerns get addressed.
 
Dr. Brook Colley
 
Dr. Colley has been at SOU since 2015, and since her arrival, she has been a valued faculty member. Dr. Colley’s work with the Native American Studies on SOU’s campus has been impressive and extensive. Dr. Colley’s leadership in planning and leading major regional and campus cultural events centered on native communities is exceptional. She organized and led the Queer Indigenous Gathering for five years. Dr. Colley is also a tireless organizer of Indigenous Peoples’ Day celebrations and educational programming. This event serves not only SOU, but broadcasts educational opportunities to numerous local schools. Dr. Colley’s accomplishments in service are exceptional and her commitment to these many endeavors is exemplary.




Distinguished Scholarship Awardees


Dr. Edwin Battistella 
 
Dr. Battistella is a highly respected scholar renowned for his work on linguistic asymmetry and syntax, language diversity, and language attitudes. Dr. Battistella distinguishes himself by extending and sharing his work beyond the academic community and making it relevant to a wide range of audiences. In addition to his lengthy list of published books such as Dangerous Crooked Scoundrels and Sorry About That, contribute chapters, and scholarly articles, he is frequently invited to provide expert commentary in radio interviews and public presentations. He writes frequent blog posts on language, grammar, and linguistics for the Oxford University Press website. Dr. Battistella has achieved a noteworthy record as a scholar while at SOU.  
 
Dr. Peter Wu
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Dr. Wu’s scholarship record while at SOU is impressive. With 70 peer-reviewed journal articles, 64 professional presentations, 10 book contributions (as editor or chapter author), and one authored book, he has an extensive list of scholarly work. Dr. Wu’s creativity has also resulted in 13 patents, and over half of those patents were achieved since 2017. He has participated in prestigious research projects managed by federal agencies such as the Emerald Raptor, NSF Advanced Biomanufacturing Workshop, Soil/Sediment collection and printing, Deep ocean Gulf of Mexico sediment collection, and Bureau of Engraving and Printing Scientific Panel. Dr. Wu’s depth and breadth of scholarship while being an SOU professor represent a truly remarkable achievement.

