[bookmark: _gjdgxs]POLICY CHANGE

	CATALOG YEAR/ACADEMIC YEAR
2018-2019



	EXISTING/PRIOR POLICY (IF ANY)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Removal of early registration option for online students

During the first five days of the registration period, only online degree completion students with sufficient class standing may register for online courses. The restriction is removed from online courses by 1:00 p.m., Friday, of the first week of registration. This restriction will be applied to all courses with a delivery method of "Online." However, departments offering online courses may provide manual overrides to students on a case-by-case basis until the registration restriction is removed.



	RATIONALE OR PURPOSE

This practice was implemented several years ago when SOU had very few online course sections and there was a very real need to preserve seats for online degree completion students.  At present, SOU offers many online seats/sections, and the need for this preservation has diminished greatly.  This practice is also incredibly confusing for students, creating  a barrier to their ability to effectively register.  Finally, program-level maintenance of student attributes used to trigger this permission has been spotty at best, resulting in many potential online degree completion students being missed and many students maintaining this attribute even after moving to a non-eligible academic program.  In summary, the practice is no longer necessary and creates more issues and barriers than it solves.



	NEW OR REVISED POLICY

Eliminate the current restriction, effective with Spring term 2019 registration.  ESC to provide options for online degree completion programs to help manage registration volume in online sections using alternative means should they so desire.



	ACADEMIC POLICIES COMMITTEE DECISION:  approved	3-yes, 2 abstain	

	DECISION DATE
2018-11-16



