SOU 2011-12 Campus Theme Proposal:
Civility
Healthy debate and disagreement are at the heart of a vibrant democracy. Yet contemporary society seems to be marked by increasing incivility. In virtually all spheres of our life, we find acrimony and aggression on the rise. On occasion, even on our own campus, one hears and witnesses uncivil behavior among and between students, faculty, and administrators.
In its original form, the word civility referred to training in the humanities, and education has always played an important role in fostering civility in society. Civility defines the standard of behavior expected in human interaction.  
With the goal of gaining fresher understanding and promoting greater respect for one another on campus and beyond, it is proposed that Southern Oregon University (SOU) adopt “Civility” as its yearlong theme for the academic year 2011-12.  
The upcoming presidential election and the current state of public discourse, and SOU’s own 140th anniversary offer a unique opportunity for us to critically examine and discuss this important and timely topic. 
The theme of civility provides a natural continuation of this year’s theme On Being Human.  The campus will explore what it means to be civil and examine related ideas such as civil society, civic life, civilization, and citizen, building on insights we have gained from this year’s theme. As in the past two years, the goal is for the campus to engage in rigorous intellectual conversation about this important issue informed by the best of traditions, latest research, scholarship, and insights from several different perspectives. 
Following the exhortation of President John F. Kennedy, “… let us begin anew – remembering…that civility is not a sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof.”  
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