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In only its second year, our campus theme idea is already enjoying tremendous success beyond our initial expectations. The campus theme is increasingly becoming recognized as part of our campus culture, and the theme events have been warmly received and consistently well attended by both our campus and local community.

We inaugurated the 2010-11 theme On Being Human with the visit of internationally renowned physicist Dr. Lawrence Krauss. We estimated a combined attendance of over 800 from across the valley for his two lectures.

During Fall 2010 term, we explored On Being Human from the natural sciences point of view. The series of lectures and panel discussions were coordinated by Steve Jessup, Professor of Environmental Studies. Winter term, we turned to the Social Sciences. Fraser Pearson, Professor of Psychology, has helped put together an outstanding program, including guest speaker Dr. Stanley Coren, Professor of Psychology, University of British Columbia, visiting us later this term. During Spring term, the focus will shift to the Arts and Humanities. Prakash Chenjeri and Dan Morris are putting the final touches on several events for spring term, and have already lined up a guest speaker, the renowned feminist philosopher Nel Noddings, Stanford University. 

The success of the campus theme and its embrace by the campus community is reflected by the number of departments and programs represented in the various activities organized over the three terms. We thank the faculty for their support and for volunteering their time and energy by sharing their expertise in talks and panel discussions. 

We also wish to express our gratitude to President Cullinan, Provost Klein, Dean Arp and the Student Affairs Office for their strong support of the campus theme project. We are pleased to report that funding for the visit of Dr. Coren was provided primarily by the Psychology Department and funding for Dr. Noddings will be covered by the Van Dyke Endowment. Dr. Noddings will also be our 2011 Van Dyke Lecturer. In addition, several departments or campus groups are organizing events independently; we appreciate the support, and applaud these efforts. 

We also extend our sincere thanks to the entire Marketing team under Director Jim Beaver. They have done an outstanding job by designing beautiful posters and publicizing the events. They are largely responsible for the news coverage we have received for the various events.




Selected list of campus theme events during Fall and Winter: 

An Atom from Oregon: Human Origins from the Beginning to the End of Time. Dr. Lawrence Krauss. October 14, 2010.

Life, the Universe, and Nothing: A Cosmic Mystery Story. Dr. Lawrence Krauss, Professor of Physics and Director of the Origins Project, University of Arizona. October 15, 2010.
A Dialogue on the Lawrence Krauss Lectures. Hosted by Dr. Steve Jessup. October 21, 2010.
Manipulating Numbers: Are Humans Hard-wired for Mathematics? Panel Discussion with Dr. Steve Jessup (Encironmental Studies), Jim Hatton (Mathematics), Dr. Kemble Yates (Mathematics), Dr. Prakash Chenjeri (Language, Literature, and Philosophy.. November 4, 2010.
Face to Face with Early Human Ancestors. Panel Discussion on human origins and the fossil record with Dr. Mark Tveskov (Anthropology), Dr. Charles Welden (Biology), Dr. Richard May (Biology), Dr. Steven Jessup (Environmental Studies).
Human Language/Animal Communication: Bridging the Gap. Dr. Mark Krause (Psychology). January 20, 2011.
Better than Human?  Paul Proteus meets the Post-Humans. Dr. Echo Fields, (SSPC). January 26, 2011.
The Psychology of Social Networks: The Digital Self. Dr. Daniel DeNeui (Psychology). February 3, 2011.
Homo Homini Lupus: War in the Modern World. Dr. Todd Carney (History). February 10, 2011.
Dogs and Humans: A Common History and a Bond. Dr. Stanley Coren, Professor of Psychology, University of Alberta, February 24, 2011.
A Dog's Eye View of the World. Dr. Stanley Coren, Professor of Psychology, University of Alberta. February 25, 2011.
The calendar of events for Spring term will be finalized and announced by the end of Winter term.
Prakash Chenjeri and Dan Morris
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