New Course Proposal
Submit completed form electronically
 
1. Course prefix and course number: COMM218
 
2. Course title: Comics, Culture & Politics

3. Abbreviated title for class schedule (30 characters or less): Comics, Culture & Politics

4. Credit hours: 4
(note:  if credits are variable, list range of credits (e.g. 1-8 credits)
5. Catalog description: Long regarded as a marginal art form, comic books and graphic novels have emerged as platforms for potent political expression, and the foundation of billion-dollar media franchises. This course examines comic art relying on the theoretical and methodological approaches by which mass media have been formally studied in the 20th and 21st centuries, including media effects, audience reception, cultural studies, feminism, ethnic studies, political economy, and more. Students will explore diverse comic genres including superheroes, manga, autobiography, and others.

6. Prerequisites (to add each additional prerequisite, start a new line):
(See attached Note for samples) 

[bookmark: Text27]A. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

B. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

C. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

7. Co-requisites (including labs, if any): 
A. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

8. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions:      

9. [bookmark: Text33][bookmark: Text5]Is course repeatable? Yes        No X  If Yes, list maximum credits:      

10. [bookmark: Text24][bookmark: Text6]Labs requirements: If course includes a lab: # of hours lecture:       ; # of hours lab:      

11. [bookmark: Text4]Fees: List any course fees:      

12. [bookmark: Text29][bookmark: Text30]Grade Mode:  Graded only:        Pass/No Pass only:         Option: X

13. [bookmark: Text7]CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director): 09.0102

14. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 
A. University Studies?  Yes  If yes, list Strand(s) F
	This course will be submitted for F Strand, but has not yet been approved.
 
[bookmark: Text25]B.  Honors?       


15. Cross-listing: List any cross-listing (and please complete the Cross-list proposal form at https://inside.sou.edu/provost/curriculum.html):       and       and       and       and      

16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 
A. Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course? Although the fields of Communication Studies and Media Studies are most closely aligned with the social sciences, the Communication program’s current curricula in Communication Studies and Social Media & Public Engagement feature no courses approved for F-Strand in SOU’s University Studies curriculum. In partially remedying that shortcoming with this course proposal, we also intend this course as a large-section offering that drives enrollment in our program and improves retention at SOU. Expressing pedagogical approaches worked out via a similar course offered in the Honors College in Winter 2019, COMM218 will be further aligned with Goal 1 of SOU’s strategic plan, and will continue to innovate on content and instructional techniques to create a serious learning experience and promote student creativity at scale, with minimal reliance on conventional lecturing as the only instructional method that can achieve larger headcounts in a single course.

B. Alignment:  
[bookmark: Text10]1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan?       

2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? COMM218 will be a peer to our existing courses COMM200 – Communication Across Cultures and COMM203 – Media Literacy, providing majors and minors with another option for meeting foundational learning outcomes in the Communication Program. However, COMM218’s premiere role will be as a service course for students in multiple disciplines, providing an engaging alternative course that introduces students to the social science principles entailed in the study of mass media.

C. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1 50; Year 2 60; Year 3 70 

D. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?
1.  Faculty:  
a. Who will teach the course?  Erik Palmer. Other potential instructors among contingent faculty include Warren Hedges and Liz Eckart.
b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations. COMM218 will replace courses with lower expected enrollment in Dr. Palmer’s schedule after conclusion of his 2019-20 sabbatical. 
c. If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met? Ability to instruct a growth-oriented course such as COMM218 depends on the Communication Program’s ability to staff and retain contingent faculty in required courses in the Social Media & Public Engagement curriculum.

[bookmark: Text18]2.  Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met.      

3.  Other:  
a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]From Communication area librarian Dale Vidmar: The Hannon Library is positioned very well to support the Comm 218 course proposal. The Communication & Mass Media Complete database has ample scholarly sources that address the main subject of political cartoons, political humor, art and politics, political graphics, and editorial cartoons. There are also many books available both in the library and also from other Summit libraries that cover topics about political cartoons and culture not only in the United States but internationally as well. 

b. 	Are any other resources needed to support this course?  No  
[bookmark: Text21]If so, please explain how they will be obtained.       

E. External impact:
1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? None  
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.

2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other academic programs? None   
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.




17.  Syllabus (condensed)
(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)

B. Learning objectives of the course

C. Required texts

D. Course format

E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.


Approvals:


_____________________________		_____________________
      Signature of Division Director			Date
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