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Pilot Study Report
Spring Term 2013 Activities

· Planned pilot study.

· Informed Senate.

· Created Moodle site to enable capstone submissions.

· Enrolled students and faculty engaged in Spring capstone coursework.

· Communicated with capstone faculty regarding processes and importance of student participation. 

· Communicated with students via email to solicit participation on voluntary basis.

· Students uploaded 88 papers.
Fall Term 2013 Activities

· Reviewed and adapted existing rubrics for Foundational Goals Strands A and B (Communication and Critical Thinking).
· Selected three random papers from diverse disciplines and removed student identifiers.
· Individually reviewed selected papers with rubrics, using a Qualtrics survey to record ratings.

· Collectively reviewed selected papers to test inter-rater reliability and establish shared understanding of assessment criteria.

· Refined rubrics to accommodate multi-disciplinary diversity and ensure alignment with USem rubrics and narrowed focus to provide meaningful results.

· Reviewed and helped refine an updated assessment rubric for Foundational Goals Strand C (Information Literacy) developed by Dale Vidmar as a sabbatical project.

· Commissioned a "test run" of the Information Literacy rubric by a group of campus librarians and UAC representatives.

Knowledge Gleaned From Pilot Study

· Although voluntary submissions were more numerous than we expected, we need to place responsibility for submission with the programs rather than the students.

· The revised rubrics worked well and were easy to interpret and apply even across diverse disciplines.
· There was significant agreement among the raters in how they assessed student achievement in the three strands that were reviewed.

· There appears to be great diversity in writing requirements for capstone reports across programs and discussions among different disciplines could be beneficial in improving student achievement in the foundational learning outcomes.
· Ideally, the assessment rubrics should be shared with students in the 300-level writing courses as well as those embarking on their capstone experiences.
Implementation Plan

Spring Term 2014

· Publish rubrics for student review. (Attached)
· Request and facilitate submission of final papers from all programs.

· Papers submitted as .pdf files.

· Files named with student ID numbers to allow analysis of student demographics (first generation, transfer status, etc.).

· Select representative sampling of submissions for review.
Fall Term 2014

· Review representative sampling of student papers using assessment rubrics.

· Report aggregated findings to Senate.

· Report aggregated findings to programs and offer suggestions for improvement if needed.
