Final Exam Schedule for Stripes Scheduling Plan

Blocks Needed (based on allowable start times in stripes scheduling plan):  
	MWF start times:  8:30, 9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 12:30, 1:30, 2:30, 3:30, (4:30?), 6:00, (7:00?), 8:00, (9:00?)
	TR start times:  8:30, (9:30?), 10:30, (11:30?), (12:30?), 1:30, (2:30?), 3:30, (4:30?), 6:00, (7:00?), 8:00, (9:00?)

Note:  Bolded start times indicate start times that are anticipated to be more frequently scheduled.  All prime-time starts were selected except 11:30 and 2:30 MWF.  Those two were not highlighted because they only accommodate 50-minute, 2 and 3 credit courses (a less frequent scheduling pattern).  Parenthetical start times are allowable in the scheduling parameters, but are infrequent and have not been included in previous final schedule plans.  They are omitted in this plan as well.

Goals:  

1. Provide enough flexibility for alternative schedules — no block is always at the beginning of the week or at the end, either from term to term across the year or for a given term from year to year.  (See page 2.)

2. Pair a heavily subscribed hour with a lighter hour every morning and afternoon to minimize the likelihood of a student having more than three finals on the same day.  (Note bolding in sample schedule.)

3. Schedule final exam times so that MWF blocks are tested on M or W, and TR blocks are tested on T or R. 

4. Schedule final exam times so that the hour of the final is “near” the scheduled class time (i.e. some overlap between final exam time and class meeting time).

Sample Schedule:

Note to Students:  
· Find the time period in the grid below that best matches the normal meeting time of your course.  The column header indicates the day of your final and the row header indicates the time when your final is scheduled.  
· Not all meeting times are listed in the grid below.  You should plan to remain on campus through Friday of finals week until you have confirmed the final exam times for each of your classes with your instructors.

	
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Fri

	8-10
	8:30-9:20 MTWRF 
or 8:30-10:20 MWF
	8:30-10:20 TR
	9:30-10:20 MTWRF
	Block Exam 3
	8:30 -10:20 F

	10-10:30
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break

	10:30-12:30
	10:30-12:20 MWF
	Block Exam 1
	11:30-12:20 MWF
	10:30-12:20 TR
	10:30-12:20 F

	12:30-1
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break

	1-3
	12:30-1:20 MTWRF
	1:30-3:20 TR
	1:30-3:20 MWF
	Block Exam 4
	1:30-3:20 F

	3-3:30
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break

	3:30-5:30
	3:30-5:20 MWF
	Block Exam 2
	2:30-3:20 MWF
	3:30-5:20 TR
	3:30-5:20 F

	5:30-6:30
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break
	Break

	6:30-8:30
	Monday night only
	Tuesday night only
	Wednesday night only
	Thursday night only
	

	
	or 6:00-7:50 MW
	or 6:00-7:50 TR
	or 8:00-9:50 MW
	or 8:00-9:50 TR
	




Note to Instructors and Department Chairs:  
The finals week schedule above is designed to include exam times for all 3 and 4-credit courses that are contained within a single scheduling block.  In other situations, the following guidelines should be followed to identify the appropriate final exam time.  In addition, decisions regarding these situations should (1) be finalized as soon as possible, ideally in time to be printed on the course syllabus, and (2) be promptly reported to ESC, who will double-check that there are no unintended conflicts, such as double-booking a classroom!  

· If a department scheduled two courses to share two scheduling blocks, the chair, in consultation with the instructor(s) should determine which of the two available finals blocks will be used for each class.  For example, for a 1:30-4:30 Monday-only class and a 1:30-4:30 Wednesday-only class, one would test during the time reserved for 1:30-3:20 MWF classes and one would test during the time reserved for 3:30-5:20 MWF classes.  When possible, match the final exam days to the class meeting days.   

· For class meeting times not fully contained in any one of the scheduling blocks listed in the table, instructors, in consultation with their department chair, should select the scheduling block that has the greatest overlap with the existing class time to assure students are unlikely to have two finals scheduled at the same time.  For example, a 8-9:20 MWF class would choose the 8:30-10:20 MWF slot; a 8:30-12:20 Friday only class could choose either the 8:30-10:20 F or 10:30-12:20 F times.  

· This schedule accommodates 1 and 2-credit courses no better than previous plans.  It is possible that students could be enrolled in more than one 1 or 2-credit courses that would normally be scheduled for the same final block.  In this instance, instructors should work with their students to determine an appropriate block that does not create conflicts with their other finals, nor requires students to take more than three finals in one day, just as they do now.  

· As always, exceptions to the final exam schedule should be avoided whenever possible and, when necessary, approved through appropriate channels.  See Provost’s quarterly memo regarding scheduling finals.  

Schedule Variations

White blocks will not change from one term to the next.  Alternative schedules will be constructed from term to term by switch one or more colored blocks with their matching blocks on another day.  I.e. the Monday morning (or afternoon) lineups may switch with the corresponding Wednesday morning (or afternoon) lineup, Tuesday and Thursday lineups may swap, and 6 PM MW finals may switch days with 8 PM MW finals (similar for TR evening classes).  

Block Exams

Purpose:  Block exams are provided for courses where multiple sections of a single course regularly take common finals.  

Block exams may rotate among the four times identified on the sample schedule.  

Due heavy usage and the high overlap in enrollment, the Math and USEM block exams should not be scheduled on the same day of the week.  USEM requests to be scheduled on Tuesdays every spring term due to their additional summative assessment that is administered that term, which needs additional time to be scored.  Both groups face grading challenges when scheduled on Thursdays.  To equitably share this challenge, each should be scheduled on Tuesday 3 out of the 6 terms in any two-year period.

There are only two remaining blocks for Biology (BI 101/102/103), Chemistry (CH 204/205/206), and Economics (EC 201/202).   Two departments with little or no student overlap could share one of these two blocks.   Alternatively, if one department is not using the block for the purpose noted above, that department may be asked to use the regularly scheduled final exam time instead.  This issue is still being worked out.  
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