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University Explorations
(HSE 201, 202, 203)  
Welcome to the (x) House! We are glad that you have chosen to become a part of our learning community. We have been working during the last year to develop a unique approach to learning in higher education.  Your instructional team will serve as guides on this learning adventure.  Please bring all of your energy, focus, teamwork and intellect to the course in order to make this journey a stimulating and challenging experience that will prepare you well for your life beyond the next four years. You have chosen to take the path less travelled in a unique educational program at SOU. The opportunities for personal, academic and professional growth are wide open so we ask that you make a fully committed leap into this academic adventure with us!

The mediocre teacher tells. 
The good teacher explains.  
The superior teacher demonstrates. 
The great teacher inspires.
- William A. Ward
We aspire to be great teachers!  

Sincerely,

House Instructors

What are University Explorations House Seminars?

In our second year of house seminar we will explore the wide range of disciplines, traditions, and methods collectively necessary to interpret and/or address the theme of our House.  You will read challenging texts; discuss and present various positions/ideas on complex issues; write organized, informative, and rigorous essays with focused claims and support; evaluate, integrate, and correctly document outside sources; learn rhetorical strategies appropriate for various audiences; and demonstrate control of academic communication protocols. Over the course of this year you will explore the arts & humanities, the social sciences, and the biophysical and computer sciences all within the context of our House theme.  As the year progresses you may find yourself drawn to a particular disciplinary lens, but you will also discover the importance of the disciplines collectively. Your second year will be a practical experience in interdisciplinary exploration as a means to making a difference.

X House Seminar Description:

Description of House Theme!  

HSE 201, Fall Seminar

Our House theme has informed and has been informed by creative and intellectual work from the fields of the arts and humanities.  In our fall term we will explore how creative writing, visual art, history, philosophy, literary studies, and a wide range of other disciplines contribute collaboratively to our theme.  While not all of you will go on to pursue a career in the arts and humanities, our exploration of the arts and humanities this term will help you better understand their importance and better help you learn to interpret the work of those within the disciplines as it pertains to your own interests in other fields.  Our theme is complex.  Adequately addressing the theme will require all of us to work together, regardless of our chosen field of study.
HSE 201, Learning Objectives:

While we recognize that you may bring your own set of learning objectives to this course, the following are learning objectives we have for you and on which you will be assessed within the context of our House theme:    

1.  Understand basic formal elements, principles, and composition structures in written, oral, visual, or performed texts, works, and/or artifacts.
2.  Understand how cultural and historical factors impact the creation of written, oral, visual, or performed texts, works, and/or artifacts.
3.  Understand how the reception of texts, works, and/or artifacts influences individuals, cultures, and societies. 

HSE 202, Winter Seminar
The social sciences broadly interpret human behavior, culture, and lived experience.  In our winter term we will explore how psychology, anthropology, sociology, political science, economics, and a wide range of other disciplines contribute to the understanding of our House theme.  The social sciences will be used specifically as a lens for exploring the personal behaviors and collective policies necessary to address our theme.  While not all of you will go on to pursue a career in the social sciences, our exploration of the disciplines this term will help you better understand their importance and better help you learn to interpret the work of those within the disciplines as it pertains to your own interests in other fields.  Our theme is complex.  Adequately addressing the theme will require all of us to work together, regardless of our chosen field of study.
HSE 202, Learning Objectives:

While we recognize that you may bring your own set of learning objectives to this course, the following are learning objectives we have for you and on which you will be assessed within the context of our House theme:    
1. Understand connections between individuals and social, economic, and/or political institutions. 
2.  Understand the interactions of and the relationships between natural and 
social environments and resources.

3.  Apply social science perspectives to past and contemporary issues.

HSE 203, Spring Term

The biological, physical, and computer sciences permit us essential insight into a wide range of contemporary and historical contexts including that of our House theme.  Our theme is complex and depends on well trained researchers, practitioners, and leaders in a wide range of fields including the biological and physical sciences.  This term we will explore how disciplines such as biology, chemistry, physics, computer science, and environmental science inform our central theme.  Among other specific contexts, we will explore how our theme is informed by a study of human health.  While not all of you will go on to pursue a career in the biological and physical sciences, our exploration of the disciplines this term will help you better understand their importance and better help you learn to interpret the work of those within the disciplines as it pertains to your own interests in other fields.  Our theme is complex.  Adequately addressing the theme will require all of us to work together, regardless of our chosen field of study.

HSE 203, Learning Objectives:

While we recognize that you may bring your own set of learning objectives to this course, the following are learning objectives we have for you and on which you will be assessed within the context of our House theme:    
1.  Understand the scientific method and major concepts, principles, and theories of the sciences.
2.  Understand science as a means of learning about and understanding the natural world.
3.  Apply scientific knowledge and methods to societal issues.

A complete list of our House Learning Objectives can be found on the Moodle site.

The Cohort Experience:

During this seminar and over the next four years you will have numerous opportunities to work on applied learning projects as a team member. Within these academic challenges lie opportunities to learn through experience about working effectively as a member of a team.  From the first day of orientation through graduation you will be learning experientially about the processes going on as groups develop, approach a challenge and move forward.  You will have the chance to try out different roles within these groups: leader, follower, initiator, devil’s advocate, brainstormer, etc. You can step beyond the role you have gravitated towards in the past, beyond your “comfort zone” and discover more about unexplored parts of yourself.  
Attendance:


You are highly encouraged to attend every class period. Meaningful discussions require your attendance. You will be engaged with your peers during every class period.  Thus, your absence places undo burden on your peers. If you must miss a class, you will be responsible for notifying us and any group members with whom you may be working in advance. We hope you will find our discussions both an exciting and meaningful part of your busy week.  Absences and low participation will impact your grade.
Participation:


Your participation is requested in making this course a success. Group assignments, projects, and discussions are much more meaningful when members of the group are engaged and committed to their peers. We will work hard to create an environment where you feel safe and where you feel you will be heard. I expect each of you to do the same for your peers. Please note that participating in class and talking in class are not synonymous. Perhaps the most crucial participatory skill you can learn is to listen!  

For most students this course requires at least 8-10 hours per week of study time in addition to class attendance. I know, you've probably heard this before; and, no, this is not a joke. We say it, and most students find it a reality. Many students are well organized, focused and therefore efficient and require a little less time. However, other students may require more than 8 hours per week outside of class because of poor study habits or inefficient time management. Your hours outside of class will be spent researching, reading, writing, revising, planning and thinking. Your study hours can be spent in a groggy and unproductive haze from 11 pm at night until 7 am in the morning, or they can be more judiciously parceled out to 1-2 hours per day during the week, leaving the majority of your weekends free for other activities.
Support for Students with Disabilities:
If you are in need of academic support because of a documented disability (whether it is psychiatric, learning, mobility, health-related, or sensory), you may be eligible for academic accommodations through disability services for students. Contact the Director, Disability Services for Students, at 552-6213, or schedule an appointment in person at Academic Support Programs, Stevenson Union, Lower Level. DSS services are available to all distance learning (online) students as well as on-campus students. Please see our DSS for Distance Learning page. http://www.sou.edu/access/dss/.  Because of the nature of the Green House seminar, it is important to let us know as soon as possible if you have specific needs that we can help address as we engage in active learning together.
Academic Advising and Support

Until you declare a major or are affiliated with a specific program one of your House Seminar instructors will serve as your academic advisor. You may always approach us with questions or concerns, and we will do our best to help you in whatever way we can. Please do not forget that we are here to help you!  If you would like some additional assistance, SOU offers many helpful academic support programs. You can find out about these by visiting http://www.sou.edu/access/ . Academic Support Programs provide the resources for student learning in and out of the classroom: Academic Advising, Disability Services, Success and Southern, Math and Writing Tutoring. 

Academic Honesty:  

Students are expected to maintain academic integrity and honesty in completion of all work for this class. Examples of academic dishonesty include: 

1. Receiving or providing unauthorized assistance on exams

2. Using unauthorized materials during an exam

3. Plagiarism (using materials from sources without citations)

4. Copying the work of someone else and submitting it as your own

The first instance of academic dishonesty will result (for all parties involved) in no credit for the assignment or exam. In addition, a student will be ineligible to complete any extra credit work for the class. Subsequent episodes will result in further disciplinary action, up to and including failure of the course.  

Academic Conduct:


We will work together to create a series of policies and procedures to help govern our class. Each of you will be expected to live by the contract you will help create. These policies will be designed to help create an exciting, productive, and creative environment. We hope you will join us in supporting the social contract for a great year. The full University Code of Conduct can be found at: http://www.sou.edu/studentaffairs/codeofstudentconduct.html. 

Disclaimer:


We reserve the right to amend or modify this syllabus throughout the term to best serve the learning objectives of the course and the pace of the class.
Required Materials:


Specific to each House Explorations Course
Specific Assignments

Specific to each House Explorations course
Course Schedule

Your course schedule will be continually available on Moodle. This detailed week-by-week schedule outlines your assignments and will be of great value to you throughout the year. 

