


New Course Proposal
Submit completed form electronically
 
1. Course prefix and course number: CCJ 388
 
2. Course title: Race and Crime 

3. Abbreviated title for class schedule (30 characters or less): Race and Crime

4. Credit hours: 4
(note:  if credits are variable, list range of credits (e.g. 1-8 credits)

5. Catalog description: 

This course provides a criminological perspective on race, crime, and justice in the United States. We will identify racial differences in crime and incarceration, explain those differences using criminological theories, study the impact of the United States Constitution on the criminal justice system and the intersections of crime and police, prosecution, courts, and corrections as they relate to race. Lastly, we will analyze and critique contemporary issues within the system; its problems and successes and contemplate future solutions and trends.

6. Prerequisites (to add each additional prerequisite, start a new line):
(See attached Note for samples) 

A. (course prefix, (space) and number) USEM 103 or       or       or       or      

B. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

C. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

7. Co-requisites (including labs, if any): 
A. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

8. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: None

9. Is course repeatable? Yes   No X If Yes, list maximum credits: 

10. [bookmark: Text24][bookmark: Text6]Labs requirements: If course includes a lab: # of hours lecture:       ; # of hours lab:      

11. Fees: List any course fees: None.

12. [bookmark: Text29][bookmark: Text30]Grade Mode:  Graded only:        Pass/No Pass only:         Option: X

13. [bookmark: Text7]CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director):      

14. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 
[bookmark: Text23][bookmark: Text32]A. University Studies?         If yes, list Strand(s)      
 
[bookmark: Text25]B.  Honors?       


15. Cross-listing: List any cross-listing:       and       and       and       and      

16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 
A. Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course? 

Racial and ethnic disparities persist in crime and criminal justice in the United States at every level and minorities are overrepresented in every stage of the system across the United States. Studying race and crime allows students to understand the role of history on current day outcomes in the system. We are also able to have deep discussions that encourage critical thinking for an entire term, rather than a day or two if it were just a unit. If students leave SOU with a better understanding of the role of race and crime in the CJ system it will improve their job performance, regardless of what they do upon graduation. Students will encounter racial issues at multiple points if they work in the field and to do so with knowledge can be beneficial. It will also require significant emotional and mental growth because there will be discussions on controversial topics that are often seen as off-limits. The ability to really think about how they saw race before this class and after should be afford to all students majoring in the CCJ program to help them better understand the world and themselves. This class will encourage students to develop strong relationships in the classroom, promote community activism, and encourage evidence-based research practices to improve the CJ system. 

B. Alignment:  
1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan? 

There is a large body of research that has contributed greatly toward our understanding of race and crime in America; yet many issues continue to generate debate and controversy. The ability to engage with students about these issues will lead to growth, improved critical thinking skills, encourage students to see the CJ system as one that can continuously evolve and approve, and improve communication skills around controversial topics. 

2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? 

Racial and ethnic disparities persist in crime and criminal justice in the United States and the attempt to introduce this problem in other courses can be challenging because of how large the issue is. In order to meet this need, this 
course will build upon current courses offered in CCJ that may introduce the idea of race and crime in CJ, but the separate course will allow us to fill an important gap in student knowledge. Further, Dr. Sanchez’s background in sociology with an emphasis in race will really provide a unique perspective to the problem. The course will focus on issues relating to race/ethnicity in different stages of criminal justice processing at the beginning of the twenty-first century, while examining systematic research evidence that can help reflect over time. 

C. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? 

Year 1 35; Year 2 35; Year 3 35

D. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?
1.  Faculty:  
a. Who will teach the course?  

Dr. Shanell Sanchez and other professors across the university that would like to collaborate to teach the course with her. 

b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.  

The course has been offered as an additional course and does not significantly interfere with teaching obligations. In fact, Dr. Sanchez had hoped to have space within the SOU curriculum for CCJ upon hiring. 

c. If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met? 

Additional faculty involvement is completely voluntary if they want to guest speak or discuss potential co-teaching opportunities.

2. Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met. 

Classroom space is required for spring term class meetings or the term decided upon by the department chair. 

3.  Other:  
a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? 

Yes, they are. Dr. Sanchez is also hoping to apply for an OER grant to write a textbook for students as she has done for CCJ 230 with the CCJ faculty. 

b. 	Are any other resources needed to support this course? 

No, there are not. 

E. External impact:
1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? 

There are no effects of this course since it has been offered since 2016. In fact, it is a course that can benefit other majors if they take it as an elective such as SOAN or PSYCHOLOGY if students are interested in this topic. 
  
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.

3. Will any of your prerequisites affect other academic programs?

No, they will not.

NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.




17.  Syllabus (condensed)
(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)

B. Learning objectives of the course

C. Required texts

D. Course format

E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.

*Please see sample syllabus, which is for the current class CRN 211.  The readings and specific details change each year depending on course study location.  


Approvals:


_____________________________		_____________________
      Signature of Division Director			Date



4/29/16


CCJ 399: Race and Crime
Spring 2018 April 3rd-June 16th 
Monday and Wednesday 10:30-12:20pm

 “The greatest problem is not with flat-out white racists, but rather with the far larger number of Americans who believe intellectually in racial equality but are quietly oblivious to injustice around them.” -Nicholas Kristof 

Contact Information			  Office Hours
Dr. Shanell K. Sanchez       			                          T/R 8:00-10:30am 
Office: Taylor Hall 210					 	 
Email: sanchezs2@sou.edu
Telephone: 541-552-6507	
				
Catalog Course Description
This course provides a criminological perspective on race, crime, and justice in the United States. We will identify racial differences in crime and incarceration, explain those differences using criminological theories, study the impact of the United States Constitution on the criminal justice system and the intersections of crime and police, prosecution, courts, and corrections as they relate to race. Lastly, we will analyze and critique contemporary issues within the system; its problems and successes and contemplate future solutions and trends.

Course Goals
By the end of this course, you should be able to:
1. Identify racial differences in crime and incarceration.
2. Explain those differences using criminological theories.
3. Understand the impact of the US Constitution on the criminal justice system.
4. Relate race to each step of the criminal justice system (police, courts, corrections).
5. Analyze and critique contemporary issues within the system.
************************************************************************
Course Materials and Textbooks
This course will utilize Moodle, PowerPoint, Microsoft Word, Netflix, YouTube, and PDF’s in Adobe Acrobat. Students will be expected to have access to all those, as well as purchase the following books:  
1. Alexander. The New Jim Crow. ISBN: 9781595586438
2. Rand. Question of Freedom. 
3. Stevenson. Just Mercy.
4. Hobbs. Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace.
Note: you pick one book from option 2, 3, and 4. You are only required to read one of them. 
************************************************************************
Point Breakdown
There will be work every week in this course and I do not take late work! It is important to keep up with the work each week and to use Moodle. We will go over Moodle the first week.

TOTAL: 400 points 

The Space Traders Response 100 points total 
Book Review 100 points total
Justice Project: with all parts included 50 points total (see Moodle for breakdown in points) 
Journals (counted as participation) 150 points total 

The Space Traders Response 100 points total: After reading Derrick Bell’s essay, “The Space Traders” write a response to Professor Bell addressing the following: (1) Whether the scenario presented is plausible or incredible; (2) Identify two historical events (pre-2000s) and two current events (post-2000) that support your answer to the first question (3) General reflection to this essay after taking this class. Make sure to answer both parts. This paper must be 4-5 pages, typed, Times New Roman 12-point font. You must have a reference page and use APA font. http://whgbetc.com/the-space-traders.pdf 
 
Some ideas to research for historical events are how some Whites got rich in the US (Military perks, wealth accumulation, etc.), the Transatlantic slave trade, Japanese American Internment, Cherokee Trail of Tears… For current events we can look at the War on Drugs, War on Crime, etc.
 
Book Review 100 points total: These will be book clubs that allow for in-depth discussion surrounding the book you chose to read. You will be responsible for writing a book review over the book you read. I expect you to follow the Moodle format (Week 10). See Moodle for guidelines and expectations.
Justice Project 100 points total: After being exposed to many aspects of crime and its connection to race, your responsibility is to identify a social problem and propose a well thought out social solution to fix the problem. In order to complete this project in a coherent fashion each students’ must follow the steps below. These will be turned in on your last day of class period (Week 10). 

a) You have to identify a social problem that is related to race and the criminal justice system. I will ask you to commit to a topic by Week 4. You will explain why you personally feel that the particular issue is a problem. (Who and what it affects most, etc.) b) You must clearly explain all of the issues that result from the issue that you have selected. (damage that has been done and possibilities for future strife) NOTE: You must have an outline turned in by week 6. 
c) You have the power to devise a solution, but your solution has to be well thought out. Your solution has to be logical and clearly explained. The explanation has to lead to a logical solution to your identified social problem. See Moodle for guidelines and expectations. 

Journals (100 points total): You will be writing in journals weekly. I will pose prompts and hand them out in class. I will collect these at weeks 3, 6, and 9. I will NOT take them late. You must also follow the sample format I show in class. All journal entries must be typed and have the appropriate PROMPT titled.
	Week 
	Discussion Topic, Materials for Week, Assignments to complete

	
Week 1



	
Overview of Race, Ethnicity and Crime
Perceptions of Race and Crime
1. Read pages Foreward, Preface, 1-19 Alexander 
2. Read links on Moodle

	
Week 2




	
Slavery as a form of racialized social control 
Extent of Crime and Victimization  
1. Read links on Moodle
2. Read pages 20-59 Alexander
3. Journal


	
Week 3 






	
Theoretical Perspectives on Race and Crime 
1. Read links on Moodle 
2. Journal 
3. First journal check 

	
Week 4 





	Policing
Black Panther Film 
1. Read Alexander 60-97
2. Read links on Moodle
3. Journal
4. Topic for justice project due

	
Week 5 

	
Policing
1. Read Alexander 98-140 
2. Readings on Moodle

 

	
Week 6 

	
Courts and Sentencing 
1. Read Alexander 141-178
2. Readings on Moodle 
3. Outline for justice project due 
4. Second journal check 

	
Week 7 

	
Courts and Sentencing-Capital Punishment 
13th Documentary 
Innocence Project 
1.Readings on Moodle 


	
Week 8 
	
War on Drugs & Corrections 
The House I Live In
1.Read Alexander 179-221
2.Readings on Moodle

	
Week 9 

	
Corrections & Juvenile Justice
“Made in America: Bloods and Crips” 
1.Make sure you have finished Alexander 
2.Readings on Moodle
3. Last journal check 

	
Week 10 
	
 Corrections & Juvenile Justice
1.Readings on Moodle 
2.Book reviews due
3.Justice projects due 


	Week 11 June 12th 
	
Final Exam –There is not final exam. Our class will conclude with social justice projects.


ALL ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE DUE SUNDAY BY MIDNIGHT. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED



[bookmark: _GoBack]
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