MEMO to Accompany ED 438/538 Discussion

TO: 	Dr. Younghee Kim; SOU Curriculum Committee
FR:	Dr. William Greene
RE:	Proposal for increase from 3 to 4 academic credits (ED 438/538)

[bookmark: _GoBack]When I first developed and taught this online course, it always seemed to me that the workload already constituted the equivalency of 4 academic credits. I have always maintained, and even added to, the content and assignment requirements. As it is currently taught as a 3-credit course, students have a rich and demanding set of readings, writing, and project work every week throughout the term. Please see the syllabus for an idea of this. For example, every week students write a required minimum of 600 words in discussion forums alone. Over 10 weeks, that amounts to nearly 6,000 words in these forums. They complete a separate movie viewing and evaluation paper, they meet twice in live or virtually live book clubs, and they complete a culminating research project in a multimedia format. With all of this happening in 10 weeks, it almost seems artificial to intensify an already intense curriculum. 

However, there are some things I have dreamed of adding to this class over the years. Now, as we seek approval to officially make this a 4-credit class, I have extended the curriculum to include another 10-hour equivalency that allows the course to include a somewhat broader and deeper look at four specific school settings in unique environments using a combination of my personal documentation and travels, research links, and video resources. I have titled this assignment: Cross-Cultural Analysis. It is worth 20 points toward the grade total and is described in more detail as item #4 under the Course Assignments heading in the attached syllabus. Other adjustments to the proposed 4-credit syllabus have been made, and these are shown in bold type in the document.

Finally, in addition to the graduate requirements that are already part of the Synthesis Project, additional graduate expectations have been included here and described for the Cross-Cultural Analysis assignment as well.

Respectfully, 
William Greene 
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