New Course Proposal
1.	Course prefix and course number:      PSY 425
2.	Course title:      Psychology Capstone
3.	Abbreviated title for class schedule (30 characters or less):      
4.	Credit hours:      4
5.	Catalog description:     
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Students integrate and synthesize the skills and knowledge specified in the five goals of the psychology major in a project involving a psychological, investigative process. Students will draw from one of their project-based courses to further investigate related topic through scholarly literature, resulting in a senior research paper. Students will also assemble a senior portfolio project and complete a culminating presentation. Students are required to complete at least three project-based courses prior to registering for PSY 425.
6.	Prerequisites:
 A. PSY 211, PSY 325, C or better grade in all prerequisite course work.
7.	Co-requisites:
8.	Major/Class restrictions: 
	Psychology Major or Interdisciplinary Psychology emphasis
	Senior standing.
9.	Is course repeatable?        No       
10.	Labs requirements:  NONE
11.	Fees: List any course fees:     NONE 
12.	Grade Mode:  Graded only            
13.	CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director):      
14.	Special qualifications; 
A. University Studies?         NO      
 B.  Honors?       No
15.	Cross-listing: List any cross-listing:       None
16.	 Strategic justification for proposed course: 


A.	Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course?      
	By offering a single Capstone option Psychology will be in an enhanced strategic position to provide all graduating seniors a standardized experience focused on the American Psychological Association’s current learning goals. Goal 1: Knowledge Base in Psychology. Students should demonstrate fundamental knowledge and comprehension of the major concepts, theoretical perspectives, historical trends, and empirical findings to discuss how psychological principles apply to behavioral problems. 
Goal 2: Scientific Inquiry and Critical Thinking. The skills in this domain involve the development of scientific reasoning and problem solving, including effective research methods. 
Goal 3: Ethical and Social Responsibility in a Diverse World. The skills in this domain involve the development of ethically and socially responsible behaviors for professional and personal settings in a landscape that involves increasing diversity. 
Goal 4: Communication. Students should demonstrate competence in writing and in oral and interpersonal communication skills. 
Goal 5: Professional Development. The emphasis in this goal is on application of psychology-specific content and skills, effective self-reflection, project-management skills, teamwork skills, and career preparation.
As a culminating experience the Capstone will also provide a senior writing assignment that aligns better with the assessment goals of SOU. 
B.	Alignment:  
1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan?       This course will serve as our capstone course. Students will write a research paper containing a literature review, give a presentation to the class, and develop a portfolio of their project experiences in psychology courses.
2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum?      This course will involve a reflection component as well as an expansion of work from prior courses, including Psy 225, Psy 325, and the menu of courses that contain a project component. As such, this course is expected to integrate well with the core curriculum of the psychology major.
C.	Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1  100 - 120   ; Year 2 100 - 120    ; Year 3     100 - 120 
D.	Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?
1.  Faculty:  
a.	Who will teach the course?      All current full-time faculty will be qualified to teach Capstone   
b.	Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.    Capstone will rotate through current Psychology faculty, giving all faculty the opportunity to offer.    
c.	If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met?    None anticipated  
2.  Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met.      NONE Current class room availability is sufficient.
3.  Other:  
a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course?      YES
b. 	Are any other resources needed to support this course?         NO
E. External impact:
1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university?    NONE    
2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other academic programs?     NO   
17. Syllabus (condensed)
  CAPSTONE FOR PSYCHOLOGY MAJORS –  PSY 425
Course Description
Students integrate and synthesize the skills and knowledge specified in the five goals of the psychology major in a project involving a psychological, investigative process. Students will draw from one of their project-based courses to further investigate a related topic through scholarly literature, resulting in a senior research paper. Students will also assemble a senior portfolio project and complete a culminating presentation. 

Prerequisite(s): PSY 201, PSY 202, PSY 211, PSY 225 , PSY 325; 12 credits from PSY 334, PSY 341, PSY 344, PSY 452, PSY 457, PSY 460, PSY 466, or PSY 496; C or better grade in all prerequisite course work; psychology major or interdisciplinary psychology emphasis; and senior standing 
Graded (A-F) only

Learning Objectives

	APA Learning Goal
	Learning Outcome: Capstone
By the end of this course, students will be able to...
	

	Goal 1 : Knowledge Base in Psychology.
	· Describe how your work in the psychology major wa integrated across course work and experiences.

	

	Goal 2: Scientific Inquiry and Critical Thinking
	· Critically reflect on your accomplishments in the psychology major 
· Review the scientific basis for key points in the psychology major
	

	Goal 3: Ethical and Social Responsibility in a Diverse World
	· Describe the cultural, social, and ethical impact of psychological application on your community and your daily life
	

	Goal 4: Communication
	· Effectively communicate your accomplishments in the psychology major through written products in the portfolio and the verbal presentation of the portfolio
	

	Goal 5: Professional Development
	· Demonstrate a bridge between school and career
· Document professional experience that will enhance your career portfolio
	



Required Text
	Mitchell, M., Jolley, J., and O’Shea, R. (2013). Writing for Psychology (4th ed.). Belmont CA: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.


Course Format

Primary Project: Senior Writing Experience 
Primary Project: Portfolio Experience
Primary Project: Senior Presentation Experience


Approvals:
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Signature of Division Director						Date

