


New Program Proposal

New Program: Concentration in Curriculum and Instruction in STEM Education 
		   [to be offered within the existing MS in Education program]
CIP Code:  (Classification of Instructional Program): 13.0301 Curriculum and Instruction

Impact statement:

1.  What is the expected effect of this program on existing courses (both within your department/program or elsewhere in the SOU curriculum)?  

The concentration in STEM Education is intended for teachers or curriculum specialists working in either the PK-20 or informal education systems.  It provides support for regional, statewide and national efforts to enhance learners’ access to high quality STEM, Environmental, Outdoor, and Place-based Education both in and outside the classroom.  Beyond the five courses included within this concentration, learners will also complete the existing six core courses in order to qualify for their master’s degree, thus increasing enrollment in existing courses which have historically struggled to maintain adequate enrollment.  

2. Will any prerequisites or other course requirements affect other departments/programs?  No.  
If so, the relevant chairs or program directors should be notified to determine if those departments/programs have sufficient capacity to meet these requirements.  Please document your research into this possible impact.  N/A

3. Program Resource evaluation:

3. Faculty:  Cite faculty availability or needs and impact on other teaching obligations.  If additional faculty teaching hours are needed, how will that need be met?

The Education department has hired two new faculty to begin in 2019-20 and has two retiring faculty members who will continue teaching on a half-time basis on post-retirement contracts.  All four of these faculty have the interest and appropriate expertise to teach within the online MS in Education program, including three with specific expertise in STEM education.  If additional faculty are needed, term-by-term faculty will be hired from the community of professional educators with expertise in STEM education.

3. Facilities: Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or laboratory space and how that need will be met.

None.  These courses will be offered wholly online.  

3. Library: Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this program?  (Check with the library staff and attach a copy of their report.)

(see Library Resource Statement, attached)

3. Other:  Are any other resources needed to support this program?  If so, please document them and explain how they will be obtained.

An infusion of online learners into the MS in Education program may entail additional workload for program admissions and advising.  Initial administrative support for the online program will be provided by Hart Wilson (Project Manager). Anita Caster (Education Graduate Programs Advisor) will provide ongoing program support and Academic Partnerships will provide recruiting, retention, and course development support.

4. Catalog copy for the new program, including requirements and electives.

MSEd candidates can select groups of courses to comprise an area of focus.  Current areas of focus include: 

Concentration in Curriculum and Instruction in STEM Education
ED 574 Current Issues and Methods in STEM Education, 4 credits
ED 575 Trends and Issues in Environmental Education, 4 credits
ED 576 Introduction to Career and Technical Education, 4 credits 
ED 577 Project-Based Learning, 4 credits
ED 537 Science and the Young Child, 4 credits

[Other concentrations will be listed here in the catalog.]

5.  Please provide written verification of contact with the Chair of any other departments or programs affected by the new program.  N/A.
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