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SUBJECT:	Resources to support proposed concentration in STEM Education
The review process for the proposed concentration in STEM Education at Southern Oregon University examines adequacy of library resources needed to sustain a quality offering. 

BOOKS
The Hannon Library’s collections currently include about 16 books since 2014 directly related to the subject headings of “science, technology, engineering, or math.” Only 3 of those books are in a print format. However, these major subject areas have many additional subheadings related to these subject areas and the teaching of STEM classes. Additional materials to support the proposal could be found by expanding the search to include additional related subject headings. As such, the library has a reasonable collection of books to support the proposed concentration and related courses, but additional print sources should be added by concentrating some of the existing budget allocation in this area. 

DATABASES AND PRINT AND ONLINE JOURNALS 
The Hannon Library currently has subscriptions to a large number of education and STEM journals in electronic and print formats that are related to science, technology, engineering, and math. There are adequate journal titles indexed and available full text from education databases such as Education Resources Information Center (ERIC), Education Full Text, Educator’s Reference Center, and other databases in the specific sciences to support the proposed concentration in STEM education.

GENERAL STATEMENT OF NEED
The Hannon Library’s materials budget has been decreasing for many years despite inflation and the rising cost of books. There has been a shift to the purchase of expensive full text access to electronic journal collections, ebooks, and databases to supplement programs on campus including Education. The Hannon Library spends the least amount on materials per FTE for Oregon regional universities.  We purchase far fewer print books and print journals than in the past. As such, the library must rely on shared resources and interlibrary loan which is currently subsidized completely for students. 

ADEQUACY OF LIBRARY HOLDINGS TO SUPPORT THE PROPOSED CONCENTRATION IN STEM EDUCATION
At this time, the Hannon Library’s holdings of material related to the concentration in STEM Education are more than adequate. The library funds several major databases in both Education and the Sciences that provide indexing and online access to full text books and journal articles that would support the program. Focusing future print book purchases towards STEM materials and related subject areas is highly recommended. The library is recommending the following amounts in the Budget Outline Form:   Please use these amounts in the Budget Outline Form:
	Library/Printed		$0
	Library/Electronic	$0

Thank you for the opportunity to review and respond to the proposal.
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