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	What is it?
	The Bachelor of Science in Innovation and Leadership is a baccalaureate program designed to meet the needs of students who have some college credit and at least five years of work experience.  


	Are there special (diminished) Admissions and/or graduation standards?
	No. Students in this program must meet all standard admissions and graduation requirements. In addition, Innovation & Leadership students must have some college credits (>75 credits preferred) with a minimum 2.5 GPA and at least five years of work experience beyond entry level.


	Is this that General Studies degree that was discussed once?
	No. The Innovation & Leadership program is an interdisciplinary degree that pulls from five academic disciplines to address workforce education needs.


	What departments are involved?
	The major includes:
· Business (5 courses)
· Communication (4 courses)
· Psychology (3 courses), 
· Emerging Media & Digital Arts (1 course)
· Computer Science (1 course)
and a practicum.


	What is new/different about this program?
	Several elements differentiate this program from other SOU degrees:
· Students in this program must be working professionals;
· Strong emphasis on application within the coursework;
· Credit for Prior Learning assessment is an integral part of the program;
· Courses will be offered on a schedule that fits professionals’ needs rather than abiding strictly by our academic terms.


	Why is it necessary?
	The program was developed as part of the HEC strategy, and based on input from the region’s large employers. It satisfies their needs to grow a qualified labor force, and it also supports the state’s “40-40-20” mandate by serving people who otherwise would have great difficulty returning to complete a college degree. 


	What’s the financial bottom line?
	The program has been developed using a self-support model. It will provide a strong  positive net return that will cover the initial cost, and contribute substantially to campus over a multi-year period.




