New Course Proposal
1. Course prefix and course number: HSEM 103
2. Course title: House Seminar 103
3. Abbreviated title for class schedule: HSEM 103
4. Credit hours: 4
5. Catalog description: 

HSEM 103

Completes the sequenced 3-term academic course in writing, speaking, critical thinking, and research. Students demonstrate and apply knowledge of topic/content area through formal writing and speaking opportunities; use appropriate rhetorical strategies to support an argumentative or position-based thesis; extend analytical and reasoned argumentation to ethical, social, cultural, and/or global issues; demonstrate capabilities of extensive writing and revision strategies; demonstrate control of standard academic English with added fluency and style. This course is the third of year 1 of the House Experience, which provides a distinctive, multi-year cohort experience with an interdisciplinary, theme-based curriculum centered on connected ideas and collaborative learning interactions. Approved for University Studies (Communication-Strand A; Thinking Goals-Strand B; Information Literacy-Strand C). Prerequisite(s): Completion of HSEM 102 with a C- or better.

6. Prerequisites:  HSEM 102 

7. Co-requisites (including labs, if any):  None
8. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: House cohort
9. Repeatable: If course is repeatable list maximum credits: N/A
10. Labs requirements: None
11. Fees: List any course fees: up to $200, largely for cohort-building experiences
12. Grade Mode:  Graded only: X Pass/No Pass only:       Option: 

13. CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your dean): 30.9999
14. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 

A. University Studies?  Yes. If yes, list Strand(s): A, B, C 

B.  Honors? No.

C. Community-Based Learning? Yes.

15. Cross-listing: None

16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 

A. Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course? 

The “House Experience” is one of our major initiatives moving toward transformative change for 2017. The idea behind the House seminars is to innovate the way that University Studies curricular objectives are delivered.  The House Experience seminars will adhere to the learning goals, skills, and proficiencies outlined in the University Studies curriculum, but will try to achieve those outcomes through new teaching methods, a solid multi-year cohort, and problem-based learning that incorporates career mentoring, community partnerships, and real world application and research.

The larger rationale for changing the curriculum delivery design is to build better, stronger, more productive and lasting relationships with students; to give students new and exciting opportunities to engage with higher learning that is in keeping with national trends for innovative pedagogy; to encourage faculty, staff and community to collaborate around the fundamental goals of higher education; and to build adventure and excitement and revitalize our university teaching/learning culture.

B. Alignment:  

1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan? 

House Seminar is on the frontlines of innovative change, leading the way to realize SOU’s vision for transformative change in 2017. House Seminar is first stage tactical realization of an 8-point strategic plan initiative to transform SOU which includes strategies for interconnection, student success, distinctiveness, HEC, general education, houses, financial reform, and marketing and communication.  As those strategies evolve, House Seminars are part of increasing interconnection, student success, and distinctiveness. House Seminars are integrally important to overall general education reforms—in terms of pedagogical delivery that is also working to incorporate dispositional outcomes such as teamwork, leadership, collaboration, curiosity, empathy, adaptability, self-understanding, and creativity.

2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? 

As part of University Studies, House Seminars are created to offer an alternative to University Seminar in the first year, still fulfilling the same learning outcomes.

C. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1, 100; Year 2, 350; Year 3, 600.

Comment: House Seminar 101, 102, 103 will begin in 2013-14 as a “phase one” implementation of much larger curricular/enrollment reforms. Currently two distinct Houses are being created that will each offer HSEM starting Fall 2013. Each House will enroll 50 students in each of two seminars (two sections of 25 students) who will work as a cohort. We will be developing new Houses in subsequent years.

D. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?

1.  Faculty:  

a. Who will teach the course?  House Seminars will feature a collaborative team-teaching approach with 3-4 faculty members across disciplines (typically) teaching each seminar, the group orchestrating a shared curriculum.  

b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.  Similar to the past where faculty from traditional departments taught USEM, faculty from various departments will teach HSEM. Departments have recently consolidated many sections of courses being offered multiple times within a term and across terms. This has “freed up” faculty time allowing for faculty to work on new initiatives, including teaching in HSEM.
c. If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met? Faculty will be drawn from throughout the university to teach in House Seminars, depending on the need. The criteria for such decisions would be 1) faculty desire to be part of innovative teaching and 2) student demand for such an integrated curriculum.

2. Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met. 

As for facilities on the SOU campus, the scheduling of course meeting rooms will be consistent with current practice. Some House Seminars (depending on their focus and the problems with which they plan to engage) may require the use of specialized labs to achieve their objectives.

3.  Other:  

a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? Currently, yes. As the Houses evolve, reassessment of Hannon Library materials may be necessary.

b. 
Are any other resources needed to support this course?  No  

If so, please explain how they will be obtained.  

E. External impact:

1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? This course will substitute for USEM 103, and therefore decrease enrollments in this course. The current Director of USEM, Doug Gentry, is well aware of this and is scheduling fewer sections of USEM 103 as a result. Any courses requiring USEM as a prerequisite should also accept HSEM as an alternative.
2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other departments/programs? No  

17.  Syllabus (condensed)

(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)

Completes the sequenced 3-term academic course in writing, speaking, critical thinking, and research. Students demonstrate and apply knowledge of topic/content area through formal writing and speaking opportunities; use appropriate rhetorical strategies to support an argumentative or position-based thesis; extend analytical and reasoned argumentation to ethical, social, cultural, and/or global issues; demonstrate capabilities of extensive writing and revision strategies; demonstrate control of standard academic English with added fluency and style. This course is the third of year 1 of the House Experience, which provides a distinctive, multi-year cohort experience with an interdisciplinary, theme-based curriculum centered on connected ideas and collaborative learning interactions. Approved for University Studies (Communication-Strand A; Thinking Goals-Strand B; Information Literacy-Strand C). Prerequisite(s): Completion of HSEM 102 with a C- or better.

B. Learning objectives of the course

University Studies Foundational Learning Goals A, B, C with the introduction of perspectives articulated in Explorations E, F, G and the concepts articulated in H, I, J.  The objective of Seminars is to explore each of these elements of the curriculum while focusing the emphasis on any particular trio of goals in the year-appropriate seminar.

Additionally, House Seminar 103’s learning objectives include the dispositional or vertically developed outcomes as yet to be articulated in our University Studies Learning Goals:  curiosity, creativity, empathy, adaptability, collaboration, self-understanding, and leadership.

C. Required texts

Variable depending on the House. The Social Justice House may, for example, use:

· Ehrenreich, Barbara (2001). Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America. New York: Holt. 

· Finklestein, M. (2005) With No Direction Home: Youth on the Road and in the Streets. Wadsworth.

· Irene Glasser, I. & Bridgman, R. (1999). Braving the Street: The Anthropology of Homelessness.  Berghahn Books.

· Lewis, K. & Burd-Sharps, S. (2010).  The Measure of America 2010-11: Mapping Risks and Resilience. New York University Press.

· Walls, J. (2005).  The Glass Castle: A Memoir.  Simon & Schuster. 
The GreenHouse may, for example, use:

· Csikszentmihaly, M.  Finding flow: The psychology of engagement with everyday

life experience. Basic Books (Master Minds Series).  1997.

· Orr, David. Earth in Mind: On Education, Environment, and the Human Prospect.  Island Press.1994.
· Pollan, Michael.  In Defense of Food:  An Eater’s Manifesto.  Penquin Books.  2008.
· SOU Faculty [Eds.] Southern Oregon University style guide:  University Seminar.  Fountainhead Press. 2012.
· Winne, Mark.  Closing the Food Gap:  Resetting the Table in the Land of Plenty.  Beacon Press. 2008.
· GreenHouse Course Packet. 2013.
D. Course format

House Seminars are innovative and experiential in their delivery: incorporating teamwork, in-the-field experiences, problem-based learning, and electronic classrooms (Moodle). Courses meet within the framework of 4 credit hours, whether that is 2 or 3 times week augmented with out-of-class experiences.

E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.  

House Seminar will follow the basic components of University Studies A-C goals and proficiencies. Completed templates for University Studies Strands A-C are provided.
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