New Course Proposal
1. Course prefix and course number: HSEM 101
2. Course title: House Seminar 101
3. Abbreviated title for class schedule: HSEM 101
4. Credit hours: 4
5. Catalog description: 

HSEM 101

Introduces students to writing, speaking, critical thinking, and research at the college level. Students read challenging texts; discuss and present various positions on complex issues; write organized persuasive and argumentative essays with focused claim and well-developed support; evaluate, integrate, and document outside sources; learn rhetorical strategies for various audiences; and demonstrate control of standard academic English. This course is the first of year 1 of the House Experience, which provides a distinctive, multi-year cohort experience with an interdisciplinary, theme-based curriculum centered on connected ideas and collaborative learning interactions. Approved for University Studies (Communication-Strand A; Thinking Goals-Strand B; Information Literacy-Strand C).

6. Prerequisites:  None 

7. Co-requisites (including labs, if any):  None
8. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: House cohort
9. Repeatable: If course is repeatable list maximum credits: N/A
10. Labs requirements: None
11. Fees: List any course fees: up to $200, largely for cohort-building experiences
12. Grade Mode:  Graded only: X Pass/No Pass only:       Option: 

13. CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your dean): 30.9999
14. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 
A. University Studies?  Yes. If yes, list Strand(s): A, B, C 
B.  Honors? No.
C. Community-Based Learning? Yes.
15. Cross-listing: None
16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 
A. Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course? 

The “House Experience” is one of our major initiatives moving toward transformative change for 2017. The idea behind the House seminars is to innovate the way that University Studies curricular objectives are delivered.  The House Experience seminars will adhere to the learning goals, skills, and proficiencies outlined in the University Studies curriculum, but will try to achieve those outcomes through new teaching methods, a solid multi-year cohort, and problem-based learning that incorporates career mentoring, community partnerships, and real world application and research.
The larger rationale for changing the curriculum delivery design is to build better, stronger, more productive and lasting relationships with students; to give students new and exciting opportunities to engage with higher learning that is in keeping with national trends for innovative pedagogy; to encourage faculty, staff and community to collaborate around the fundamental goals of higher education; and to build adventure and excitement and revitalize our university teaching/learning culture.

B. Alignment:  
1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan? 
House Seminar is on the frontlines of innovative change, leading the way to realize SOU’s vision for transformative change in 2017. House Seminar 101 is first stage tactical realization of an 8-point strategic plan initiative to transform SOU which includes strategies for interconnection, student success, distinctiveness, HEC, general education, houses, financial reform, and marketing and communication. As those strategies evolve, House Seminars are part of increasing interconnection, student success, and distinctiveness. House Seminars are integrally important to overall general education reforms—in terms of pedagogical delivery that is also working to incorporate dispositional outcomes such as teamwork, leadership, collaboration, curiosity, empathy, adaptability, self-understanding, and creativity.
2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? 
As part of University Studies, House Seminars are created to offer an alternative to University Seminar in the first year, still fulfilling the same learning outcomes.
C. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1, 100; Year 2, 350; Year 3, 600.

Comment: House Seminar 101 will begin in 2013-14 as a “phase one” implementation of much larger curricular/enrollment reforms. Currently two distinct Houses are being created that will each offer HSEM 101 in Fall 2013. Each House will enroll 50 students in each of two seminars (two sections of 25 students) who will work as a cohort. We will be developing new Houses in subsequent years.
D. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?
1.  Faculty:  
a. Who will teach the course?  House Seminars will feature a collaborative team-teaching approach with 3-4 faculty members across disciplines (typically) teaching each seminar, the group orchestrating a shared curriculum.  
b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.  Similar to the past where faculty from traditional departments taught USEM, faculty from various departments will teach HSEM. Departments have recently consolidated many sections of courses being offered multiple times within a term and across terms. This has “freed up” faculty time allowing for faculty to work on new initiatives, including teaching in HSEM.
c. If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met? Faculty will be drawn from throughout the university to teach in House Seminars, depending on the need. The criteria for such decisions would be 1) faculty desire to be part of innovative teaching and 2) student demand for such an integrated curriculum.
2. Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met. 
As for facilities on the SOU campus, the scheduling of course meeting rooms will be consistent with current practice. Some House Seminars (depending on their focus and the problems with which they plan to engage) may require the use of specialized labs to achieve their objectives.
3.  Other:  
a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? Currently, yes. As the Houses evolve, reassessment of Hannon Library materials may be necessary.
b. 
Are any other resources needed to support this course?  No  
If so, please explain how they will be obtained.  
E. External impact:

1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? This course will substitute for USEM 101, and therefore decrease enrollments in this course. The current Director of USEM, Doug Gentry, is well aware of this and is scheduling fewer sections of USEM 101 as a result. Any courses requiring USEM as a prerequisite should also accept HSEM as an alternative.
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other departments which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.
2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other departments/programs? No  
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other departments/programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.
17.  Syllabus (condensed)

(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)

Introduces students to writing, speaking, critical thinking, and research at the college level. Students read challenging texts; discuss and present various positions on complex issues; write organized persuasive and argumentative essays with focused claim and well-developed support; evaluate, integrate, and document outside sources; learn rhetorical strategies for various audiences; and demonstrate control of standard academic English. This course is the first of year 1 of the House Experience, which provides a distinctive, multi-year cohort experience with an interdisciplinary, theme-based curriculum centered on connected ideas and collaborative learning interactions. Approved for University Studies (Communication-Strand A; Thinking Goals-Strand B; Information Literacy-Strand C).

B. Learning objectives of the course

University Studies Foundational Learning Goals A, B, C with the introduction of perspectives articulated in Explorations E, F, G and the concepts articulated in H, I, J.  The objective of Seminars is to explore each of these elements of the curriculum while focusing the emphasis on any particular trio of goals in the year-appropriate seminar.
Additionally, House Seminar 101’s learning objectives include the dispositional or vertically developed outcomes as yet to be articulated in our University Studies Learning Goals:  curiosity, creativity, empathy, adaptability, collaboration, self-understanding, and leadership.

C. Required texts

Variable depending on the House. The Social Justice House may, for example, use:

· Ehrenreich, Barbara (2001). Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America. New York: Holt. 

· Finklestein, M. (2005) With No Direction Home: Youth on the Road and in the Streets. Wadsworth.

· Irene Glasser, I. & Bridgman, R. (1999). Braving the Street: The Anthropology of Homelessness.  Berghahn Books.

· Lewis, K. & Burd-Sharps, S. (2010).  The Measure of America 2010-11: Mapping Risks and Resilience. New York University Press.

· Walls, J. (2005).  The Glass Castle: A Memoir.  Simon & Schuster. 
The GreenHouse may, for example, use:

· Csikszentmihaly, M.  Finding flow: The psychology of engagement with everyday

life experience. Basic Books (Master Minds Series).  1997.

· Orr, David. Earth in Mind: On Education, Environment, and the Human Prospect.  Island Press.1994.
· Pollan, Michael.  In Defense of Food:  An Eater’s Manifesto.  Penquin Books.  2008.
· SOU Faculty [Eds.] Southern Oregon University style guide:  University Seminar.  Fountainhead Press. 2012.
· Winne, Mark.  Closing the Food Gap:  Resetting the Table in the Land of Plenty.  Beacon Press. 2008.
· GreenHouse Course Packet. 2013.
D. Course format

House Seminars are innovative and experiential in their delivery: incorporating teamwork, in-the-field experiences, problem-based learning, and electronic classrooms (Moodle). Courses meet within the framework of 4 credit hours, whether that is 2 or 3 times week augmented with out-of-class experiences.

E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.  
House Seminar will follow the basic components of University Studies A-C goals and proficiencies. Completed templates for University Studies Strands A-C are provided.
Approvals:
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HOUSE SEMINAR: Social Justice
HSem 101, 102, 103
General Syllabus

 
Course Description
The purpose of SOU's House Seminar is to enable students to meet SOU’s general education requirements by exploring issues that they find personally meaningful and in a venue that fosters supportive relationships with faculty, staff, and other students.  The first year House Seminar welcomes and orients students to the university while helping improve their skills, confidence, and long-term success by addressing the following SOU Foundational learning goals:

Communication: students will learn to communicate effectively using writing, speech, and image. 
1. Demonstrate ability to use Standard American English. 

2. Accurately comprehend written, verbal, visual, and/or symbolic communications. 

3. Communicate in ways appropriate to purpose and audience. 

4. Collaborate with others to achieve a common goal. 

Thinking: students will learn to conceptualize ideas holistically, logically, and creatively. 
1. Demonstrate awareness of multiple perspectives. 

2. Identify perceptions, assumptions and biases in any point of view. 

3. Apply logical thought to theoretical and practical issues. 

4. Creatively shape ideas, evidence, and experiences. 

Information Literacy: students will learn to access and use information resources effectively and ethically. 
1. Determine the nature and extent of information needed. 

2. Access information effectively and efficiently. 

3. Evaluate information and resources. 

4. Integrate information ethically and legally. 

Texts and Materials
Texts specific to the topics being explored each quarter will be required.  Possible examples include:

· Ehrenreich, Barbara (2001). Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America. New York: Holt. 

· Finklestein, M. (2005) With No Direction Home: Youth on the Road and in the Streets. Wadsworth.

· Irene Glasser, I. & Bridgman, R. (1999). Braving the Street: The Anthropology of Homelessness.  Berghahn Books.

· Lewis, K. & Burd-Sharps, S. (2010).  The Measure of America 2010-11: Mapping Risks and Resilience. New York University Press.

· Walls, J. (2005).  The Glass Castle: A Memoir.  Simon & Schuster. 

Assessment of SOU Foundational Goals

HSem students will demonstrate proficiency in the foundational goals through assignments such as:
Goal A: Communication
Research Writing:

· Students will produce an informative brochure or website text for a community organization working to promote social justice
· Students will write a policy brief on housing issues for low-income households in the Rogue Valley
· Students will write research papers on a topic of their own selection related to the theme of home and homelessness

Persuasive Writing:

· Students will draft an op-ed piece for local news outlets on local issues of homelessness

· Students will produce a draft grant proposal for a community organization working to promote social justice
Reflective Writing:

· Students will write and revise a reflective essay on their personal experience sleeping “on the street”

· Students will write and revise a reflective essay on their own privilege, following the model of Peggy McIntosh's White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack

Speaking/Oral Presentation

· Students will develop short speeches on "what social justice means to me" to deliver in YouTube videos and at the campus free-speech rock

· Students will develop talking points and practice mock lobby visits to congressional members on homelessness

· Students will present a synthesis of their portfolio at SOAR 2014
Goal B: Thinking
· Students will conduct a stakeholder analysis in which they identify a diverse range of individuals and groups affected by a community issue and analyze their interests in relation to possible courses of action. 
 

Goal C: Information Literacy
· Students will review possible funding sources for a community organization and analyze the alignment between the goals of the organization and those of the various funding sources.  

· Students will conduct primary and library research on housing, employment, and subsistence opportunities for families of varied income-brackets to understand local socio-economic inequalities (based onhttp://web.stcloudstate.edu/teore/Life/LifeHappens.html, to be updated and modified for Rogue Valley.)

Grading Policy
House Seminar uses a portfolio for final assessment, which produces evidence for both student achievement and program analysis. The advantages to students and faculty are many:
· A visual representation of student learning from beginning to end

· A concrete way to track and document student progress over a period of time

· A hard copy record of tasks and output for the student to retain for future reference and use

· A systematic progression of tasks that can be linked to course goals and objectives and interpreted in the context of whether each was accomplished

· An opportunity for students to reflect on their own progress as they review their portfolio

SOU House Seminar grades are based on individual proficiency in communication skills according to general standards set by House Seminar faculty. Major components of the term grade are the following:

· A presentation essay, with all drafts, comments, and revisions

· Advising plans and schedules for the coming term

· Additional student- and instructor-selected work to demonstrate achievement in writing, speaking, and critical thinking

· Self-reflection and self-assessment on meeting learning goals

These components form a student's portfolio, which is graded at the end of each term. In addition to these components, the following requirements must be met:

· Completion with serious effort of all assignments and homework, including all stages of writing and speech preparation

· Evidence that assigned work was completed on time per instructor's requirement

· Submission of all required elements

· Evidence of revision of written work

· Evidence of attentive and serious participation in all class activities, including discussion, peer responses to other students' work, group activities, and writing

House Seminar requires a C- or above to successfully complete HSEM 101, 102, and 103.
Formatting of Written Material
· All papers (drafts and final versions) must be printed from a computer (12-point, double spaced) and formatted in accordance with MLA or APA guidelines presented in the currently required Style Guide or as directed by the instructor.

· All sources must be referenced in the text and in a list of works cited, following the Style Guide's examples.

· Do not discard any of your work for House Seminar. Keep all preliminary assignments, notes, drafts, and peer critiques. Place each revision on TOP of the previous work. Every time you turn in work to your instructor include all previous drafts and notes. Ultimately, this work will be part of the presentation versions that constitute your Presentation Portfolio.

Scholastic Responsibility
Academic dishonesty, such as plagiarism or cheating, is a serious infraction of academic rules. Consult the Style Guide for a description of plagiarism. For sanctions, see the Academic Standards.

Assistance
Additional assistance on House Seminar assignments, beyond what students receive from their instructors and classmates, is available through the Writing Center in the Hannon Library where peer tutors are prepared to give one-on-one assistance with specific assignments, as well as general advice on improving academic skills. House Seminar students may drop in when help is needed or set an appointment.

Faculty Expectations of Students
House Seminar requires at least eight hours per week of study time for most students (approximately two hours outside of class for every hour in class). In addition, the following behaviors, attitudes and efforts toward the class are valued by House Seminar faculty. Your success in House Seminar and in college depends upon these behaviors.

· Attend All Classes. Much of our work in this course will be done in class, in small groups where other students depend on your participation. Attendance is absolutely required, every time. More than four hours of absence will lower your grade and may result in the instructor asking you to withdraw from the course. Groups may be asked to meet outside of class as necessary to complete or critique assignments. Attending scheduled group meetings is required course work, as is attending campus events scheduled for class work or discussion.

· Be Prepared. Read all assigned materials on time; be responsible for all assigned reading listed on the schedule of assignments, even if not specifically discussed in class. Complete all written assignments on time. Think about what you read and what you're writing before you come to class.

· Share Your Ideas. Come to class prepared to share ideas and contribute to class discussion. Make comments, ask questions, share your knowledge, experience, and expertise. Use discussion and group interaction to advance your own learning and to support others' learning.

· Do Your Best. Mobilize and direct energy toward the assignments. Ask "Have I done my best?" Most writing assignments in House Seminar are open, so find ways to make the topics your own and keep your interest high. Exhibit a positive attitude toward testing and stretching your limits.

· Collaborate. Exchange and use the expertise and knowledge of faculty and classmates to enhance learning and understanding. Give and ask for help as appropriate.

Student Expectations of House Seminar Faculty 

Students may expect faculty to:

· Be prepared for each class session (and be flexible when needed)

· Respond to your work in a timely manner

· Be available in and out of class to discuss specific assignments and course material

· Be interested in your success

Class Schedule

To be developed by the instructional team
(HSEM 101)  GreenHouse:  subtitle needed

HS 101, CRN#

Fall Term, 2013

Churchill 229-230; MW 9:00-10:20, F 9:00-11:50

4 credits

Welcome to the GreenHouse!  We are glad that you have chosen to become part of our learning community.  Our team of teachers has been working hard during the last year to develop a unique approach to learning in higher education.  We hope you are all as excited as we are to see where this learning adventure will lead! The instructional team will serve as your guides on this learning adventure but know that it is up to you to bring all of your energy, focus, teamwork and intellect to make this journey a stimulating and challenging experience that will prepare you well for your life beyond the next four years. You have chosen to take the path less travelled in a unique educational program at SOU.  The opportunities for personal, academic and professional growth are wide open so we ask that you make a fully committed leap into this academic venture with us!

The mediocre teacher tells. 
The good teacher explains.  
The superior teacher demonstrates. 
The great teacher inspires. 


- William A. Ward

We aspire to be great teachers!  

Welcome to the Greenhouse,
Steve Kem

Vincent Smith

Elizabeth Whitman

2013-2014 GreenHouse Teaching Team    

Phone:
541-552-6802








Email: smithv3@sou.edu

Office: Taylor 218

Office Hours: M 12:30-1:20, TH 2:00-3:30 or by appointment

What are First Year House Seminars?

In your first year of house seminar we will introduce you to writing, speaking, critical thinking, and research at the university level.  You will read challenging texts; discuss and present various positions/ideas on complex issues; write organized informative, and rigorous essays with focused claims and support; evaluate, integrate, and correctly document outside sources; learn rhetorical strategies appropriate for various audiences; demonstrate control of academic communication protocols. Your first year will be a

total immersion in practicing the skills foundational to all academic inquiry and the chance to be part of an inquisitive, hands-on learning team.

GreenHouse Seminar:

The SOU Greenhouse seminar supports a solution-oriented learning community focused on sustainability, adventure, leadership, and applied research.  Students, faculty and community members work together to understand and solve problems through investigation, collaboration and action.  Whether you major in business, art, environmental science, philosophy, the social sciences, or any of the wide variety of majors at SOU, you can apply your interests to make a difference.  As a GreenHouse student, you are an active learner. Every term you will be introduced to leaders, teachers, concerned citizens, and fellow students who will work with you to generate solutions and bring about change.  Your GreenHouse adventure moves beyond the classroom.  Learning takes place on the SOU campus, on Mt. Ashland, at local farms and businesses, along the Rogue River, throughout our watershed, and on our new SOU Center for Sustainability.  

The SOU Greenhouse is not just a program, it is a community of students, faculty, staff and residents dedicated to exploring what sustainability means to each of us as individuals, as a community, and what it means for our world.  

HS101, Fall  (specific course description to come)

HS102, Winter (specific course description to come)

HS103, Spring (specific course description to come)

Learning Objectives:

While we recognize that you may bring your own set of learning objectives to this course, the following are learning objectives we have for you and on which you will be assessed:    

1. Communicate effectively using writing, speech, and image

2. Conceptualize ideas holistically, logically, and creatively

3. Access and use information resources effectively and ethically

4. Demonstrate life skills necessary for participation in collaborative environments, sustainability leadership, and civic engagement

The Cohort Experience:

During this seminar and over the next four years you will have numerous opportunities to work on applied learning projects as a team member.  Within these academic challenges lie opportunities to learn through experience about working effectively as a member of a team.  From the first day of orientation through graduation you will be learning experientially about the processes going on as groups develop, approach a challenge and move forward.  You will have the chance to try out different roles within these groups: leader, follower, initiator, devil’s advocate, brainstormer.  You can step beyond the role you have gravitated towards in the past, beyond your “comfort zone” and discover more about unexplored parts of yourself.  

Action Objectives: 

By the time you leave this course, you will be able to:

1. Begin to navigate the complex sociopolitical barriers to sustainability

2. Communicate and translate sustainability as a concept and sustainability as a practice in various contexts

3. Provide Southern Oregon with carefully researched and communicated solutions to its growing food systems problem.

Learning Environment:

In order to meet the above course objectives you will be asked to participate in a variety of learning environments including:

1. Exciting field trips introducing you to the people and places of Southern Oregon

2. Contributing to SOU’s new Center for Sustainability and farm

3. Working closely with leaders to design more sustainable communities

4. Instructor-led class lectures 

5. Facilitated small group discussions and hands-on learning modules

Attendance:


You are highly encouraged to attend every class period.  Meaningful discussions require your attendance.  You will be engaged with your peers during every class period.  Thus, your absence places undo burden on your peers.  If you must miss a class, you will be responsible for notifying me and any group members with which you may be working in advance.  We hope you will find our discussions both an exciting and meaningful part of your busy week.  


If you miss class because you are sick or for any other reason, please feel free to make up the points through extra credit.  


Attendance Guide:




150 Total Points


One Absence or Late Attendance


2 points reduction


Two Absences or Late Attendances


4 points reduction


Three Absences or Late Attendances


8 points reduction


Four Absences or Late Attendances


16 points reduction

As Woody Allen has said, “Seventy percent of success in life is just showing up.” (I would add . . .“100% of the time.”) Another really solid piece of advice: Good, honest, authentic communication is always the key to solving many challenges. The better you communicate, the more challenges you may solve.
Participation:


Your participation is requested in making this course a success. Group assignments, projects, and discussions are much more meaningful when members of the group are engaged and committed to their peers.  We will work hard to create an environment where you feel safe and where you feel you will be heard.  I expect each of you to do the same for your peers.  Please note that participating in class and talking in class are not synonymous.  Perhaps the most crucial participatory skill you can learn is to listen!  

For most students this course requires at least 6-8 hours per week of study time in

addition to class attendance. I know, you've probably heard this kind of thing before; and, no, this is not a joke. We say it, and most students find it a reality. Many students are well organized, focused and therefore very efficient and require a little less time. However, other students may require more than 8 hours per week outside of class because of poor study habits or inefficient time management. Your hours outside of class will be spent reading, writing, revising, planning and thinking. Your study hours can be spent in a groggy and unproductive haze from 11 pm at night until 7 am in the morning, or they can be more judiciously parceled out to 1-2 hours per day during the week, leaving the majority of your weekends free for other extracurricular activities.

Support for Students with disabilities:

If you are in need of academic support because of a documented disability (whether it is psychiatric, learning, mobility, health-related, or sensory), you may be eligible for academic accommodations through disability services for students. Contact the Director, Disability Services for Students, at 552-6213, or schedule an appointment in person at Academic Support Programs, Stevenson Union, Lower Level. DSS services are available to all distance learning (online) students as well as on-campus students. Please see our DSS for Distance Learning page. http://www.sou.edu/access/dss/.  Because of the nature of the GreenHouse seminar, it is important to let us know as soon as possible if you have specific needs that we can help address as we engage in active learning together.
Academic Advising and Support

Until you declare a major or are affiliated with a specific program one of your GreenHouse Seminar instructors will serve as your academic advisor. You may always approach us with questions or concerns, and we will do our best to help you in whatever way we can. If you would like some additional assistance, SOU offers many very helpful academic support programs. You can find out about these by visiting http://www.sou.edu/access/. Academic Support Programs provide the resources for student learning in and out of the classroom: Academic Advising, Disability Services, Success and Southern, Math and Writing Tutoring. 

Academic Honesty:  

Students are expected to maintain academic integrity and honesty in completion of all work for this class. Examples of academic dishonesty include: 

1. Receiving or providing unauthorized assistance on exams

2. Using unauthorized materials during an exam

3. Plagiarism (using materials from sources without citations)

4. Copying the work of someone else and submitting it as your own

The first instance of academic dishonesty will result (for all parties involved) in no credit for the assignment or exam. In addition, a student will be ineligible to complete any extra credit work for the class. Subsequent episodes will result in further disciplinary action, up to and including failure of the course.
Disclaimer:


We reserve the right to amend or modify this syllabus throughout the term to best serve the learning objectives of the course.

Peer Reviews:


We will be working through several peer reviews this semester.  This peer review process is meant to teach you to critically review your peers’ work and thinking.  While peer reviews are taught as part of the successful writing process, we will also be placing emphasis on the review process.  Your ability to contribute to the success of another may be one of the most universally important skills you can learn.  

Required Reading:

Csikszentmihaly, M.  Finding flow: The psychology of engagement with everyday

life experience. Basic Books (Master Minds Series).  1997.
Orr, David. Earth in Mind: On Education, Environment, and the Human Prospect.  Island Press.1994.

Pollan, Michael.  In Defense of Food:  An Eater’s Manifesto.  Penquin Books.  2008.

SOU Faculty [Eds.] Southern Oregon University style guide:  University Seminar.  Fountainhead Press. 2012.

Winne, Mark.  Closing the Food Gap:  Resetting the Table in the Land of Plenty.  Beacon Press. 2008

GreenHouse Course Packet. 2013

Specific Assignments

This course is all about learning to THINK critically and process those thoughts via reading, writing, researching, and speaking. To that end, we practice reading, writing, researching and classroom speaking quite a lot. Please review the Course Schedule and Assignment Table to be familiar with the number and kind of assignments we will be exploring and the relative worth of those assignments in the course assessment scheme. 

Course Schedule

Please review the Course Schedule. This detailed week-by-week schedule outlines your assignments
Course Assessment:  Fall 2013

You will be assessed on the following items:

Participation




(0-10 points)


10 points

Collaborative Project

 

(0-50 points)


50 points

Reaction Papers x 5



(0-4 points)


20 points

Portfolio Development


(0-30 points)


30 points

Content Contribution



(0-10 points)


10 points

Literature Review



(0-30 points)


30 points

Total



150 points

Extra Credit Opportunities


(0-8 points)

Grading Guide

140+ 

A



110-114

C

135-139 A-



105-109

C-

130-134 B+



100-104

D+

125-129 B



95-99


D

120-124 B-



90-94


D-

115-119
C+



89 or less

F

Grading Policy

In a perfect world there would be no letter (or number) grades at all. This is not to say that we are making a claim for slacker assessments or shoddy knee-jerk opinions about the QUALITY of one’s work. As you will soon find out, we offer quite a few informed judgments about the quality of work. Our experience gives us a certain insight into what makes for effective or ineffective academic work, and we are very willing outline those expectations and to tell you why your assignments meet or fail to meet certain academic expectations. Yet, since our current system obliges us to evaluate the work you produce for this course with a letter grade, what is important for you to know about the grading

scheme?

· Students must complete all of the work assigned in order to pass the course.

· As per SOU policy, students may “pass” any House Seminar by earning a grade of C- or better. If a student earns a D or an F, he or she must retake the course.

· Late work is very undesirable and most certainly affects the final grade (because you are “skipping out” on the dialogue).

· Persistence trumps innate talents.

· Consistent and sustained effort trumps last-ditch effort.

· Typically, office visits (and visits to the Writing Center) help students to perform well in this class.

· We try very hard to grade fairly, justly and with great attention to detail.

· We give important feedback to help students improve their work.

· Last, but certainly not least, we sincerely wish for every student to succeed
Sustainability Project


This term we will be working together to develop and implement a website and mapping system for the Rogue Valley Food System.  The project is meant both to contribute to the region and guide you through the political and scientific complexities of a complex analysis.  You will be working in small groups to contribute to this project.  Project components will have due dates throughout the term as outlined on the assignment.   

Reaction Papers


The readings assigned in this course have been carefully selected to assist you in meeting the course learning objectives.  By carefully reading and reacting to the readings assigned you will be well prepared for course discussions.  Every other week you will be asked to write a short reaction paper addressing the assigned readings.  Papers are due at the beginning of class.  These papers are to be REACTIONS not summaries of readings.  Your papers will be assessed based on your ability to critically yet informally liken the introduced concepts to your own life.


There is NO magic recipe for how to earn full credit on your reaction paper.  However, the following suggestions may help you.

• greater length (but length alone is not sufficient)

• well organized and grammatically correct

• specific reference to particular sections or passages or ideas or quotes from the readings (but avoid long quotes)

• especially effective analysis (rather than simple description)

• reference to more than two readings

• assesses links, relationships, comparisons or contrasts between readings

• especially well written

• especially beautiful, elegant, or creative

• teaches me something new

• provides a different but compelling perspective

Content Contribution


I will be asking each of you to contribute to the course content this term.  There is no reason to believe I have a monopoly on answers!  You will be asked to sign up for a 15 minute time slot during which you will share a proposed or early development sustainability initiative.  Examples will be detailed in class but might include a 15 minute presentation on an innovative corporate purchasing policy, municipal legislation to impact climate change, or a grassroots movement to redefine currency (think Ashland dollars).  Your contribution will need to be well researched, well presented, and must be accompanied by an annotated bibliography.

Writing Portfolio


The literature review you will be writing this term CANNOT be procrastinated.  In order to help you make progress on your paper, you will be keeping a writing portfolio.  Each week specific elements of the writing process will need to be complete.  You will turn your portfolios in regularly.  You will receive a complete list of writing portfolio components along with a grading rubric.   

Literature Review

Each of you will be developing a literature review on a topic related to food security this term.  I would encourage you to choose a topic and develop a researchable question that will be of use to you in another course, in preparation for graduate school, or perhaps helpful to a local non-profit or community group.  Your finished paper may well constitute the basis of a future publication.

Late Assignments


Assignments may be submitted up to 24 hours late.  Late assignments will receive a 10% grade reduction.  Assignments submitted more than 24 hours late will not be accepted.  I highly recommend turning in your work early to avoid any point reduction.

Extra Credit


You will have the opportunity to earn up to 8 extra credit points over the course of the term.  Extra credit may be earned in one of two ways.  First, you may attend an event, lecture, or volunteer event on or off campus and write a one page reaction based on your experience.  Events or lectures must be approved by me prior to paper submission.  You will earn two extra credit points for each paper submitted.  Second, you may write an op-ed article for submission related to a contemporary environmental issue.  I would encourage you to review your article with me before submission.  Op-eds will earn up to 4 extra credit points.
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