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May 13, 2022


To:		Melissa Anderson, Faculty Senate Chair
From:		Mark Tveskov, Chair, Faculty Development Committee

Subject:	2022 Distinguished, Scholarship, Service, and Teaching Award Winners

The Faculty Development Committee has completed its review of 2021-22 Distinguished Scholarship, Service, and Teaching Award nominees and recommends that the following outstanding faculty members receive these awards:

Distinguished Teaching Award:

Dr. Robert Arellano

Dr Arellano has taught as Southern Oregon University for over a decade and was part of the founding faculty of the Emerging Media and Digital Arts program, where he instructs classes in innovation and leadership, digital media and art, writing, and storytelling. His classes are innovative and responsive to emergent trends and are dedicated to equity, diversity, and inclusion. Dr. Arellano’s passion for and dedication to student success is apparent to all, and he is widely regarded as one of our university’s most dynamic professors. In the words of one of his students, few professors cultivate minds and abilities and pave the way for success the way Professor Arellano can. 

Dr. Deborah Brown

Dr. Deborah Brown has taught at Southern Oregon University for over 25 years and is highly valued by her colleagues and students alike. She is regarded as a passionate, compassionate, and student-centered professor and an innovative teacher, serving our students in University Seminar and as an advisor to SOU’s Degree in Three and Bridge programs. She is well-known for her sensitivity and responsiveness to first generation students, students from underrepresented groups, and especially student veterans, who are often drawn to her course on war literature. Her commitment to student success also includes many years of development and training of tutors for the Writing Center which provides essential assistance to students across the university. 


Dr. Cody Christopherson

In his ten years at Southern Oregon University in Psychology and Mental Health Counseling, Dr. Christopherson has earned a reputation as one of our best and most innovative teachers. His pedagogy fosters change, inclusivity and harmony for his students, and real-world application.  His scholarship is informed by private practice, research, and publications in numerous professional journals in psychology, education, and counseling. Dr. Christopherson offers his students support and encouragement, and he creates opportunity for deeper learning that sets up post graduate success.  

Distinguished Service Award:

Dr. David Bithell

Dr. David Bithell is a Professor of Art and Emerging Media and has worked at Southern Oregon University since 2011.  A respected artist and composer, he is regarded as an innovative, regenerative, and inspiring campus leader, and has served the university in several capacities, including as program chair on the Faculty Development Committee, and as chair of the Faculty Personnel Committee. He is respected for his organization, ability to build consensus, organization, and sensitivities across several issues.  He is respected for his collegiality and hard work, and, as one colleague states, he is a freakishly polymathic workhorse. 

Dr. Alena Ruggerio

Dr. Alena Ruggerio is a Professor of Communication, Media, and Cinema and has taught at Southern Oregon University since 2002. Dr. Ruggerio’s service to the university and the larger community has been exemplary; she has served as Program Chair for Communication, Chair of the Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies Council, President of the Friends of Hannon Library, Chair of the Faculty Development Committee, the General Education Task Force, and Co-Facilitator of the Anti-Racism and Decolonization Innovation Community, among many other duties. In her commitment to
serving others and to serving our campus as well as her humility in all that, Dr. Ruggerio is an exemplar for us all.

Distinguished Scholarship Award:

Dr. Alison Burke

Dr. Alison Burke is a Professor of Criminology and has taught at Southern Oregon University since 2008.  Dr. Burke is a tireless scholar who consistently utilizes her research into her teaching. A Fulbright Scholar, Dr. Burke has published two books as the sole author, collaborated with the Criminology & Criminal Justice faculty on an Open Education Resource textbook used by SOU students, as well as authoring ten peer-reviewed articles on pedagogy, juvenile justice issues, and criminological theory. By any measure exceptional, Dr. Burke is one of SOU’s premier scholars. 


Dr. Mark Axel Tveskov

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Mark Axel Tveskov is a Professor of Anthropology and has taught at Southern Oregon University since 1998. In addition to his work teaching in Sociology and Anthropology and Military Sciences, Dr. Tveskov serves as a consulting archaeologist for the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Tribe, The Coquille Tribe, the Confederated Tribes of Siletz, and the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde. His scholarship focuses on the era of settler colonialism in southern Oregon, and this August, his edited volume on the historical memory of war and conflict will be published by the University Press of Florida.  His current research includes historical research for the Maxville Heritage Center on the experience of rural African American Oregonians and into the 1847 Battle of Buena Vista in Saltillo, Mexico. 
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