New Course Proposal
Submit completed form electronically
 
1. Course prefix and course number: CCJ 424
 
2. Course title: The Constitution and the Justice System 

3. Abbreviated title for class schedule (30 characters or less): The Const. and the Justice System

4. Credit hours: 4
(note:  if credits are variable, list range of credits (e.g. 1-8 credits)
5. Catalog description: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students learn to evaluate legislative, executive, and judicial actions to see if they comport with the rule of law as articulated in the U.S. Constitution and appellate court rulings in cases that interpret the Constitution. Additionally, students learn and use a specific legal reasoning method (IRAC) and then apply the Constitution’s protections in their decision-making when encountering new situations requiring a justice system response.
[bookmark: Text8]     

6. Prerequisites (to add each additional prerequisite, start a new line):
(See attached Note for samples) 

A. (course prefix, (space) and number) CCJ 251(preferred) or       or       or       or      

B. (course prefix, (space) and number) CCJ 230 (preferred) or       or       or       or      

C. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

7. Co-requisites (including labs, if any): 
A. (course prefix, (space) and number)       or       or       or       or      

8. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: None

9. [bookmark: Text33][bookmark: Text5]Is course repeatable? Yes        No X  If Yes, list maximum credits:      

10. [bookmark: Text24][bookmark: Text6]Labs requirements: If course includes a lab: # of hours lecture: None      ; # of hours lab:      

11. Fees: List any course fees: None

12. [bookmark: Text29][bookmark: Text30]Grade Mode:  Graded only:        Pass/No Pass only:         Option: X

13. [bookmark: Text7]CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director):      

14. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 
A. University Studies?  Yes  If yes, list Strand(s) Inquiry and Analysis
 
[bookmark: Text25]B.  Honors?       


15. Cross-listing: List any cross-listing (and please complete the Cross-list proposal form at https://inside.sou.edu/provost/curriculum.html):       and       and       and       and      

16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 
A. Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course?      

B. Alignment:  
1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan? CCJ 424 teaches both skills (abstract reasoning and IRAC method of analysis) and knowledge objectives (how the U.S. Constitution governs/limits/controls/and constrains the criminal justice system and contributes to the rule of law in our society. 

2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? It will be a required class for CCJ majors. 

C. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1 60; Year 2 60; Year 3 60 

D. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?
1.  Faculty:  
a. Who will teach the course?  CCJ Faculty member   
b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.  In load.   
c. If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met? No additional faculty members currently needed. 

2.  Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met. None

3.  Other:  
a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? Yes
b. 	Are any other resources needed to support this course?  

There may be some need for recording technology for students who opt to do a “podcast” for their signature assignment.   

If so, please explain how they will be obtained.  Working with CATL 

E. External impact:
1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? 
Hopefully it will allow non-majors across the university to take a class on the US Constitution and the Rule of Law (important topics for lifelong citizenship) and fulfill their inquiry and analysis general education component; for CCJ majors it will be a required class. 
  
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received. 

Discussions with Professor Moreali in the design and suggested course content regarding First Amendment case law. 

2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other academic programs? no   
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.




17.  Syllabus (condensed)
(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)
Students learn to evaluate legislative, executive, and judicial actions to see if they
comport with the rule of law as articulated in the U.S. Constitution and appellate court rulings in cases that interpret the Constitution. Additionally, students will learn and use a specific legal reasoning method (IRAC) and then apply the Constitution’s protections in their decision-making when encountering new situations requiring a justice system response.

B. Learning objectives of the course

Knowledge Objectives: 
1. Understand the rule of law and how the Constitution is the yardstick against which legislative, executive, and judicial actions are measured.
2. Examine the constitutional guarantees relating to substantive criminal law (Equal Protections - 14th Amendment; Due Process – 5th and 14th Amendments, Freedom of Speech and Assembly – 1st Amendment; Privacy and Liberty – “penumbra” of Constitution)
3. Examine the constitutional guarantees relating to the investigative phase of the criminal justice process (Search and Seizure-4th Amendment; Interrogation - 5th and 6th Amendments; Identification procedures – 4th, 5th, 6th, and 14th Amendments).
4. Examine the constitutional guarantees during pre-trial phase of the criminal justice process (Double Jeopardy Protections and Grand Jury Review – 5th Amendment; Right to Counsel – 6th Amendment; Reasonable Bail – 8th Amendment).
5. Examine the constitutional guarantees at the sentencing phase of the criminal justice process (Cruel and Unusual Punishment prohibition – 8th Amendment; Excessive Fines prohibition – 8th Amendment).

Skill Objective: 
Learn IRAC method of legal analysis and practice repeatedly throughout the course.

C. Required texts—Case book containing excerpts of U.S. Supreme Court case decisions.  To be completed by September 2022.

D. Course format:  either campus-based or online.  

From the I and A syllabus prepared statement for course format: 

This to be a reading--intensive class. You will read many excerpts of U.S. Supreme Court decisions. These are generally 1-3 pages long, summarized by your author, and are a much-condensed version of the original case decision.  At first, court decisions may be difficult to read, but with practice, you should find it easier to identify the important aspects of the case.  (When you mark up your textbook highlighting these important aspects, we call this “book briefing.”)  The cases are fairly interesting, and they are pertinent to the everyday practices of life as a citizen and/or criminal justice practitioner.  During our meetings (Ashland campus), we will discuss these cases.  Students will be asked to give a recitation of the facts, holdings, and reasoning of the court.  In the Online version of the class, students will have zoom sessions/YouTube videos reviewing these cases. The instructor’s role in this class, is to explain difficult nuances and summarize the court holdings.   


E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.

	Week
	Topic(s)

	Week 0
	Fundamentals of the legal system (a primer) 

	Week 1
	Constitutional Limits on Substantive Law, part I (due process, void for vagueness, void for overbreadth, gun rights, free exercise of religion and its intersection with criminal laws)

	Week 2
	Constitutional Limits on Substantive Law, Part II (freedom of speech, freedom of expression; freedom of assembly and association; time, place, manner, and forum designations. 

	Week 3
	Search and Seizure, Part I (the warrant requirement, objective basis)

	Week 4
	Search and Seizure, Part II (recognized exceptions to the warrant requirement) 

	Week 5
	Interrogations and Confessions: due process, voluntariness, Miranda and its exceptions

	Week 6
	Identification Procedures: 4th, 5th, 6th Amendment and 14th Amendment Due Process Clause. 

	Week 7
	Pre-trial Guarantees

	Week 8
	Trial Guarantees, Part I: Speedy Trial, Right to Confrontation, Right to Compulsory Process, Right to Counsel

	Week 9
	Trial Guarantees, Part II: Right to jury trial, right to fair trial.

	Week 10
	Constitutional Limits on Sentencing: Cruel and Unusual Punishment, Excessive Fines, and the 8th Amendment. 




Approvals:


_____________________________		_____________________
      Signature of Division Director			Date
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