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Prior Learning Assessment

Southern Oregon University grants credit for prior learning assessed from the sources identified below.  The following does not include/apply to transfer credit.  Please see the Admission of Transfer Students section for information on how SOU awards transfer credit.

Overarching Policies:
· No more than 25% of the credits assessed for prior learning, in any combination, may be applied to requirements for a SOU degree
· Prior learning credit will only be granted at the undergraduate level
· Depending on the type, prior learning credit will be granted as generic credit with no grade, or as Pass/No pass credit - it will not be granted with an associated letter grade
· Prior learning credit can be used to satisfy overall degree credit requirements, specific general education requirements, and/or specific major/minor/certificate requirements, even if these would normally require a letter grade

American Council on Education (ACE) Credit
Students entering SOU may have college credit awarded for educational experiences obtained in the military or elsewhere. Credit recommended by the American Council on Education (ACE) will be evaluated by SOU and awarded as appropriate. No more than 8 total credit hours of ACE credit will be awarded to an individual student.

SOU accepts some credits from third-party entities that do not hold regional accreditation (such as from StraighterLine) that have been evaluated by ACE, as recommended for credit on an ACE transcript. Please note that not all coursework will be accepted - SOU academic programs have the prerogative to determine which ACE coursework will be acceptable and have full authority to establish course equivalents.  These third-parties are not regionally-accredited degree-granting institutions and their transcripts do not display credit values for courses taken.  ACE must recommend all such courses for credit.  Students will need to send SOU a transcript from ACE to request that these credits be evaluated and assessed for transfer acceptance. Transcripts received directly from these third-parties cannot be utilized.

Advanced Placement (AP) Credit
SOU will award AP credit using the following table for all students entering SOU Fall 2019 or later.  With the exception of Calculus BC (see table), SOU requires a minimum AP score of a 3 in order to award any credit.  SOU will award credit, with no associated grade, for acceptable AP scores.  Insufficient AP scores will not be recorded in any fashion.

College Level Examination Program (CLEP) Credit
SOU will award CLEP credit using the following table
SOU will award credit, with no associated grade, for acceptable CLEP scores.  Insufficient CLEP scores will not be recorded in any fashion.

Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) Credit
SOU has a robust CPL process.  Please see the CPL section for details.

DSST (DANTES) Credit
SOU does not award credit directly for DSST.  Students may elect the Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) option as applicable.

International Baccalaureate (IB) Credit
SOU will award IB credit using the following table for all students entering SOU Fall 2019 or later.  SOU requires a minimum IB score of a 4 in order to award any credit.  SOU will award credit, with no associated grade, for acceptable IB scores.  Insufficient IB scores will not be recorded in any fashion.

Other Programs
The University Registrar and the Associate Provost, in consultation with applicable academic programs and academic leadership, may seek to develop and approve additional programs that meet the spirit and intent of the above policies and programs.  Examples of such programs may include Credit by Exam, Credit Buyback, Advanced-Level (and similar) International Programs, and California’s MAP program (Military Articulation Platform).  Such approvals and arrangements will be subsequently presented to Academic Policies Committee.
