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Policy Proposal: Degree conferral term
Prepared by: Jamie Ross, Degree Coordinator

Rationale or Purpose
This policy proposal should be considered along with two other proposals submitted:
· I grade in final term
· Awarding degrees with financial hold
Current SOU practice calls for awarding a student’s degree in the term in which they take their last course requirement at SOU. This practice does not cover instances when students delay sending official transcripts from other institutions with credits to be used in awarding their SOU degree.The degree completion will most likely not be counted in reporting depending on how quickly the student resolves outstanding items.
By awarding the degree for the term in which all course requirements are complete and all required documentation is received; SOU has a more accurate picture of completion rates which may increase funding available to the university.
SCARF reporting will catch degrees awarded within the two most recent academic years. However, to remain consistent with other policies surround degree awarding, it is recommend that this policy allow students 60 days to resolve all outstanding requirements and documentation.
Policy Statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]For students using credits from another institution for their SOU degree, official transcripts must be submitted within 60 days following their final term. Transcripts received after 60 days will move a student’s conferral term and date to the term in which the transcript is received.
Scope 
This policy applies to all undergraduate and graduate students pursuing a degree.
Procedures
The policy must be updated in the Academic Policy – Application for Degree section of the Catalog as well as where reference is made to degree completion requirements. 
Roles/Responsibilities
Registrar and Degree Coordinator will enforce the policy through accurate records and processing of grade changes and degree conferral. 
References
Western Oregon University – An official transcript of academic work completed elsewhere must be submitted to the Registrar’s Office within three weeks after the end of the term in which you are graduating.
University of Oregon – All grade changes, removal of incompletes, and transfer work necessary for completion of degree requirements must be on file in the Office of the Registrar by the Friday following the end of your graduation term. 

Approved by:  _________________________ Date:  ____________________
Effective catalog/term/date:  __________________________
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