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Policy Proposal: Awarding degree with financial hold on account
Prepared by: Jamie Ross, Degree Coordinator

Rationale or Purpose
SOU policy states: Degrees and diplomas are not awarded until the student has fully met graduation requirements and fulfilled all financial obligations to the University. 
The pros of not awarding a degree to a student’s account when a financial hold is present are:
· It incentivizes a student to pay down their balance at SOU
The cons of not awarding a degree to a student’s account when a financial hold is present are:
· The degree completion will most likely not be counted in reporting depending on how quickly they clear their balance
· Employers cannot verify a student’s degree, via National Student Clearinghouse, which can hinder the student in becoming employed and paying down their SOU balance 
· If a student clears the hold in the future and does not notify the Degree Coordinator, their degree will not be awarded
· Produces redundant processing by student, advisor, and Degree Coordinator
· Creates confusion as to why a student did not earn their degree as there is no clear way to indicate the reason in Banner 
By awarding the degree at time of completion; SOU has a more accurate picture of completion rates which may increase funding available to the university, the student is not hindered in obtaining employment, and SOU resources can be allocated elsewhere. The student would still be incentivized to pay down their balance as their official transcript and diploma will not be available.
Policy Statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]Degrees are not awarded until the student has submitted an Application for Degree and fully met graduation requirements. Transcripts and diplomas are not released until the student has fulfilled all financial obligations to the university.
Scope 
This policy applies to all undergraduate and graduate students pursuing a degree. 
Procedures
The policy must be updated in the Academic Policy – Application for Degree section of the Catalog as well as where reference is made to degree completion requirements. 
Roles/Responsibilities
Registrar and Degree Coordinator will enforce the policy through accurate records and processing of degrees. 
Approved by:  _________________________ Date:  ____________________
Effective catalog/term/date:  __________________________
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