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Senate Committee: 	Curriculum Committee			     2012-2013

1. What are the primary duties of this committee?
	 
This committee reviews and recommends all manner of curricular change including new programs such as degrees, minors, certificates and more, new and modified courses, catalog copy and changes, and curriculum related policy.   



2. What did you plan to accomplish this year?
	
Our work is the result of curricular change proposed by departments and programs so it is driven by the needs of the University rather than the interests of the committee.




3. What did the committee accomplish during this academic year?
	
We reviewed and sent to the Senate for approval two new programs, the Honors College and the EMDA degree, two new minors, 173 new courses, 103 more than last year, 261 modified courses (including 46 deleted or suspended courses), 88 more than in 2011/2012. There were 106 changes to majors, 31 changes to minors and 14 changes to certificates.  Many of the modifications to programs are more detailed than indicated in this rough accounting of our actions.




4. What issues and/or additional responsibilities arose this year that influenced the work of the committee?
	
Through review of a new course proposal intending to qualify the course as a BS degree course (mathematics, designated programming courses, designated statistics courses, or designated logic courses), the committee found that there were no criteria or process for approval of these kinds of courses.  We asked the Associate Provost to form a group to study and resolve this issue
The Honors College proposal was challenging in that it was spread out over the course of our year of work.  The House timeline included the spring term arrival of the House courses which were done well but approval without an approved new program context was also challenging.



5. Given what you have learned this year, what goals do you recommend this senate committee focus upon in the upcoming year?
		
	In our answer to question #4 the issue of the BS degree courses is raised.  The outcomes of the work of this committee should be adopted and made a part of our SOU Curriculum Procedure Manual.
	All programs, especially large new programs such as the Houses, should be strongly encouraged to meet the July curriculum deadlines in order that Senate Committees, the Senate, and others have time to properly evaluate this work.
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