2019-20 Campus Theme
Uncertainty
I think that when we know that we actually do live in uncertainty, then we ought to admit it; it is of great value to realize that we do not know the answers to different questions. This attitude of mind - this attitude of uncertainty - is vital to the scientist, and it is this attitude of mind which the student must first acquire.
Richard P. Feynman

For its twelfth year, the SOU Center for the Humanities has chosen Uncertainty as the campus theme for the 2019-20 academic year. We are inspired to explore this theme following informal conversations with students, faculty, and several OLLI members.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The philosopher Bertrand Russell once said, “The fundamental cause of the trouble is that in the modern world the stupid are cocksure while the intelligent are full of doubt.” Uncertainty is an inescapable factor of human existence. For millennia, people have lived “in a condition of doubt and uncertainty.” Taking the words of Russell to heart, we hope to engage in rigorous intellectual conversations about this theme informed by the latest research, scholarship, and insights from a variety of perspectives, including the arts, the sciences, religion, philosophy, and many others. Some of the questions that will be taken up for examination include: What is uncertainty? Is uncertainty lack of knowledge? How should we understand the debate over certainty and uncertainty? 
We would appreciate your prompt approval of the theme so that we can begin working on the fall program. 
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