A Resolution in Support of Open Textbooks

WHEREAS, the price of textbooks has risen at four times the rate of inflation in the past two decades,

WHEREAS, the price of textbooks cause affordability issue resulting in students skipping purchasing a textbook or even dropping a class because they can’t succeed without the textbook,

WHEREAS, textbook publishers  raise textbook prices under false reasons of better quality,       while ignoring the protests student faculty, and other stakeholders, 

WHEREAS, an ‘open textbook’ is defined as an: online, free to access, easy to share, and affordable to print textbook written by education professionals under an open license,

WHEREAS, Open Education Resource (OER) textbooks provided an alternative to commercial textbooks that offer students the same educational benefits as commercial textbooks,

WHEREAS, it is the job faculty to select the course materials that are best for their students;

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to seek and consider low- and no-cost options, including open textbooks, as long as there is no reduction in quality; 

WHEREAS, faculty and students agree that textbook affordability is important issue to a successful education;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that faculty senate supports the use of open textbooks, and encourages faculty to consider open textbooks and other low-cost course materials when selecting textbooks..

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that faculty senate encourages Southern Oregon University to offer support to faculty to consider and adopt open textbooks, when academically appropriate, in the form of workshops, course transition stipends, and library advising.





   


