TO: Faculty Senate
FROM: Laurie Kurutz and Charles Lane, Constitution and Bylaws Committee
RE: Bylaws amendments on temporary senator elections 
DATE: October 22, 2019

Question: Shall we amend the Bylaws to allow a Senator absent for up to a single quarter to select their own temporary replacement senator? 
Explanation: On October 1, 2019 the full Senate directed the Constitution and Bylaws Committee to develop language for a proposed change as defined in the question above.

From the Faculty Bylaws:

1.214 	
Should a senator be scheduled absent from senate meetings for one full academic term, the Faculty Senate Chair shall direct the Elections Committee to conduct a special election in a manner consistent with these Bylaws to replace that senator for the period of time during which he/she shall be absent. At the end of the scheduled absence, the originally elected senator shall resume his/her duties with the Faculty Senate.

1.215 
A vacancy on the Senate of more than one academic term will be filled by special election. The Faculty Senate Chair is responsible for directing the Elections Committee to conduct that interim election in a manner consistent with these Bylaws.



Proposed change:
1.214 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Should a senator be scheduled absent from senate meetings for up to and including one full academic term, the senator will identify a temporary replacement and inform the Faculty Senate Chair. That replacement will  be from within the Division for a senator elected from the Division. A replacement for an At-large Senator need not be confined to the absent senator’s Division.  The Senate Advisory Council will approve the replacement for an absent senator. 

1.215 
A temporary vacancy on the Senate of more than one academic term will be filled by special election. The Faculty Senate Chair shall direct the Elections Committee to conduct a special election in a manner consistent with these Bylaws to replace that senator for the period of time during which he/she shall be absent. At the end of the scheduled absence, the originally elected senator shall resume his/her duties with the Faculty Senate. 

1.215 - 2

When there is a vacancy that is not temporary the Faculty Senate Chair shall direct the Elections Committee to conduct a special election in a manner consistent with these Bylaws to replace that senator for the remainder of that senator’s term.


