Q17 “Is there anything else you would like the campus to think of?”

Consideration for Types of Students 
· Understand that some of us are non-traditional students. I feel like I haven't been catered to at all. I have life experiences that have been well documented and feel as if some of these classes I'm taking are a waste of time. I'm sure many of veterans will agree.
· I think these strands need to be done away with, especially for transfer students. Why does someone whose done similar classes at a community college need extra credits that don't go towards degree? Isnt that the point of the TRANSFER degree, so you can start at SOU in classes that are required for degree in your field?
· Please consider the fact that it is so much money to go to school and me having to take these classes that feel like I’m not getting much out of is extremely frustrating because it makes me question my decision to be going to school

Desire for Career Development
· We should have courses or a strand that focuses on professional development and life skills. Such as taxes, how to pay off loans.. even if that means having 5 week session classes.
· Building more skills that help develop career stability/strength, and financial independence.
· Doing taxes paying bills etc.
· Focus on high level skills needed for preparing for a high level career. Analysis of real case studies is a good starting point.
· Focus on real life skills that will be needed (buying a house, budgeting, information about credit, etc.)

Cultural Competency 
· I understand the importance of applying cultural competency and social justice to each of the various academic topics that must be learned. However, requiring each teacher to cover the basics of cultural competency through the single, limited lens of social justice, and make them be such a large component of basically every. single. class. creates such a redundant, drastic use of time, that it feels like the actual topic of whatever the class is suffers. Its a tough pill to swallow to feel like my time and money was so often used in this way, and my learning of new academic information suffered.
· I think that having a cultural literacy class that addresses racial and class privilege would be useful.

Concerns for Number of Classes
· Quality over quantity. One excellent essay with enough time to thoroughly work on it is better than churning out poorly-written essays because there are too many assignments with too little time to write them.
· Make less classes required, we do not need 60 credits in random gen/ed.

General Concerns/Considerations 
· Make them actually matter. I barely remember any of my strand classes because they were so insignificant.
· Make it easier for people to take gen ed courses that fit into their area of study.
· I didn’t get the full general education here at sou but compared to my old college I learned way more skills here that will help me in the real world
· While having a bunches of choices is great, it also means people aren't getting the same experiences and often times don't leave with the same skills that i feel like the strands are hoping for people to get. I would love to see an Ethnic studies as part of a general education here because it is a super white area and that's a problem.
· Many of my upper division major classes are time demanding (to be expected) and so it would be nice to be able to take upper division HIJ strand classes earlier, say as a sophomore, so that I don't feel as though I am squeezing in HIJ classes to my schedule and rather am taking HIJ classes that truly interest me. I feel as though this would also help to ensure I am majoring in something that interests me as I'd have more exposure to subjects outside of my major classes, which could potentially change my future career path.
· I think all of these goals are essential to a undergrad's education. I think that currently, however, most of these goals are not accomplished in the general education model we have now.
· Making it more focused by a students major
· I strongly believe there should be multiple University Seminar / gen ed 'tracks' based on the major the student is in. For example, as a computer science major, I would appreciate a gen ed track that emphasizes technical writing, engineering, scientific studies and more like that. I believe that SOU has a disadvantage in that precious credit and coursework is taken away from the major. I would like to see more engineering focused gen ed work seen at other schools, I felt a lot of gen ed coursework did not apply in any way to what I am doing now as an upper classman.
· More discussion based classes.
· I went from USEM to the honors college and there for didn't take the honors USEM. The USEM classes do not effectively teach APA format and as a Criminal Justice major that has majorly set me behind as that is basically the only format we use and I have next to no understanding on how to navigate it. Also they do not have effective or relative assignment that help to teach better writing and communication. There is also many classes that some majors are forced to take and pass that don't apply to them at all.
· Unless a student knows what they are doing, the system of labeling/strands can be confusing. Also the fact there&rsquo;s a requirement for 3 science classes seems to be to be a bit much. In my opinion these classes often hold people back from being able to study what they truly want.
· Make the purpose of each strand clearer. As in, make it so that everyone could easily say &ldquo;oh the point of a J strand is _______&rdquo;.
· Promote the professional fields that the classes are actually providing education on. There is only so much that I can learn from a class if I do not know why it will be important for my future career. I also do not know all the different career options that may interest me more than the current idea because I do not necessarily know they exist. Also, it is difficult to provide accurate answers to this survey because each question covers Strands A-J, which range from basic entry-level class to advanced electives. My response for strands A-G and H-J would be much different if given the option.
· I do not think that students should have to take classes that do not matter to them or will not help them in the future, for me that is biology.
· The math and lab science classes are not pertinent to many majors in liberal arts and are a barrier to many intelligent, competent and creative people getting a degree.
· One skill that will be applicable no matter which path in life you choose to go down is communication. When transforming the educational experience I would advise taking in consideration requiring some form of communication course that will introduce and challenge students' ability to effectively communicate. A few classes I would consider are; public speaking, small group communication, conflict resolution, etc.
· Our lower division classes should help prepare for majors and life requirements. Mine I took did nothing for this.

USEM
· In my opinion, I think if a big change is going to be made, the university should change University studies class formats to rolling hybrid classes (Online content+In-class discussions) that students can complete at their own pace, and enroll in anytime. I think this would have many benefits. First, student at different levels of study could learn from each other. Second, Professors could focus on asking students questions that lead thought-proving discussions. Third, students could add a class any week, and complete the work at any pace, allowing for a more self-guided learning experiences.

Desire for Tech skills 
· For EMDA majors specifically, I have experienced a lack of education on important computer skills. I feel that there isn't enough focus on teaching students skills such as photoshop, or other commonly used adobe software. It is often assumed that students have experience in these basic tech skills, which puts people who don't in an uncomfortable situation. There needs to be more thorough classes that are aimed at teaching you this software thoroughly.
· Not everything is applicable to most people in one way or another. Try making classes such as coding and other courses of the like major requirements only instead of gen eds.

Desire for Basic Skills 
· As a broad stroke, from my perspective and what I've heard from my peers, strands A through J are more viewed as obstacles and courses you want to "get out of the way", rather than being viewed as critical fundamental skills for higher education. I believe promoting them as such and emphasizing the skills to adapt to all dynamic career options would motivate more students to take the classes seriously.
· Consider leading students into having better communication skills rather than discussing stories.
· Focus on writing which is more prevalent in 300 and 400 level classes
