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The review process for new minor, major, certificate, and graduate programs proposed at Southern Oregon University examines adequacy of library resources needed to sustain a quality offering. This includes the two line items in the HECC Budget form (Library/Printed and Library/Electronic). 

Overview
As students progress through the proposed liberal arts major in Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies, Hannon Library’s collections will enable students to find articles from core journals in these disciplines, monographs, classic writings, films, and other sources of information useful for research. The materials budget is used to efficiently select resources that best support SOU’s instructional programs. 

As of June 2019, Hannon Library’s physical collections include 338,440 volumes, 523 current print paid journal subscriptions, and 7,369 DVDs, among other holdings. Hannon Library also provides access to over 200,000 e-books; 79 licensed databases, many with full-text content, 73,087 streaming video files; and 77,629 audio files. We have subscriptions to 4,475 e-journals via publisher packages (Taylor & Francis, Sage, Wiley, etc.) and provide access to content from an additional 26,592 journals in aggregator databases like ProQuest and Ebsco. 

Books
Due to a flat print materials budget and inflation, Hannon Library has not been able to purchase as many print books in recent years as in the past. The impact of this limitation has been somewhat ameliorated by our subscription to ProQuest Ebook Central’s Academic Complete, a growing e-book collection that currently contains over 160,000 monographic titles, most with recent imprint dates. Additionally, Hannon Library is a participant in an Orbis Cascade Alliance consortial project to provide e-books based on patron usage (evidence based acquisitions). These programs are through respected publishers such as Oxford University Press and Wiley.

Looking through our holdings, a subject term search on “sexuality,” limited to publication date of 2000 or more current, yields 224 print and electronic books. A similar search for “queer OR homosexuality OR gays OR lesbians” yields 880 entries dated 2000 or later. Searching for “gender” as a subject shows 897 books. “Transgender” as a subject finds 110 books. A subject search for “women OR feminis*” retrieves 9,303 books. A subject search for “masculinit*” finds 400 books at SOU. This gives a sense of our current book holdings that would support the Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies major.

Students and faculty also have the opportunity to request print books at no cost from our consortium which includes 38 academic libraries in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.  Summit, the union catalog of the Orbis Cascade Alliance, contains over 10 million titles representing 30 million items. Materials are picked up and delivered daily via a courier system, with a delivery turnaround time of three to five business days. Although this access is not as convenient as books housed in our building, students and faculty are still able to get books within a few days for almost any research topic. In the rare instance that a title is not available in either our library or from an Orbis Cascade member library, it can be requested via inter-library loan.
Films
In addition to Hannon’s Library’s extensive collection of DVD film recordings, the library subscribes to Academic Video Online which contains over 65,000 streaming videos. Of these, several films focus on relevant topics and can be accessed from the library catalog or at the Academic Video Online website. 

Journals 
Hannon Library subscribes to several print journals that support gender, sexuality, and women’s studies topics. Examples include Women’s Studies Quarterly, Transgender Studies Quarterly (TSQ), Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, and GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies. In addition Hannon Library provides access to an even greater number of relevant journals online. Many of these are available through our e-journal packages such as Taylor & Francis, Sage, Wiley, or PsycArticles. We have additional full-text content through aggregator databases. Students can search across almost all of our full-text content by searching in the Hannon Library catalog.

Full-text journal content beyond what we own can be found in one of our sociology databases such as Ebsco’s SocINDEX or ProQuest’s ProQuest Social Science Premium Collection. Depending on the topic, an alternative subject database may be appropriate, such as MLA International Bibliography for literature, Philosopher’s Index for philosophy, PsycInfo for psychology, ERIC for education, or America: History and Life for history. We do not currently have a subject database for gender studies or women’s studies. Articles beyond our holdings can be requested through inter-library loan and usually will arrive electronically within just a few days.

Statement of Need for Supporting New Major
Although Hannon Library has been able to support the minor in GSWS, there is concern about our ability to provide adequate support for a major without a subject-focused database. Most majors have subject databases, especially majors that heavily use the library for research as the GSWS program is expected to do. An environmental scan of other libraries that support similar programs revealed a number of potential options. Several are primarily focused on either women’s studies or queer studies. Since this program includes both, we recommend Ebsco’s Gender Studies. This database is available through an Orbis Cascade Alliance subscription and the current year’s cost for our institution would be $4098. According to Ebsco’s website, this database “provides indexing and abstracts covering the full spectrum of gender-related scholarship. It offers over a million records from scholarly and popular publications, including journals, books, conference papers and theses. Subjects include gender inequality, masculinity, post-feminism and gender identity.” This resource would do an excellent job of supporting this exciting new major as well as the Transgender Certificate.

Conclusion
Because the proposed liberal arts major in Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies will be largely based on existing SOU courses, we are confident that Hannon Library’s resources are adequate to support the program in terms of books and journals. The library’s increasing access to electronic books and journals will enable students to do their research from home or campus. If our holdings aren’t adequate and they are able to plan ahead, students will be able to order almost any book from our consortium. Articles beyond our holdings can be requested through inter-library loan. Our only concern is that students in this major will be hindered by not having a single database for searching gender, sexuality, or women’s studies topics. We currently do not have such a database and so we recommend adding Ebsco’s Gender Studies.

Please use these amounts on the HECC budget form:
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