Curriculum Overview
Masters of Theatre Studies 2021-22

The purpose of the MoTS program is to teach all the skills needed for Drama teachers (middle school, high school and community college) to understand, practice and demonstrate mastery of technical theatre, or how to effectively produce any play, anywhere, with anyone. 

Students usually take the Program for three summers consecutively. Our main instruction session is a two-week Intensive during the second and third weeks of July. Students are required to take three five-day Elective sessions which are offered before and after the Intensive session every summer. 

During the Academic year, students complete several large hands-on projects based on plays they produce at their home school and students complete one theoretical project that includes many components.

There are five main parts to producing a play. Each student takes classes in these five parts for each year of the Program to introduce them to increasing complicated forms of theatre from Representational, or realistic theatre rooted in a particular time and place; to Musical theatre which has its own challenges of casting, blocking, sound and staging: to Presentational theatre which is a play set outside the boundaries of reality in space and time. Our entire curriculum is designed to give students the skills they need to produce all plays. 

Each year, each student, takes scaffolded classes in all five parts of a play’s production, which we consider our Core Curriculum. 

1. Script Analysis
2. Scene Design and Production 
3. Costume Design and Production
4. Lighting Design and Production 
5. Sound Design and Production  

The rest of our classes support specific aspects of these five areas. For example, students take three levels of Stagecraft to learn to build increasingly complicated sets. They take three levels of Scene Painting to learn to paint the sets they build with more sophisticated methods. Students take classes in increasingly complex Stage Properties so that by their third year, they have the skills to build virtually any prop for any play. We teach Drawing and Watercolor, which are needed to produce the paperwork of theatre, including set renderings, ground plans, costume sketches and paint elevations. We teach Stage Makeup so that students can ensure their young actors are visible under stage lights and ‘look the part’. We teach Creative Concepts so students will approach a play’s concept with integrity and responsibility. Students take Plays in Production, a class that generates in-depth discussion of plays we see together at OSF to foster communication, critical-thinking and discernment. Stage management class gives students the tool needed to schedule, rehearse, block, cue and run an actual production. 

Our five-day Electives offer students further training in specialized areas to complete their technical theatre education with time to research, plan, construct, explore and practice their skills.

This program was conceived by its founder, Chris Sackett, to make better theatre in this world. He decided to start with the teachers. His plan works. The results are speedy, tangible and gloriously visible. This program changes the lives of Drama teachers, their students, their schools and their communities. 
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