New Program Proposal
Reading and Literacy Concentration



New Program: Reading and Literacy Concentration in conjunction with the MSEd program
CIP Code: 13.1315 Reading Teacher Education

Impact statement

1. What is the expected effect of this program on existing courses (both within your department/ program or elsewhere in the SOU curriculum)? 

This concentration is designed to attract new learners interested in preparing individuals to diagnose reading difficulties and to teach reading programs at various educational levels. In addition to serving as a standard program concentration, with the addition of a practicum, this coursework may also be completed for an Oregon Reading Intervention Endorsement as part of the MSEd degree or as a standalone credential. This endorsement was formerly available through SOU’s participation in the READ Oregon program, but has been in abeyance for the last few years. 

All of the courses in this concentration are currently in the SOU catalog. Beyond the five courses included within this concentration, learners will also complete six existing core courses in order to qualify for their master’s degree, thus increasing enrollment in courses which have historically struggled to maintain adequate enrollment. See outcomes and complete course descriptions for this concentration.

2. Will any prerequisites or other course requirements affect other departments/programs? 

No

3. Program resource evaluation:

a. Faculty. Cite faculty availability or needs and impact on other teaching obligations. If additional faculty teaching hours are needed, how will that need be met?

The Education department has hired four new faculty since 2019 and has three retired faculty members who will continue teaching in the online MSEd program on post-retirement contracts. If additional faculty are needed, term-by-term faculty will be hired from the community of professional educators with expertise and experience in adult learning.

b. Facilities. Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or laboratory space and how that need will be met.

No additional facilities will be needed. These courses will be offered wholly online. 

c. Library. Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this program? 

Yes. See Library Resource Statement.

d. Other. Are any other resources needed to support this program? If so, please document them and explain how they will be obtained.

An infusion of online learners into the MSEd program may entail additional workload for program admissions and advising. Ongoing administrative support for the online program will be provided by Hart Wilson (Project Manager). Anita Caster (Education Graduate Programs Advisor) will provide ongoing program support and Academic Partnerships will provide recruiting, retention, and course development support. Additional support to oversee endorsements will be provided by Margaret Wright (Licensure Specialist). 

4. Catalog copy for the new program, including requirements and electives.

MSEd candidates can select groups of courses to comprise an area of focus. The Reading and Literacy Concentration in the MSEd program may be completed to meet three professional goals:
· Option A: As a 20-credit concentration area in the MSEd degree — MSEd Reading and Literacy (45 credits)
· Option B: As a 24-credit concentration area in the MSEd degree PLUS a reading endorsement for licensed teachers — MSEd Reading and Literacy with Oregon Reading Intervention Endorsement (49 credits)
· Option C: As a standalone Oregon Reading Intervention Endorsement (24 credits)
Note: The opportunity to earn a Reading Endorsement is optional for those enrolled in the MSEd degree program; it is not a requirement. Courses in this concentration can be taken by individuals who do not have a teaching license; however, those wishing to earn the Reading Intervention Endorsement must have a Preliminary or Professional teaching license prior to enrolling in READ 509 Practicum. Teachers licensed outside Oregon should inquire of their state licensing agency to learn about requirements for adding the endorsement to their teaching license.

Concentration in Reading and Literacy (all courses 4 credits)

	READ 512
	Foundations of Literacy

	READ 535
	Language and Literacy in the Content Areas

	ED 544A
ED 545A
	English Language Development: Curriculum and Pedagogy OR
1st and 2nd Language Acquisition and Cultural Impacts

	READ 570
	Classroom Assessment and Reading Instruction

	READ 580
	Leadership in Reading Programs



Optional Practicum for Oregon Reading Intervention Endorsement
         READ 509         Practicum
 
[Other concentrations will be listed here in the catalog.]

5. Please provide written verification of contact with the Chair of any other departments or programs affected by the new program.  N/A
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