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	CATALOG YEAR/ACADEMIC YEAR
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	EXISTING/PRIOR POLICY (IF ANY) (pertinent items highlighted below)
[bookmark: bachelor_of_science_degree_(bs)]Baccalaureate Degree Requirements
1. Minimum term credits: 180.
2. Completion of the core curriculum requirements. See the catalog section on Core Curriculum Requirements.
3. Work in upper division courses: Minimum of 60 credits.
4. Satisfaction of the departmental requirements for a major. This must be certified by the program chair.
5. Work in residence: Minimum 45 credits of last 60.
6. Students pursuing a bachelor of arts or bachelor of science degree must complete the special requirements for these degrees. See BA/BS Requirements .
7. Grade Point Average: Minimum 2.0 in the major, minor, and overall. Some programs have a higher minimum GPA requirement for their majors and minors (see requirements for the major and minors in the academic program listing).

8. Restrictions:
a. Courses numbered below 100 that are taken after fall term 1982 do not apply toward graduation requirements.
Note: Courses numbered 0-49 taken prior to fall term 1982 are not applicable toward graduation requirements; 50-99 are applicable toward graduation as electives only.
b. Open course numbers limitation:
i. 199, 299, 399, 401, 403, 405, and 407 courses are limited to 45 credits in the overall program.
ii. 409 practicum courses are limited to 16 credits a prefix (e.g., WR, SPAN, SOAN), and 32 credits for the overall program.
iii. Courses that were taken as open-numbered courses but subsequently became regularly scheduled (non-open-numbered) courses should not be counted in the credit limits on open-numbered courses.
c. Correspondence study: Maximum 24 credits.
d. Extension study: Maximum 60 credits (including the above).
e. Prior learning experience: Maximum 90 credits approved.
f. Maximum 12 credits of PE 180 and PEA 180 allowed for graduation




	RATIONALE OR PURPOSE
SOU inherited from the now-defunct OUS System an admissions requirement that incoming students must have completed the equivalent of two years of second language study in high school prior to matriculating at SOU.  Students who are admitted without having met this requirement currently receive a “DFL” flag on their DegreeWorks report, indicating they are Deficient in Foreign Language, and agree to an obligation to fulfill the admissions requirement while they are SOU students.  The DFL designation can be lifted once a student successfully passes 101 and 102 courses in the same second world language at SOU or another higher education institution, or successfully passes a proficiency exam administered through the World Languages and Cultures program.  

Scheduling and planning in World Languages and Cultures has been built around this longstanding system, but it creates a dilemma for the Office of the Registrar because fulfilling a DFL obligation not appear anywhere in the catalog as a graduation requirement.  Thus, the handful of students who have completed all their requirements to graduate but are still DFL are either waived from their DFL obligation by the Registrar, or labor under the assumption they must fulfill a DFL obligation that is nowhere codified in their catalog if they do not know to request a waiver.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This situation does not affect B.A. students, since Bachelor of Arts students admitted to the university under DFL already fulfill the DFL obligation in the normal process of completing their B.A. requirements.

It is not that the policy recommended below would be doing anything new; we are just making sure the policy is housed in the correct place (in the catalog as a degree requirement) so it can be ethically enforced by the Office of the Registrar.  

This change would also correct the “deficiency mindset” which is currently placed upon students now who are admitted to SOU under a DFL flag on their DegreeWorks report.  Under this proposed new policy, the Office of the Registrar would make a new line in the DegreeWorks report for this language requirement that would be marked for each student as “Met” (green checkmark), “In Progress” (blue tilde), or “Unmet” (orange box) as all other graduation requirements already are.




	NEW OR REVISED POLICY
Effective Fall 2021:
Recommend adding an item to the Baccalaureate Degree Requirements section of https://catalog.sou.edu/content.php?catoid=13&navoid=1600

Second Language Requirement:
All B.S., B.F.A., B.A.S., and B.M. degrees require satisfaction of a second language requirement through one of the following paths.  B.A. requirements for second language are enumerated separately.

A. Complete the equivalent of at least two years of high school second language study with a grade of C- or better in the final course, or

B. Complete, through at least the 102 level, a second language at the college level (at either SOU or as transfer credit), with a grade of C- or better in 102, or

C. Demonstrate second language, heritage language, or Tribal language proficiency at the Oregon Department of Education Benchmark 4 (equivalent to the ACTFL novice-high level).
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