New Course Proposal
Submit completed form electronically
1. Course prefix and course number: PS/HST 364

 FORMTEXT 

2. Course title: Empire & Decolonization

 FORMTEXT 

3. Abbreviated title for class schedule (30 characters or less): Empire & Decolonization
4. Credit hours: 4
(note:  if credits are variable, list range of credits (e.g. 1-8 credits)
5. Catalog description: 
This course guides students through an examination of the phenomena associated with the dismantling of colonial possessions after the Second World War. Within the historical context of the post-war ascension of a global order emphasizing territorial integrity and self-determination, former colonial territories pursued several strategies to emerge as sovereign nation-states. In the course, we will look at obstacles to decolonization, strategies of anti-colonial (liberation) struggle, and culminating transformations to independence and self-determination. We will also examine legacy structures such as neo-colonialism, imperialism, and cultural hegemony as they impact more recently decolonized nation-states. Case studies from sub-Saharan Africa and Asia will be employed in order to compare decolonization processes and results. 

 FORMTEXT 

6. Prerequisites (to add each additional prerequisite, start a new line):

(See attached Note for samples) 

A. (course prefix, (space) and number) 

 FORMTEXT 
 or  or  or  or 
B. (course prefix, (space) and number)  or  or  or  or 

C. (course prefix, (space) and number)  or  or  or  or 
7. Co-requisites (including labs, if any): 

A. (course prefix, (space) and number)  or  or  or  or 
8. Major/Class restrictions: Please indicate any class or major restrictions: Junior standing or above.
9. Is course repeatable? Yes 

 FORMTEXT 
 If Yes, list maximum credits: No

 FORMTEXT 
  No 
10. Labs requirements: If course includes a lab: # of hours lecture: None ; # of hours lab: 
11. Fees: List any course fees: None

 FORMTEXT 

12. Grade Mode:  Graded only: 

 FORMTEXT 
  Option: X

 FORMTEXT 
  Pass/No Pass only:  
13. CIP Code: Six-digit CIP code (check with your Division Director): 
14. Special qualifications; Is course proposed for (yes/no): 
A. University Studies?  Yes  If yes, list Strand(s) J

 FORMTEXT 

B.  Honors? 

 FORMTEXT 
No

15. Cross-listing: List any cross-listing (and please complete the Cross-list proposal form at https://inside.sou.edu/provost/curriculum.html):  and  and  and  and 
16.  Strategic justification for proposed course: 

A. Rationale: What is the overall strategic rationale for offering this course? 

The phenomena associated with the dismantling of colonialism and the emergence of newly independent states after WWII is an important historical moment, the legacy of which has become crucial for making sense of the contemporary patterns of globalization. This course is intended to fill that gap in the current SOU course offerings. 
B. Alignment:  

1. How does this course align with the unit’s mission plan? 
This course will make a significant contribution to the program's stated objectives to “prepare students for active engagement in public and private settings with a keen understanding of political institutions and processes”.  It also enhances the PS partnership with International Studies by offering a survey of one of the most crucial political, economic, and socio-cultural phenomena of the past century.

2. How does the course fit into the rest of the unit’s curriculum? This course enhances program offerings in comparative and international politics, centered around the PS 350 World Politics and PS 355 Comparative Politics courses. Like PS 358 Terrorism, this course will “fill in the blanks” of the global coverage of politics and power that is a growing priority of the program as we integrate more closely with the major in International Studies. 
C. Enrollment: What is the new course’s estimated enrollment each time it is offered over a three-year period? Year 1
:15-20; Year 2: 15-25; Year 3:15-25 

D. Resource evaluation: What resources – faculty, equipment, lab space, etc. -- will be needed to offer this course and how will those resources be obtained?

1.  Faculty:  

a. Who will teach the course?  William Hughes, Associate Professor of Political Science and incoming chair of International Studies.
  

b. Evaluate unit’s faculty availability and/or needs and the impact on other teaching obligations.  
The course was designed as part of Professor Hughes's assumption of the chair in IS and his pedagogical transition to more global/comparative course offerings as PS welcomes a new hire in American Politics for the Fall 2020 term. 

c. If additional faculty members are needed, how will that need be met? N/A

2.  Facilities:  Cite any additional need for classrooms, equipment or lab space; explain how that need(s) will be met. N/A

3.  Other:  

a.   Are Hannon Library resources sufficient to meet the needs of this course? 
Yes

b. 
Are any other resources needed to support this course?  
 No 

If so, please explain how they will be obtained.  N/A

E. External impact:

1. What is the expected effect of this course on existing programs elsewhere in the university? This course will contribute substantially to two programs: History and International Studies. As mentioned above, the course will enhance global coverage of political transformation as an elective in International Studies. Similarly, its combination of conceptual and historical pedagogy make it a useful elective for History majors interested in this particular period of global transformation. 
  
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.  As chair of IS, I've discussed this course with the Division Director, Scott Rex, and several faculty members who offer complimentary course offerings in IS. In addition, the course was developed in consultation with HPS chair Dustin Walcher.

2. Will any of your prerequisites affect other academic programs? No
   
NOTE:  Please document your contact with other academic programs which may be affected by this new course and the response you received.

17.  Syllabus (condensed)
(Attach an accompanying, condensed syllabus, which should include the following items.  Schedules and similar details are not required.)
A. Course description (same as Catalog description, above)

B. Learning objectives of the course

C. Required texts

D. Course format

E. Other – any other relevant materials needed to explain the goals and teaching methods of this course.

Approvals:

_____________________________

_____________________

      Signature of Division Director


Date

4/29/16
Empires & Decolonization

Fall 2020

Instructor: Bill Hughes

Course Description:


This course guides students through an examination of the phenomena associated with the dismantling of colonial possessions after the Second World War. Within the historical context of the post-war ascension of a global order emphasizing territorial integrity and self-determination, former colonial territories pursued several strategies to emerge as sovereign nation-states. In the course, we will look at obstacles to decolonization, strategies of anti-colonial (liberation) struggle, and culminating transformations to independence and self-determination. We will also examine legacy structures such as neo-colonialism, imperialism, and cultural hegemony as they impact more recently decolonized nation-states. Case studies from sub-Saharan Africa and Asia will be employed in order to compare decolonization processes and results. Course requires upper-division standing.

Course Objectives:

1. Acquire an understanding of the circumstances under which structural empires yielded to demands for self-determination at the conclusion of the Second World War.

2. Learn about the various ways in which previously subjugated peoples sought and achieved political independence from colonial powers.

3. Understand decolonization as a transformational epoch without which modern political, economic, and socio-cultural lilfe would have been impossible.

4. Learn to appreciate the challenges of developing and maintaining institutions of self-determination as emerging independent nation-states.

Course Outline:


Module One: What is Colonialism? 



Machiavelli's Prince, Chapter V



Voyages of Discovery



Empires and satellites



Biblical, cultural, and scientific justifications for colonial subjugation



The “Scramble for Africa” and other Imperial Colonial Adventures



Colonialism and War



Colonialism and education


Module Two: What is Decolonization?



Exhaustion of prewar empires



Emergence of new hegemonic global powers (US & USSR)



Machiavelli's Prince, Chapter V, revisited



Why did decolonization explode after 1945?



How did the various colonial powers respond to demands for sovereignty?



What were the various forms of anti-colonial resistance?

Required Readings:


Kennedy, Dane, Decolonization: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: 2016)


Additional readings, in the form of scholarly articles, brief videos, and other materials, will be posted by the instructor on the course Moodle site.
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