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	CATALOG YEAR/ACADEMIC YEAR
2021-2022



	EXISTING/PRIOR POLICY (IF ANY)

Undergraduate students may take a maximum of 18 credits per term.  Exceptions may be made with approval from a student’s academic advisor and the University Registrar.  There is no such limit during Summer session.  Graduate students have no maximum credit restriction per term. 




	RATIONALE OR PURPOSE
 
The Academic Policies Committee recommends raising the threshold beyond which undergraduate students need permission from their academic advisors to register from 18 to 20 credits per term.  The APC found that for some programs, such as Theatre and the natural sciences, students are habitually and repeatedly in need of approval past the 18-credit limit, creating an extra hurdle for their registration and extra work for their academic advisors and the Raider Student Services office.  A study conducted by the Registrar revealed no significant differences in the persistence or grade point averages between students who took an 18-credit load per term, and those who took 19 or 20.  

The process by which the new policy would be enforced by the Registrar is as follows: The Registrar will write a report to increase the base max to 20, and catch any student registering for 19 or 20 credits who does not meet the requirements.  The Registrar would then contact said student's advisor to see if they think said student warrants an exception.

This policy would become effective Fall term 2021.  This policy would be revisited after one year.




	NEW OR REVISED POLICY
[bookmark: _GoBack]  
Undergraduate students may take a maximum of 18 credits per term without additional approval. Undergraduate students who are in good academic standing and have a cumulative overall GPA of at least a 3.00 may take a maximum of 20 credit hours per term without additional approval.  Exceptions, including incoming first-year students and transfers, may be made with approval from a student’s academic advisor and the University Registrar.  There is no such limit during Summer session.  Graduate students have no maximum credit restriction per term.  




	ACADEMIC POLICIES COMMITTEE DECISION:  approved	6	not approved 0

	DECISION DATE  
Original vote: February 10, 2021
Confirmation of revisions: March 3, 2021



