CURRICULUM  COMMITTEE
February 12, 2010

Present:
Acklin, Carney, Cedar Face, Levin, Pittman, Slattery, Armstrong, Steinle, Thorpe

Guests:
William Greene, Younghee Kim, Dan Rubenson, Echo Fields, Noel Koran, Rene Ordonez

The meeting began at 2:02 p.m.  The minutes from the February 5 meeting were accepted.

Updates
Thorpe reported that Donna Mills confirmed that OAL 425 has been offered since spring 2009, and met the same goals then as it does now.  Can the approval for OAL 425 to fulfill the statistics and logic requirements for the BS degree be made retroactive to 2008-09?  The committee discussed the issues of granting retroactive status to courses and other curricular issues. Courses approved for University Studies have retroactive status.  Cedar Face/Pittman moved to allow OAL 425 to fulfill statistics/logic requirements for the BS degree, retroactive to 2008-09; the motion passed 4Y/1N (Levin)/ 0A.  (Slattery arrived at the meeting after the vote.)

Education
William Greene and Younghee Kim attended the meeting to present the undergraduate curricular proposals for Education.  One new course (ED 454/554 Leadership and Advocacy in Early Childhood Education) has been offered with an open number several times.  Three courses offered as 400/500 will omit the 400-level component, as undergraduates do not usually have the appropriate background for the courses.  Several other courses are being modified.
The Early Childhood Development degree is now almost totally online.  The Elementary Education degree will have changes made to minimum GPA.  Greene and Kim departed the meeting.
Sociology, and SSPC
Dan Rubenson and Echo Fields attended the meeting to present curricular changes for Sociology and SSPC.  SOC/SSPC 241 (Elementary Statistics for the Social Sciences) is proposed for social sciences majors.  The proposed course has some overlap with MTH 243, but is taught with a social sciences focus and contains some elements missing from MTH 243, while MTH 243 has some things not usually needed in social sciences fields.  Pittman asked whether the mathematics faculty agree with the proposal for SOC 241.  Rubenson said Math has a few concerns, but that the addition of SOC 241 should not have a significant effect on enrollment for MTH 243, because enrollment for SOC 241 is capped at 20 students.  Rubenson emphasized that SOC 241 is different from MTH 243.  Carney commented that it is ambitious to develop a course specific to the discipline, instead of using the existing statistics course.

Other changes to sociology courses include refocusing content and changing course names to both accurately reflect course content, and improve enrollment.  Some 500-level components are being added to some courses for participation in the Master in Interdisciplinary Studies degree.

Pittman/Slattery moved to approve all the SSPC and Sociology catalog changes; the motion passed 6Y/0N/0A.  Rubenson and Fields departed the meeting.

Performing Arts (Music and Theatre Arts) 
Noel Koran attended the meeting to discuss changes for Music and Theatre Arts programs.  (Todd Carney departed the meeting.)  The committee discussed the proposal for a new minor in Music Theatre.  Specific questions were asked about TA 357 and splitting the course into a two-part sequence.  The library report for the minor is incomplete, so the committee will defer a decision on the minor pending receipt of the library report.

Other changes include Shakespeare Studies courses; most of these have already been approved under the cross-listed ENG courses.  Slattery/Pittman moved to approve all the Performing Arts catalog changes, except the Music Theatre minor.  The motion passed 5Y/0N/0A.  Koran departed the meeting.

Business
René Ordoñez attended the meeting to present the Business catalog changes, including changes to several certificates.  There are a few modified courses and prerequisite changes, and changes to some of the degree options.  Changes to some of the Certificates with a business emphasis were also discussed.  Pittman/Levin moved to approve all the Business and business certificate changes; the motion passed 5Y/0N/0A.
Education
The committee returned to the discussion of the Education catalog changes.  Levin/Slattery moved to approve all the undergraduate catalog changes for Education; the motion passed 5Y/0N/0A.  
The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
