CURRICULUM  COMMITTEE
April 2, 2009

Present:  Acklin, Carney, Cedar Face, Nordquist, Photinos, Siders, Pohl, Smith, Steinle, Thorpe
The meeting began at 2:05.  The minutes from the March 11 meeting were approved.

Foreign Languages
After additional information from Dan Morris, the committee re-visited its decision to change the wording of language about FR 315 needing to be taken only on the SOU campus in Ashland.  The committee reversed its previous decision and accepted the new requirement provided by the department.  

JPN 301, 302, 303 new course proposals are parallel to other courses in French, Spanish, and German.  Although the proposal for a Japanese minor has been withdrawn for now, the department still wants to offer these courses.  Discussion concerns included whether there would be enough enrollment without the minor, and whether the department should be allowed to try the courses to test whether there is interest.  Cedar Face/Carney moved to approve JPN 301, 302, 303; the motion passed 5Y/1A(Photinos)/0N.

History
Carney gave an update on the history/political science research course.  It will be renumbered to HST/PS 300.  Cedar Face/Acklin moved to approve; the motion passed unanimously.

The committee also approved the history programs wish to eliminate all “recommended” courses from history course descriptions.

Computer Science
CS 415/515 and CS 416/516 have been proposed as new courses.  Photinos said CS 416 should be at the 200-level.  There was discussion about whether the content is already covered in math or other courses, and whether the proposed courses have appropriate rigor for 400/500 level.  The courses are primarily proposed for graduate students in the proposed new graduate computer science program, but could be used by undergraduate CS students as well.  Siders/Carney moved to approve CS 415/515 and CS 416/516; the motion passed 5Y/1N(Photinos)0A. [note: following the meeting, Nordquist reported that CS 415/515 and CS 416/516 have been revised into one course, so this will need to be looked at again.]
CS 458/558 is also proposed.  Nordquist/Carney moved to approve; the motion passed unanimously.

Environmental Studies
Several geology courses will be suspended; most of the content is being covered in new ES courses.  These were approved unanimously.

Health and Physical Education
The department has renumbered the Chinese medicine course proposals; they will be HE 253 and HE 254.  Another course PE 236 (Advanced Scuba) is proposed and has been offered several times with an open number.  Siders/Cedar Face moved to approve these three courses; the motion passed 5Y/1A(Photinos)/0N.

Psychology
Course modifications and changes to degrees were discussed; Photinos/Carney moved to approve and the motion passed unanimously.

It was noted that the descriptions for PSY 498/499 say they will count as Integration courses.  Thorpe will check with Mada Morgan to make sure these have been approved.

Social Sciences, Policy and Culture
SSPC 498 (cross-listed in GEOG and ES) was approved unanimously.

SSPC 401/501 (Research) was discussed, but the committee felt the specific example of the course the department wants to offer this summer is not appropriate for a 401 number; the 401 number is typically for individual student research.  The committee will recommend the department re-number this course and offer more as a topical field research course.  The course was approved contingent on resolving the issue of the course number, title, and description.

The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
