CURRICULUM  COMMITTEE
April 9, 2009

Present:  Acklin, Nordquist, Photinos, Siders, Pohl, Steinle, Thorpe

The meeting began at 2:10 p.m.   The minutes from the April 2 meeting were approved.

SSPC 401/501
The committee revisited the proposed SSPC 401/501 (Research) course.  After last week’s meeting, Dan Rubenson, chair of SSPC,  responded with more information.  The committee decided to reverse its decision from the previous week, and allow the course to be used for the field research course.  The committee still recommends that for future field research courses the department consider creating a course designed for that purpose.  Photinos/Acklin moved to approve SSPC 401/501 as originally proposed; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.  

NAS 370
The committee discussed the new course Introduction to Tribal Dance, Part II (NAS 370), including whether the course is appropriately numbered, or whether it should be consecutive (following NAS 270).  Siders/Acklin moved to approve NAS 370 as proposed; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.

Political Science
The committee discussed new course PS 421/521 (International Law).  Thorpe noted that there are two course descriptions provided, so the department will need to confirm which one is to be used.  There was also a question about whether it had been approved for University Studies (Integration); Thorpe will confirm this status.  Siders/Acklin moved to approve PS 421/521; the motion passed 4Y/0A/0N.
Included in the modified courses for political science, PS 260 (Politics and Film) is being renumbered to PS 360, but no explanation was given.  Thorpe will ask the department for information on this change.  The suspended courses and changes to the major were accepted.

Sociology
SOC/WS 343 (Gender and the Body) has been taught as a 399 course more than once, and is being proposed with a permanent number.  After discussion, Photinos/Acklin moved to approve SOC/WS 343; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.

Other sociology curricular changes were discussed.  There was a question about the cross-listing of SOC 420 (Environmental Sociology) as ES 420, and whether the ES number is accurate; Thorpe will confirm the course numbers.  Nordquist/Siders moved to approve the remaining curricular changes for sociology; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.

Theatre Arts
Curricular changes include cross-listing the existing ENG 201, 202 (Shakespeare) as TA 201, 202, and bringing back TA 168 (Play Reading) from suspension.  Nordquist/Siders moved to approve all the curricular changes for theatre arts; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.
University Seminar
There were questions about the new course proposed, USEM 226 (Research Writing for Academic Success) and why it can’t just be offered as WR 226, which has already been approved.  Thorpe will ask whether this is acceptable. After further discussion, Acklin/Nordquist moved to approve USEM 226, but to ask for further supporting information for the cross-listing with WR 226; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.
Nordquist/Photinos moved to approve the other catalog changes for University Seminar; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.

Women’s Studies
The main change is the proposed new course WS 343 (Gender and the Body), which has already been approved in its cross-listing SOC 343.  All curricular changes for women’s studies were approved.

Business-Chemistry
Adjustments to the chemistry section were explained; Photinos/Nordquist moved to approve; the motion passed unanimously.

Education
Many of the catalog changes listed for the undergraduate elementary education degree were already discussed and approved last fall.  Thorpe will review the minutes from those meetings and confirm these with the committee.  Wording about one of the recommended courses will be revised.  Nordquist/Siders moved to approve all the undergraduate changes for education; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.

Certificates
Several certificates have some minor changes.  Most of the certificates are graduate level.  After reviewing the list of proposed changes, Photinos/Siders moved to approve the miscellaneous changes to the undergraduate certificates; the motion passed 4Y/0N/0A.

Preprofessional Programs and other special programs
The committee looked at the list of other changes for preprofessional programs, and other special programs (International Programs, McNair Program).  These were unanimously approved.

CS 415/515
Following last week’s committee meeting, it was learned that CS 415/515 and CS 416/516, which had earlier been proposed by computer science, had been withdrawn, and replaced with a new CS 415/515 (Foundations of Emerging Computer Applications).  The committee reviewed the new proposal for this course.  The committee had some questions about the proposal; Nordquist will ask Dan Harvey to provide more information.

The committee will not meet next week (April 16).  The meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.
