[bookmark: _GoBack]TO:  Larry Shrewsbury
FROM:  Echo Fields, as chair of the Academic Policies Committee
RE: work APC has done that will require Senate consideration
Below are four action items we’ve dealt with during this year’s meetings that will require Faculty Senate consideration/action.  They are listed in order of priority. 
	I.  Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) Policy for the Innovation and Leadership (INL) Major
Rationale:  The Oregon Legislature (see House Bill 4059 “Directs Higher Education Coordinating Commission to carry out goals relating to awarding academic credit for prior learning by students” passed in 2012.  http://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2012/HB4059/ ) and the NWCCU standards both require us to have policies in place for prior learning assessment.  We are “piloting” a CPL policy with the Innovation and Leadership program, in order to be in compliance with state law and with accreditation mandates.
The APC has had extensive discussion about CPL policies and has met with the program coordinator for the INL program.  We have followed NWCCU guidelines for CPL in crafting this policy proposal.  We voted to approve the policy below in our committee meeting on May 1, 2015. 

Policy recommendation: 
SOUTHERN OREGON UNIVERSITY 
CREDIT FOR PRIOR LEARNING POLICY
1. Credit for Prior Learning is available to students who are admitted into the Innovation and Leadership (INL) degree program at SOU. Before seeking credit for prior learning the student must complete an SOU-approved prior learning portfolio course.  

2. Students may not seek credit for prior learning for a course they have previously taken for credit and for which they have received a grade other than an audit, nor may they seek credit for a course more than once. If students register for a course for which they are seeking credit for prior learning, they must drop and submit an application for CPL for that course before the last day to drop without a grade record. 

3. No more than 25% of the credits submitted for graduation may be credit for prior learning, including transfer or credit hours completed at another institution. 

4. Credit for prior learning counts toward graduation residency requirements for INL majors. 

5. Portfolios receive either a P (pass) or NP (no pass).  A pass suggests the student has mastered material comparable to a grade of C- or better in the corresponding course. The Registrar records P grades on the student transcript, but does not count the P in grade point average calculations.  The Registrar does not record NP grades.  Transcripts will identify credits earned through prior learning assessment. 

6. A non-refundable fee of $150 will be charged to assess the credit for prior learning application, regardless of the outcome. A non-refundable fee of $55 per credit hour will be charged to the student at the time that credits are awarded. 
7. The INL Program Coordinator and appropriate program faculty, or other approved departmental or institutional representative, are responsible for reviewing the portfolio, interviewing the student, and making a recommendation.  The INL program coordinator is responsible for initiating the process and contacting program faculty who will review the portfolio and recommendation and make a decision to grant credit. 

8. The decision, along with the application, will be forwarded to the Registrar, who will keep it as part of the student’s permanent academic record.  The student’s portfolio will be stored by the INL program coordinator or other appropriate administrator. 

9.  There is no guarantee of transferability of CPL credits awarded at or accepted by Southern Oregon University.  

10.  Credit for prior learning will be assessed for lower division credit only. Exceptions will be considered by petition, and approval by the INL Program Coordinator, appropriate program faculty, and the Registrar. 




	II.  Clarifying Academic Standing/Standards in Summer Session

Rationale: Students academic standing  in summer session currently is being “held harmless,” however There’s nothing in the catalog that stipulates that exemption.  The practice appears to have “evolved” without formal decision, as far as we could determine.  As a result students who have been academically suspended can still register for summer classes and grades in summer session classes are having no impact on students’ standing.  If summer is to be considered a “fourth term” then it should clearly be treated as any other term.  After much discussion, the committee proposes clarifying the academic standing paragraph in the academic policies section of the catalog to clarify that summer session will be treated just like any other term.  Summer term “attempted hours” (as of the end of the last summer part of term) should thus count toward warning/probation/suspension status under this clarified language.  (see details about standing in the catalog).  Eric Levin is on both the APC and the Academic Standards Committee and is thus aware of this proposed revision.  
     Students who are at risk of suspension (i.e. currently on probation for spring term) will be notified that summer grades WILL “count for standing.”  Students who ARE already suspended will not be able to register for classes in summer unless the Academic Standards Committee has met to approve their early re-admission. 

Policy recommendation: revise the Catalog, Academic Policies section, paragraphs on Academic Standing (passed by the APC 5-1-15) see: http://catalog.sou.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=750&hl=academic+policies&returnto=search#Academic_Standing
Current language reads:  “At the conclusion of each term enrolled, term and cumulative grade point averages (GPAs) are computed and academic standing is determined (see criteria below). Students are expected to maintain good standing. Students who are not in good standing will be notified of their academic standing and requirements to return to good standing. Students are encouraged to seek help and identify resources to support their academic improvement from their academic advisors or The Office of Academic Advising.”
Approved 5-1-15:  revised language in green/bold/italicized:  “At the conclusion of each term enrolled (fall, winter, spring, and/or summer), term and cumulative grade point averages (GPAs) are computed and academic standing is determined (see criteria below). In summer term, standing will be determined after grades are recorded at the end of the final summer session. Students are expected to maintain good standing. Students who are not in good standing will be notified of their academic standing and requirements to return to good standing. Students are encouraged to seek help and identify resources to support their academic improvement from their academic advisors or The Office of Academic Advising.”




	III. Catalog Updating:   listing of subject codes on the BA/BS list; adding revised courses to the BS degree requirement list

Rationale: Some catalog editing. These changes reflect several new programs/subject codes implemented recently (as approved by Curriculum Committee) and how those courses will “count” as either BA and/or BS credits (ie. “complete 48 credits under the following prefixes….”  see: 
http://catalog.sou.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=751&hl=BS+degree+requirement&returnto=search
In addition, Psychology curricular changes and the merged Anthropology/Sociology program require changes on courses that “count” as meeting the BS degree requirement.   (note: SOAN will need to be added throughout this section, since SOC and ANTH have been merged effective AY15-16)
Approved by APC on 3-6-16.

BA/BS credits:
INL (Innovation and Leadership)  - add to BS list only
HSE (House Experience)  - add to both BS and BA lists 
CM (Convergent Media)  - add to both BS and BA lists
ASL (American Sign Language) - add to BA only
CW (Creative Writing) - add to BA only
PEA (Physical Education Activities) - add to BS only

on BS degree requirement list:   PSY228/229 will no longer be offered; add the new PSY225/225L; change SOC326 and 327 to SOAN 326 and 327.  








	IV. Catalog & website updating: IELTS/International Programs score requirements

Rationale: Wording change requested by Office of International Programs—International English Language Testing System (IELTS) uses the word “bands” instead of the current “scores.”  Should be inserted in the International Programs, Intensive English Program section of the catalog AND  as on the International Program web pages.  APC approved on 4/24/15

  see http://catalog.sou.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=748&hl=IELTS&returnto=search
 proposed revised language: 
Undergraduate Admission Requirement for IELTS
Band 5.5
Minimum required in each of the four IELTS Sub Skills (Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) is Band 5.0

Graduate Admission Requirement for IELTS
Band 6.0
Minimum required in each of the four IELTS Sub Skills (Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) is Band 5.5

Current language: 
Undergraduate Admission Requirement for IELTS
Total Score is 5.5
Minimum Score required in each of the four IELTS Sub Skills (Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) is 5.0

Graduate Admission Requirement for IELTS
Total Score is 6.0
Minimum Score required in each of the four IELTS Sub Skills (Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing) is 5.5




