IFS 2016 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES


Senate

SB 1537- (Senate Education Committee) Establishes criteria by which school district may establish post-graduate (5th year) scholar program to receive and expend certain State School Fund moneys for certain students who have satisfied requirements for high school diploma. Directs Department of Education and Higher Education Coordinating Commission to submit reports related to programs to interim legislative committees on education. This is a ‘make a study’ bill that would provide IFS to participation in legislative workgroups. SUPPORT

SB 1540- (Senator Hass) Directs Higher Education Coordinating Commission to conduct evaluation on providing tuition waiver for students at community colleges and public universities who are pursuing mathematics-related degrees. This is a ‘make a study’ bill with a January 15, 2017 deadline to buttress a request by the bill’s sponsor for permanent funding for the Oregon Promise program to be introduced during 2015 session. NEUTRAL

SB 1558 (Senators Gelser, Knapp, Representative Lininger) Prohibits disclosure of records of college or university student health center, mental health center or counseling center, or records of health professional retained by college or university to provide health care, mental health care or counseling services to students, to other individuals, offices or entities within, affiliated with or acting on behalf of college or university, This is an opportunity to highlight our student-centric focus with members of the Senate Education Committee. SUPPORT

SB 1569- (Senator Roblan) Transfers reporting requirements related to English language learner programs from school districts to Department of Education. This is an ‘accessibility’ bill that effects education sponsored by one of our primary legislative friends. SUPPORT

House

HB 4010- (Representatives Whitsant, Norman) Requires each public university to report to Legislative Assembly detailed list of all university expenditures on state programs, focusing on salary and wages, services and supplies and expenditures related to centers and programs focused on economic development and natural resource management. This is an accountability measure to provide more information to legislators in the higher education budget process. SUPPORT

[bookmark: _GoBack]HB 4019 (House Higher Education, Innovation and Workforce Development) Clarifies duties of Executive Director of the Office of Student Access and Completion. This bill contains a broad ‘relating to higher education’ clause that will allow an amendment providing IFS with statutory mention. SUPPORT

HB 4021 (House Higher Education, Innovation and Workforce Development) Requires State Treasurer to conduct study to assess viability of establishing student loan refinancing program within office of State Treasurer. Given our “serving the best interest of our most valuable resource: our students” and the issue of student debt, this is an important bill to SUPPORT. 


