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		Monday, September 28, 2015

Curriculum Committee
Degree Name Change Request
Current: BS in Environmental Studies
Proposed: BS in Environmental Science and Policy

The faculty of Environmental Studies is requesting a degree name change to Environmental Science and Policy. Environmental Studies at SOU started as a program in 1994 that provided option areas in Science and Social Science disciplines of Geography, Geology, Biology, and Chemistry. Converted from a program to a department in 2007, Environmental Studies integrated these areas and continues to serve students in both the natural sciences and social sciences. The curriculum has evolved into a 50/50 mix of courses in both natural and social sciences providing students numerous integrated paths to careers working in associated fields. Environmental Studies graduated 30 students in 2014-15 and has an eight year average of 24 graduates per year.

Our request to change the name of the degree to Environmental Science and Policy is based on faculty, student, and advisory council input and wanting to clearly represent the type of degree we are offering. The name Environmental Studies is more commonly associated with integrated natural science, social science and humanities in the US (Romero and Nathe, 2014), and as such misrepresents our goals of providing a curriculum and degree that is an even mix of the natural and social sciences. Blended, interdisciplinary degrees in Natural Sciences/Social Sciences/Humanities represent approximately 35% of those in the US. Of these, combined Natural Sciences/Social Sciences degrees such as ours (~20% of those in the US) consist of various names that include Environmental Science and Policy/Analysis/Planning/Management (Romero and Nathe, 2014).

Nearly a year ago we made the first step in this process by changing our website, social media, marketing documents, and our communication with constituents to Environmental Science and Policy. We feel that this better represents our faculty, our curriculum, our student’s interests, and the types of careers that our students have after they graduate.



Sincerely,



Gregory V. Jones



Romero, A. and Nathe, M. (2006) Not All Are Created Equal: An Analysis of the Environmental Programs/Departments in U.S. Institutions of Higher Education From 1900 Until March 2014. Journal of Integrative Biology 1(1):1-15. (Updated to 2014, communication with authors)
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