
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary/Purpose: 
This activity provides resources that foster an understanding of bird adaptations required to live in 

different habitats.    

 

Grade Level: 2nd - 6th  

 

Time: 30 + minutes 

Depends on how many panoramas the students get to use. 

 

Standards:  
 LS4: Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity 

Materials:  
All materials are found in the Bird Kit.   

Student Materials    

 Habitat panoramas    

 Black binders with cut-out bird parts  

 Build a Bird Student Worksheet      

 

Teacher Materials 

 Field Guides 

 List of Birds commonly found in habitats 

 

Objectives:  
 Students will: 

o Describe how different birds are adapted to their habitats in groups.  

o Assemble a bird in groups using various body parts to adapt them to their habitat.  

Procedure: 
Introduction  Ask students to name the different parts of a bird (beak, 

wings, tail, feet).  

 To get students more involved have all students stand up and 

make hand motions or gesture to represent the different bird 

parts.  

Body  Give each student group one of the habitat panoramas and a 

binder of cut-outs. Students should select a beak (with head 

and body), wing, tail, and feet from the sheets of body parts, 

and assemble the bird on the habitat sheet.  

 

Closure  Ask students to describe how the bird they made is adapted to 

live in the habitat: what it eats, manner of flight, etc. Using 

the list provided, students should investigate the birds 
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commonly found in this habitat and decide which bird is 

most similar to the one they created. Students can then 

research this bird. 

  



 

 

Assessment possibilities: 
Collect the “About My Bird” worksheets and evaluate students’ answers.  

If you choose to have the students research a bird, have them develop a 

project or report that can be assessed.  Evaluate how well the topic was 

investigated, and look for a demonstration of the student’s understanding 

of such concepts as habitat diversity, resource variability, and physical 

and/or behavioral adaptations of birds. 

 

 

Background information: 
Many diverse habitats can be found in the Rogue Valley. Different birds 

inhabit the various habitats and each is adapted to fill a specific role within 

their habitat. Panoramas of six habitats found in the Rogue Valley are 

presented (grassland, oak savanna, marsh, stream, mixed conifer, alpine). 

Within each habitat, a variety of potential foods and places to live are 

shown. The resources are identified on the back of each drawing. 

Concepts that teachers must learn so that they can effectively teach this 

activity.  
 

NOTES 

      

Key Vocabulary:  
 

Adaptation 

Habitat 

Diversity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to other lessons:  
 

Fill the Bill 

The Feet Have It 

Flights of Fancy 

Feather Flurry 
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