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Objective  
During this hands-on activity, students will make their  
own permanent track replicas that can be taken home or 
left in the classroom.  The tracks can be painted.   This 
activity is a great addition to a science curriculum or an  
art curriculum. 
 
Materials 
Provided in the kit: 

• quick-dry Plaster of Paris 
• Vaseline 
• old tooth brush 
• vinyl animal track replicas 
• green vinyl track molds 
 

Not provided in the kit: 
• paper clip 
• 2" cardboard strip 
• spoon or clean stick 
• large paper cup or container 
• measuring cup 
• water 
• ruler 
• an animal track found in the wild 

 
Background Information 

This activity can be used as part of a science curriculum to gain more intimate knowledge 
of animal tracks, and to make a permanent set of track replicas that can be kept in the classroom.  
It can also be used as part of an art curriculum. 

This activity is adapted from Bear Creek Greenway Activity Guide. 
 

  
Activity 
1. Find a track in the wild, or make a track in mud using the vinyl track replicas 

included in the kit, or use the green vinyl track molds included in the kit. 
2. If you found the track in the wild, carefully clean it of rocks, twigs, and other 

debris. 

Appropriate Grade Level: 1-8 
 
Time Required: 50-60 Minutes  
 
Curriculum Benchmarks:  
Life Science, Organisms:  Classify 
mammals based on a variety of 
characteristics. 
Arts, Create/Present/Perform:  Create a 
work of art (a track replica) using artistic 
elements and technical skills to achieve 
desired effect. 
 
Activity Inventory:  
See materials list.  
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3. Using the 2" cardboard strip and paperclip, make a collar around the track.   
4. Press the cardboard collar about 1/2 inch into the soil. 
5. Measure two cups of Plaster of Paris into a large paper cup or other disposable              

container (cottage cheese and yogurt containers work well). 
6. While gently mixing with a spoon or clean stick, slowly add water until the mixture is the 

consistency of pancake batter (no lumps please!). 
7. Pour the mixture into the cardboard collar around the track, filling to 1/2 way up the sides of 

the collar.   
8. Let it sit for 15 minutes or until the top surface of the Plaster of Paris mixture is dry and hard.   
9. When the cast has hardened, gently lift it from the soil and peel off the collar. 
10. Clean the raised copy of the animal track with a dull knife or stick (be very careful not to cut 

into the plaster). 
11.  Finish by brushing the cast with an old tooth brush.  Be gentle!  If you brush too hard, you 

will scratch away part of the cast. 
12.  When the cast is completely dry, you can ink or paint the raised surface to highlight the 

animal track.   
 
 
To make an indented cast (one that looks like an actual track)... 
1. Make a cast of the original cast. 

a. Coast the cast with Vaseline. 
b. Surround it with a cardboard collar. 
c. Pour a batch of plaster into the mold and let harden, then separate the two layers. 

 
The layers are sometimes difficult to separate, so you may want to practice first on a not-so-
terrific track you have made. 
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