
Bat and Moth Activity 

Bat and Moth  
Activity 
 
Objective  
The student will be able to: 
1) Name three nocturnal animals,  
2) Explain the difference between diurnal and 
nocturnal animals, and  
3) List two bat adaptations or name two reasons bats 
are important to our environment 
 
Materials not provided 

 Blindfolds 
 
 

Activity 
This activity can be dome with more than one group. 
1) Explain to students that some animals come out at night and these animals are 

called nocturnal.  Discuss why they use the night and adaptations for activities at 
night. 

2) Talk about how bats are insectivorous and how they are adapted to catch insects 
(echolocation, flight, not blind).  What are bats favorite foods?  MOTHS. 

3) Make comparisons between diurnal and nocturnal animals.  Why do different 
animals forage at different times? 

4) Students form a circle with enough room for two people to fit inside. 
5) One person is assigned to be a bat and one is assigned to be a moth (in a large 

group, try two moths. 
6) Start the game: This activity tries to simulate echolocation: the bat is blindfolded 

and every time the bat says "BAT" the moth must IMMEDIATELY say 
"MOTH".  The bat tries to tag the moth.  If the bat misses, explain that the 
hunting is not always successful. 

7) The bat and the moth must stay in the circle, if the bat starts to head out of the 
circle the two closest people to the bat say "TREE" so the bat knows to turn 
around. 

8) Make sure that each student has a chance to participate. 
9) Discuss that bats do use their eyes to help hunt or forage, how they catch their 

prey, why they are important to the environment and things you can do to help 
bats (bat houses). 

 

Appropriate Grade Level: 3rd-6th 
 
Time Required: Less than 1 hour  
 
Curriculum Benchmarks: Life 
Science: Describe the relationship 
between characteristics of a several 
habitats and organisms that live 
there. Describe a habitat and the 
organisms that live there. 
 
Activity Inventory: No items 
provided 

 


