


March 12, 2018
SU 313 4:00 – 5:30 pm
[bookmark: _GoBack]Faculty Senate Approved Minutes 
Link to Video Recording of today’s meeting: 
https://sites.google.com/a/sou.edu/sou-faculty-senate-videos/march-12-2018

Present: Melissa Anderson, Prakash Chenjeri, Paul French, Deborah Brown, Alison Burke, Carol Ferguson, Andrew Gay, Dennis Jablonski, Marc Koyack, Laurie Kurutz, Charles Lane, Michael Parker, Dominick Robertson, Deborah Rosenberg, Larry Shrewsbury, Erik Palmer, Mark Siders, Marianne Golding, Chad Thatcher, and Kemble Yates

Absent: Jesse Longhurst, Mark Tveskov.

Guests: Lee Ayers, Jeff Gayton, Dave Carter, Karen Stone, Sue Walsh, Linda Schott, John Roden, Rich May, and Alma Rosa Alvarez.

The meeting was called to order at 4:05.  

Approval of Minutes from February 26:
The minutes from the February 26 meeting are in the Team Drive and will be voted on at the April 16 meeting.
	
President’s report--Linda Schott:
· Dr. Schott is in the final stages of adding a new position, Vice President for Enrollment and Student Services. Funding for this position already exists in the budget. The potential benefit in enrollment should make the addition of this position Please send any comments or feedback to her by email.
· Tuition increase email went out to all faculty and students today. We will likely be on the lower end of the increase projections. 
· President Schott has joined a working Group for HECC on Stable Funding. They will meet once a month until end of December.  
· SOU has been a member of the COPLAC (Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges) since around 2002-2003. has undergone a strategic planning restructuring.  Dr. Schott will decide if it’s still a good idea to be in that organization ($10,000 per year commitment, so we will want to make use of it if we stay in the organization).
· The Boiler Project was funded, so our two antiquated boilers will be replaced.

Provost’s report--Sue Walsh:
Provost Walsh had no remarks today. 

ASSOU report--Daryl Maplethorpe:
· Maplethorpe was not in attendance.

Senate Vice-Chair report--Dennis Jablonski:
· Advisory Council members discussed Promotion and Tenure Bylaws (on today’s agenda).  Perhaps this language refers to everyone but maybe only Post-Tenure faculty members.  This may need some clarification.
· AC members also discussed how information is brought forth to Faculty Senate for consideration (also on today’s agenda). 

Assoc. of Oregon Faculties report--Kemble Yates:
· Yates is the faculty representative for the Association of Oregon Faculties.  They are working with lobbyists to represent the interests of faculties across the state.  
· AOF is supportive of the HECC oversight of tuition raises (along with the processes involved at each level of tuition increase).
· AOF is also supportive of the DACA bill. We don’t want to report all information to the detriment of students at risk.
· PERS Bills (one passed; one did not).
· AOF is supportive of the Net Neutrality Bill passing.

Committee on Committees--Marianne Golding:
· Financial Aids and Awards is in urgent need of members.  Watch for a notice by email if the position is not filled. 

Grad. Programs Catalog changes--Alma Rosa Alvarez:
· The information for these changes is located in the Team Drive.
· Ferguson asked about the English course--why would a linguistics course be applicable for law students? Alvarez acknowledged that this line could be removed since it applied to an additional course that the English department 
· Dennis Jablonski spoke about Education course. It’s already been taught in the past as a graduate course.
· Ferguson asked about the ES course--it will not be allowed as an approved Biology elective course.  She suggests removing the faculty member’s name because the person listed is a temporary faculty member. 
· Waters explained that both Grad Council and Curriculum Committee will need to do a more thorough job of acknowledging the impact the proposed course will have in various impacted programs and majors. 

Office of International Programs IEP proposal--Virginia Roberson:
· The information for this proposed program is located in the Team Drive.
· Gay moved to approve the addition of the new IEP non-degree seeking program. 
· Ferguson seconded the motion, and the vote passed with all in favor, none opposed. One senator abstained.  

Proposed By-Laws change 5.370 (G, 3)--Laurie Kurutz, Rich May:
· The information for this discussion is located in the Team Drive.
· Yates asked to hear about the discussion that occured in the committee.
· May explained that Constitution Committee met last spring with Karen Stone.  Discussion ensued about 5.370, regarding Promotion and Tenure.  Is this compatible with departmental expectations? The committee did not feel that they could make this change without having a discussion and input from Faculty Senate.  
· Kurutz added that the committee did acknowledge that this discussion needed to have a broader membership.  
· Ferguson reminded Senate that the discussion was tabled at the May 22 meeting. 
· The process is what is important. This should come forward from the By-laws Committee and then be presented to all faculty for input. 
· According to Ferguson, this by-law change will require providing all faculty with the proposed changes at least seven days before a vote is taken.  
· A lively discussion about the intricacies and nuances of this language change ensued.  Ferguson, Parker, Rosenberg, and Yates all pointed out some of the perhaps unintended effects this change might have. 
· Bring this issue to all of your constituents. Ettlich pointed out that some departments are not represented in Senate under the Division model, so be sure that all faculty are consulted. 
· Robertson inquired about next steps. Rosenberg asks that everyone discuss this with their constituents, bring feedback to Senate, provide that feedback to the By-Laws Committee, and eventually get feedback from all faculty. 
· Next Senate meeting is not until April 16, so take that ample time to discuss this with your colleagues.

Process--How matters are brought to Senate:
· Rosenberg explained how issues are brought up for consideration as an agenda item.  Routinely, folks email the Chair of Senate or even has informal discussions with her.  
· Robertson asked about issues that do not make it on to the agenda. Is there feedback to the person who brought the issue forward? Rosenberg explained that she tries to provide that feedback.  
· Ferguson mentioned that in Article 4, the By-Laws specify that faculty can provide information and agenda items directly to the Secretary of the Senate, but as we discussed, the By-Laws apply to all faculty meetings and not directly to Faculty Senate.

Announcements/New Business:	
· Jeff Gayton, University Librarian: 
· Gayton explained that he is heading up a taskforce to look at the affordability of textbooks.  
· He proposes a survey that will inquire about textbook acquisitions, barriers to students acquiring textbooks, and how students actually get (or don’t get) their textbooks.  The questionnaire will be administered with the course evaluations at the end of the term, and students will be asked about how they used the textbooks in the course. 
· Discussion ensued about why this would be connected to a course evaluation. Could it be administered separately? 
· Walsh emphasized that students would need to understand that their responses would not be made available to the instructor. 
· This would be a one-time inquiry.
· Senate members (Gay, Ferguson) both questioned the timeline. We would need to see the questions that would actually go on the survey.
· President Schott spoke in favor of this. 
· Senators did not feel comfortable voting on this item today.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:27 p.m. 




